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Waldertee. Urges prompt acceptance of 
Convention .. 


62: 


114 


Sir C. Scott 


• • 


lOJ 

! 


Memorandum handed to M. Basily complaining 
of the removal by the Russian auth.0titie8 
of material, ^c.^ from Shanhaikwan Bridge 
Works 


6a. 


iifi 


»> »» 




li; 

i 


Note from Russian Government forwarding a 
copy of the Russian press communiqu6 of 
the 17th December, as being a reply to 
Mr. Hardinges note of the 2nd November, 
making representations as to Russian action 
in regard to Northern Railway - ., 


«4 


lid 


India Office to Lieu- 
tenant-General Sir 
A. Gaselee 


Telegraphic 


15,^ 

i 

J 

j 


Authorizes withdrawal of opposition to. signa- 
ture of Russo-German Railway Convention, 
maintaining all reservations except jthose as 
to extra-mural section . • . . , . 


64. 


'iir 


Sir C.Scott 


Telegraphic 


• 16,1 

I t 

! 


Copy of No. 70 containing representations of 
Her Majesty's Goverpment as tq'seizare of 
material and occupation of railway left with 
Count Lamsdorff, who will make further 
inquiries .. .• 


64 


118 


Lieutenant-General Sir 
A. Gnaelee to India 
Office 


Telegraphic 


18,; 

J 


Reports signature of; Russo*German Railway 
Convention .... 


66. 


119 


Sir C, Scott 


Telegraphic 


i 

^ i 
t 


<?oupi Lamsdorff will mi^e inquiries into ftate-. 
ments published in Russian press communiqu6 
of the 17th December as to Russian action 
in regard to Northern Railways .. 


65. 


|120; 


Sir E- Satow 


• • 


Nov. 17,1 1900 
1 
I 

i 
f 

f 


Russian Acting Consul at Tien-tsin states that 
questions as to Russian seizure of railway 
land should be referred to Russian Com- 
mander-in-chief. Terms of reply by British 
Acting Consul- General , • • » « 


6& 


fl2li 

i 


. » »• 


• •.• 


.19, 

i 


Hoisting of Russian flag on land at Tien-tsin 
owned by British firms. Transmits corre- 
spondence ,, 
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122 


Acting Consul- General 
Campbell 


• • 


Nov, 28, 1900 


Hoisting of Uussian flag on land owned by 
British firms at Tien-tsin. 1 ransmits corre- 
•pondence 


70 


123 


n »» • • 


•• 


Dec. 1, 


New Russian Concession at Tien-tsin. Protest 
by British Municipal Council 


73 


124 


Sir C. Scott 


•• 


Jan. 16 90r 


Reports representations made as to Russian 
action in regard to Northern Railways. 
Copy of No. 70 left with Count Lamsdorff 


75 


125 


»» »i 


1 
1 


19, 


Views of Her Majesty's Government as to 
btateroents in Russian communique of the 
17th DecembcF communicated to Count 
Lamsdorff, who will make inquiries 


77 


126 


Lieutenant- General >ir 
A. "Gaselee to Lord 
G. Hamilton 


Peiegraphic 

! 

1 

! 


29, 


Reports completion of transfer of railway from 
Russian to German authorities. Return of 
some materials by Russian authorities to 
Shanhaikwan*. 


79 


127 


Acting CoDftul-General 
Campbell 


1 


Dec. 8, 1900 


Hoistin^r of Russian flag on land at Tien-tsin 
owned by British firms. Correspondence 
with General Line vitch 


79 


128 


f» #• 


t 
•• 


1^, 


Russian Acting Consul informed Her Majesty's 
Government consider new Russian Conceso 
sion at Tien-tsin as purely temporary 


82 


129 


Lieutenant-General Sir 
A. Gaselee to India 
GlBce 


Telegraphic 


Feb. 7, 1901 


Report as to condition of materials returned by 
Russians to Shanhaikwau Bridge Works 


82 


180 


Sir C. Scott 


Telegraphic 


15, 


Russian Government state all the materials, &c., 
removed from Shanhaikwan Bridge Works 
have been restored 


88 


131 


To Sir C, Scott 


Telegraphic 


16, 


Report will be furnished by General Officer 
Commanding, China, in regard to above 
statement 


8d 


132 


Sir E. Satow 


•• 


Dec. 26, 1900 


Seiiure of railway property at Tien-tsin and 
Tongshan. Transmits report by representa- 
tive of Messrs. Barry and- Co. respecting . . 


83 


133 


>» >> • • 


•• 


26, 


Statements by Mr. Kinder and General Barrow 
as to seizure of railway property at Tien-tsin 
and Tongshan 


84 


134 


»» >» • » 


. • 


80, 


Reports by Mr. Howard and Mr. Ricketts as to 
removal of stores at Shanhaikwan by the 
Russian authorities 


85 


135 


Sir C. Scott 


• • 


Feb. 15, 1901 


Memorandum from Russian Government, 
stating railway materials, &c., taken from 
Shanhaikwan have all been restored 


87 


136 


India Office to Lieu- 
tenant - General Sir 
A. Gaselee 


Telegraphic 


19, 


To report as to above . . . • 


HS 


187 


Lieutenant - General 
Sir A. Gaselee to 
India Office 


Telegraphic 


21. 


All railway materials taken from Shanhaikwan 
have not been restored by Russian authorities* 
Transfer of railway by German military 
authorities begun to-day 


88 


13» 


» «f 


Telegraphic 


27, 


Tongshan workshops taken over by British 
miliury authorities in satisfactory condition 


o8 


139 


Sir E. Satow 




Jan. 4, 


Further report by Mr. Howard as to removal 
of materials from Shanhaikwan by Russian 
authorities 


89 
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140 



141 

142 
143 



144 



145 



146 



147 



148 



149 



150 



151 



15'i 



153 



5-1 



155 



156 



157 



158 



Sir E. Satow 



»> j> 



India Office 



To fttdia Office 



Sir E. Satow 



j» j> 



Acting Consul-General 
Campbell 

Major-Geiioral Barrow 
to India Otiice 



Date. 



Jan. 6i 1901 



7, 



Tell graphic 



Sir E. Satow 



Telegraphic 



Telegraphic 



Telegraphic 



, . Telegraphic 



India Office to Lieu- Telegraphic 
t^n^nt • General Sir I 
A. Gaseiee I 



Major-General Barrow Telegraphic 
to India Office 



India Office to Lieu- 'I'elegraphic 
tenant- General Sir ! 
A. Gaseiee ! 



To Sir F. Lascelleg . . | Telegraphic 



To Sir E. Satow . Telotrraphic 



9, 



Mar. 12, 



13, 



10, 



Jan. 18, 



24, 



3H 



Mar. 15, 



16, 

16, 

16, 
15, 

16, 

16, 
16, 



Subject. 



Paire 



New Russian Concession at Tien-tsin. ISfeino- 
randum bj Commander Cradock hardly 
bears out statement made by Russian Consul 
at Tien-tsin as to operation of Uussian troops 
and consequent right to the land by conquest 

Count Waldersee states he is not in a position 
to tran>«fer Japanese section of railway to 
British military authorities • • 

Draft of Husso-German Railway Convention 

Notification by Russian Consul as to new 
Russian Concession at Tieu-tsin. Russian 
Consul informed Hier Majesty's Govern- 
ment consider Russian action of temporary 
character. French and Japanese Notifica- 
tion as to the extension of their Concession . . 

Reports from General Officer Commanding 
as to Russian obstruction in connection with 
the transfer of railway property at Tien-tsin, 
Tongku, and Shanhaikwan. Inquires as to 
wiiat reply should be made 

Reply to above. Suggests rommunicatinpewith 
Count Waldersee 

Russian auiiiorities are preventing construction 
of railway sicing ai Tien-tsin 

Reports by railway employes as to treatment of 
railway by Russian military forces 

Translation of text of Russo-Gerroan Railway 
Convention .. ..! 

i ranslation of Russo-Chinese Agreement as to 
new Russian Concession at Tien-tsin 

Russian obstruction to construction of railway ' 
sidinfij at Tien-tsin. Instruction to General 
Campbell to refuse railway facilitie:$ to 
Russian troops uiilil all railway property 
vacated 

Tien-tsin railway siding. Russian General 
states he has orders to stop work, and 
suggests arrangement. (leneral Campbell 
! instructed to suspend work 

Tien-tsin railway siding. British and Russian 
remain, but have orders to avoid aggressive 
action . ^ . , 

Situation in regard to Tien-tsin railway siding 
dispute 

To inform Count Waldersee unless Russian 
authorities carry cut provisions of Railway 
Agreement, British authorities cannot be 
• expected to give railway Ihcilities . . 

Tien-tsin railway siding. Count Waldersee 
being away, General Schwartzoff will be 
communicated with . . . . . . 

To ask Count Waldersee to settle Anslo- 
Russian differences at Tien-tsin, reserving 
quei<tion of Russian Goncciision. Force 
oi.ly to be used to repel aggression 

To ask German Govpriiment to instruct Count 
Waldersee in the above sense 

States substance of N"o. 157 
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139 
160 
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162 
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164 



166 



166 



N'ame. 



167 
168 

169 
170 

171 

172 



173 



174 



175 



'« f aj 01*- Get\ iito\ Bai'ro w 
to India Office 



9> » 



» M 



To India OflSce 



Telegraphic 



Telt^rrapbic 



Telegraphic 



Sir C. Scott 



Telegraphic 30, 



Date. 



Mar. 17,' 1901 



17, 



India Office to Major- Telegrtiphic 
General Barrow 



India Office 



To Sir F. Lascelles 



Sir F. Lascelles 



To Sir C. Scott 



India Office to Major- 
General Barrow 

Sir C. Scott 



India Office 



To Sir C: Sdottf 



Sir C. Scott 



Telegraphic 



Telegraphic 



Telegraphic 



Teleyaphic 


21. 


Telegraphic 


22, 


•• 


22. 


• • 


23, 



rpleirraptit! 



18. 



19, 



20, 



20, 



20, 



21. 



21. 



23, 



90, 



21, 



Subject. 



Paj^t 



Tien-tsin railway siding. Uncompromising 
attitude of Russian authorities . . 

Tien-tsin railwa? siding. Suggestion made to 
General Schwartzoff that Count Waldersee 
should instruct British and Russian autho- 
rities both to withdraw troops . . 

Tien-tsin railway siding. C4eneral Scliwartzoff 
will order withdrawal. Concurrence of 
Russian Government should be obtained in 
construction . .. .• «r« 

Suggests General Officer Commanding should 
be requested to ask Count Waldersee to in- 
struct British military authorities to construct 
rien-isin railwaj^ siding and Russian 
authorities not to oppose construction 

Arrangement suorgested by Count Lamsdorff in 
regard to Tien-tsiu dispute. Question of 
proprietary rio^hts in new Russian Conces- 
sion to be excluded . . . . 

. . . ' 

Instructions as to referring Tien-tsin siding > 
dispute and alleged insult to ^Russian flag to 
Count Waldersee 

Russian General refuses to withdraw troops 
from Tien-tsin railway siding. Reports 
from General Barrow as to present situa- 
tion 

Tien-tsin railway siding and reported insult to 
Russian flag. Informs of instructions sent 
to General Officer Commanding. Siding 
shou'd be proceeded with for convenience 
of allied forces. To urge that Count 
Waldersee may be instructed accordingly , . 

Instructions sent to Count Waldersee to take 
cognizance of Tien-tsin dispute from purely 
military point of view . . 
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loe 



W& 



106 



lOb 



107 



J07 



108 



'108 



Tien-tsin dispute. Concur in Count Lams- 
^ dorflPs suggestion as to arrangement. With- 1 ' 
drawal of troops from siding should be to I 
•the satisfaction of Count Waldersee . . 108* 



Tien-tsin dispute. To inform Count Waldersee , 
how matters stand 

Satisfaction of Count Lamsdorff at Tien-tsin 
dispute having been settled between Russian 
and British military authorities . . 



109' 



109' 



Tien«tsin incident closed, 
insult to Russian flag 



Question of alleged 



:09 



Tien-tsin di?pute. General Barrow reports 
summary of Agreement between British and 
Russian military authorities signed, but 
states latter are continuing work and 
planting flags contrary to understanding 

Tien-tsin dispute. To make representation to 
Russian (lovemment' as to continuance of 
work and planting flags . , 



110 



111 



Arrangement suggested by Count Ijamsdorff in 
regard to Tien-tsin dispute. Question of > 
proprietary rights in new Russian Conces- 
sion to be excluded . . . . ..Ill 



New Russian Concession at Tien-tsin. Con- 
versation with Count LamsdorfFas to manner 
in which it was obtained , . 
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176 

177 

178 
179 



180 



18] 



182 



183 



Name. 



184 

185 

166 

187 

188 

189 

190 
191 

192 
198 



Major-General Barrow 
to India Otlice 



Sir C. Scolt 



To Sir 0. Scott (also 
to Sir F. Lascelles) 

Sir C.Scott 



India Office 



To Sir 0. Scott 



India Office 



Sir C. Scott 



Acting ConsuUGeneral 
Campbell 



Lord G. Hamilton to 
Major - General 
Barrow 



Major-General Harrow 
to India Office 

Sir C. Scott 



LieutenantrGeneral Sir 
A. Gaaelee to India 
Office 

To Sir C.Scott 

Sir C. Scott 



India Office 



Telej^-aphic 



Telegraphic 



Telegraphic 



relegraphic 



Telegraphic 



Telegraphic 



Date. 



Mar. 24, 1901 



2o, 



25, 



26, 



ielegraphic 

Telegraphic 
Telegraphic 

Telegraphic 
Telegraphic 
Telegraphic 



26, 

28, 
29, 

29, 

Jan. 10, 

Mar. 30, 
Apr. 1, 

4, 
4, 

Mar. 28, 
Apr. 23, 

26, 



Subject. 



Tien-tftin dispute, Russian work carried on 
on disputed ground reported to be rendering 
British position untenable 

Tien-tsin dispute. Count Lamsdorff asked to 
instruct Russian military authorities to dis- 
continue work and planting of flags 

States substance of No« 176 



Count Lamsdorff has requested General 
Kouropatkine to send instructions that 
terms of Agreement as to Tien-tsin dispute 
should be strictly obsenred. Explanation 
furnished to his Excellency as to reason 
for associating Count Waldersee in the 
question 

Text of General Barrow's declaration to Count 
Waldersee concurring in signature of Anglo- 
Oermaa Railway Convention 

Approves language held to Count Lamsdorff, as 
reported in No. 179 

Tien-tbin dispute. Two Russian flags still on 
the railway siding. Count Waldersee in- 
formed • • . • . . • « 

Substance of Count Lamsdorff*8 reply as to 
planting of flags, &c. Fresh instructions 
sent to Russian military authorities as to 
strict observance of provisions of Agree- 
ment 

Russian Concession at Tien-tsin. Transmits 
Russian Notification to foreign Consuls. 
Russian Consul sutes rights of British 
owners of laud will be respected . . 

Tien-tsin dispute. Asks precibe nature and 
position of Russian works 



Tien-tsiu dispute. Approves conduct 

Tien-tsin dispute. Russians have discontinued 
work, but one flag still remains , « 

Tien-tsin dispute.* Count Lamsdorff's instruc> 
tious only just received by Russian Minister 
at Peking 

Tien-tsin dispute. Removal of remaining 
Russian flag . • 



Repeats above information • • 

Memorandum sent to Count Lamsdorff in regard 
to continuance cf work and planting of flag 
at 1 ien-tsin . . 

Draft of Convention for transfer of Peking- 
Shanhaikwan Railway from German to 
British military authorities, with Count 
Waldersee*s regulations for military traffic 

Transmits despatch from General Officer Com- 
manding res|)ectinGf assistance rendered by 
German Head-quarter Statl in regard to 
transfer of Peking-Shanhaikwan Railway • • 
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194 


Lord G. HamiltoD to 
Lieatenaut - General 
Sir A. Gaselee 


Telegraphic 


Apr. 26, 1901 


To coovey thanks of His Majesty^s Govern- 
meot to Count Waldersee for attitude b 
regard to transfer of Peking-Shanhaikwan 
Railway 


127 


19« 


To Sir F. Lascellet .. 


• • 


May 1, 


Transference of railway to British military 
authorities. To bring to notice of Oerraan 
Government testimony rendered by the 
General Offioer Commanding to assistance 
given by German Head-quarter Staff 


127 
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Correspondence respecting the Imperial Railway 

of North China. 



No. 1. 

British and Chinese Corporation to Foreign Office. — (Received Jvly 14.) 

Sir, 3, Lombard Street, London, July 14, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to submit, for your information, the annexed translation of a 
telegram, which we have received through the Hong Kong and Shanghae Banking 
Corporation. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. KESWICK, Chairman. 



Inclosure in No. 1. 

Telegram received from Shanghae, dated July 13, 1900. 

TIEN-TSIN- Agency writes 8th July: Russians seized railway, turned out 
0. W. Elinder and staff. Biecommend you to request Foreign Office to remind Russian 
Gtovemment railway is already mortgaged British bondholders. 

No. 2. 
The Marquess of Salisbury to Consul Carles. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, July 1 5, 1900. 

NORTHERN Railways. 

The Tien-tfiin Office have written to Shanghae on the 8th instant that the Russians 
had seized railway, and turned out Mr. Kinder and staif. 

Report the exact circumstances under which this took place. 

No. 3. 

Vice^Admiral Sir E. Seymour to Admiralty. — {Commwiicated by Admiralty, July 18.) 

(Telegraphic.) Taku, vid Chefoo, July 17, 1900. 

AT a Council of Admirals on 16th July it was decided by majority that the 
railway between Taku and Tien-tsin should be managed and guarded by Russians, who 
are now in possession of it, but there was a stipulation that the railway should be 
given over to the former Administration as soon as military circumstances admit. 

No. 4. 
Consul Carles to the Marquess of Salisbury. — (Received July 20.) 

(Telegraphic.) Tien-tsin, July 17, vid Chefoo, July 20, 1900. 

IT was agreed at a Conference of Admirals at Taku, British and Americans alone 
opposing, to leave railway between Tongku and Tien-tsin in the hands of the Russians. 

An exclusive control over line has of late been exercised by the Russians. 
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No. 5. 
Consul Carles to the Marquess of Salisbury. — (Received July 24.) 

(Telegraphic.) l\en'tsin, vid Chefoo, July 20, 19()0. 

IN reply to your Lordship's telegram of 15th July, I have to report that 
since Kinder left Tongshan on 17th June his staff has not been engaged on railway 
work. Since that date the line from Tongku to Tien-tsin has been in hands of the 
military. 

Other Powers assisted at first in repairing line, but Russia has had sole charge 
latterly. 



No. 6. 
The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir C. Scott. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, July 25, 1900. 

A TELEGRAM has been received from Admiral Seymour stating that it was 
decided by a majority, at a Coimcil of Admirals held on the 16th July, that the railway 
between Tien-tsin and Taku should be guarded and managed by the Russian forces. 

You should inform the Russian Government that at present no objection is raised 
by Her Majesty's Government to this arrangement, as it may be considered the most 
convenient one in the circumstances, but the line is mortgaged to British bondholders, 
and it must be clearly understood that the railway will revert to its former manage- 
ment on the termination of the present hostilities. 



No. 7. 

Sir C. Scott to the Marquess of Salisbury. — (Received July 30.) 

My Lord, St. Petersburgh, July 26, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a copy of a note 
which I have addressed to Count Lamsdorff, in compliance with the instructions 
conveyed to me in your telegram of yesterday's date, in consequence of the decision 
of the Council of Admirals that Russian forces should guard and manage the line of 
railway between Tien-tsin and Taku. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES S. SCOTT. 



Inclosure in No. 7. 
Sir C. Scott to Count Lamsdorf. 



M. le Comte, St. Petersburgh, July 13 (26), 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that, according to a telegraphic 
report received by Her Majesty's Government from Admiral Seymour, it appears that 
it was decided by a majority in a Council of Admh-als, held on the 16th instant, that 
Russian forces should guard and manage the line of railway between Taku and Tien-tsin. 

The Marquess of Salisbury has instructed me to inform the Imperial Government 
that Her Majesty's Government have no desire to raise any objection at present to 
this arrangement, which may have recommended itself as the most convenient for 
adoption in the present, circumstances, but I am desired to add that, as this line of 
railway is mortgaged to British bondholders, it is necessary that there should be a 
clear understanding that the line will revert to its former management on the 
termination of the present hostilities, 

I avail obG 
(Signed) ' CHAKLES S. SCOTT. 
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No. 8. 
#?ir C Scott to the Marquess of Salisbury. — (Received August 2.) 

(Telegraphic.) St. Petersburg h, August 2, 1900. 

REFEREING to your Lordship's telegram of the 26th July and to my despatch 
of the 26th July respecting the railway between Tien-tsin and Taku : 

I have just received a reply from the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

He says that Russian Government has no objection on its side to the under- 
standing, but that, on reversion of line, the question of repaying expenditure incurred 
in repairing and managing must be taken into consideration. 

I am sending by post translation of Russian text of note. 

Count Lamsdorff said to me yesterday that on the termination of hostilities the 
line would naturally revert to former maoagement, but that the Company would have 
to be responsible for the expenditure incurred in repairing the Une, which had been 
almost entirely destroyed. 



No. 9. 
Sir C. Scott to the Marquess of Salisbury. — (Received August 7.) 

My Lord, St. Petersburgh, August 3, 1900. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 26th ultimo, I have the honour 
to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy, in translation, of a note which I have 
received from Count Lamsdorff on the subject of the handing over to the Russian 
military authorities of the Taku-Tien-tsin railway line. 

His Excellency states that the Imperial Government agree that the above line 
shall revert to its former Administration on the termination of the present disturbances, 
it being understood that the question of the expenses incurred in the repair and main- 
tenance of the line shall be taken into account in due season. 

(Signed) ' CHARLES S. SCOTT. 



Inclosure in No. 9. 
Count Lamsdorff to Sir C. Scott. 



(Translation.) Ministry for Foreign Affairs, 1st Department, 

M. TAmbassadeur, St. Petersburgh, July 19 (August 1), 1900. 

IN the note of 13th (26th) July, your Excellency stated that the British Govern- 
ment, while offering no objection to the decision arrived at in the Council of the 
Commanders of the international forces held at Tien-tsin on the 3rd (16th) July as to 
handing over to the Russian military authorities the Taku-Tien-tsin railway line, 
considered it^necessary, however, that the above line should, after the termination of the 
present disturbances, revert to the former Administration with a view to securing the 
mterests of the British holders of the bonds of the railway. 

I have the honour to inform you, in reply to the above note, that the Imperial 
Government does not, on its side, encounter any difficulty in placing the present 
matter on such a basis, it being understood, however, at the same time that the 
question of the expenses incurred in repairing and maintaining the Taku-Tien-tsin 
railway line shall, in due season, be taken mto account and subjected to proper 
consideration. 

Accept, &c. 
(Signed) Count LAMSDORFF. 
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Ko. 10. 

Acting Consul- General Warren to the Marquess of Salisbury. — {Received August 16.) 

(Telegraphic.) Shanghae, August 16, 1900. 

THE Hong Kong and Shanghao Banking Corporation have addressed me on 
behalf of the bondholders of the Chinese Railway Loan, 1898, on the subject of the 
present control of the railway by the Russian troNops, and they request that, both in 
their own interest and that of British influence in the north of China, Her Majesty's 
Grovemment be moved to make such representations as will insure the rendition of the 
line immediately on the cessation of hostilities. They call attention to the facts that 
Russian engineers have shipped railway tools and appliances to Port Arthur, and that 
the railway offices and archives at Tien-tsin were destroyed by the Russians, which 
facts they cite in justification of their apprehension that their interests will be gravely 
prejudiced unless Her Majesty's Government takes action. 



No. 11. 

Vice' Admiral Sir E. Seymour to Admiralty. — {Communicated by Admiralty , August 19.) 

(Telegraphic.) Shanghae, August 19, 1900. 

REFERRING to my telegram of the 17th ultimo, I have information 
Russians claim right to continue railway from Tien-tsin on to Peking, stating 
the whole of line was turned over to them by the Council of Admirals on 
16th July. This was not so, but only the Taku-Tien-tsin section, I and American 
Admiral opposing it. 



No. 12. 
The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir C. Scott. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, August 20, 1900. 

TAKU-TIEN-TSIN Railway. 

With reference to your telegram of the 2nd instant, it is stated by repre- 
sentatives of the bondholders that railway tools and appliances have been slupped to 
Port Arthur by Russian engineers, and that Russian troops destroyed railway offices 
and archives at Tien-tsin. 



No. 13. 
The Marquess of Salisbury to Acting ConsuUGeneral Warren. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, August 20, 1900. 

TAKU-TIEN-TSIN RaUway. 

The Russian Government have stated, in reply to representation from Her 
Majesty's Government of the 25th July, that on cessation of hostilities the Taku- 
Tien-tsin Railway will naturally revert to former management, but that, as regards 
the expenditure incurred in repairing the line, the Company will have to be 
responsible. 
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No. 14 

Consul Carles to the Marquess of Salisbury. — {Received^ vid Chefoo, August 22.) 

{Telegraphic.) Tien-tsin^ August 9, 1900. 

fiuSSIAN engineers are now repairing line north of Tien-tsin. As this portion of 
line is outside that provided for at Admirals' Conference, Gleneral Dorward wrote 
offering to assist ; no definite answer has been returned to his letter. 



No. 15. 
The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir C. Scott. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, August 23, 1900. 

PEKING-TIEN-TSIN Railway. 

With reference to your telegram of the 2nd instant, the Admiral at Shanghae 
hears that a claim to the right of guarding and managing the whole line from 
Tien-tsin on to Peking has been put forward by the Russians. They aflirm that 
the Ooimcil of Admirals on the 16th July turned over the whole line to them. 

Admiral Seymour denies that this was so, and states that it is only of the Taku- 
Tien-tsin section that it is true. 

The Rear- Admiral and the General have been informed by Admiral Seymour that 
the Russians derive no right to hold the line from any decision of the Council above 
mentioned. 



No. 16. 
British and Chinese Corporation to the Marquess of Salisbury. — (Received September 14.) 

My Lord, 3, Lombard Street, London, September 13, 1900. 

THE advices received from Tien-tsin indicate that the Russian occupation of the 
Northern Railway is progressing rapidly, and in a manner to give rise to the most serious 
apprehension that there is a design to make the line a Russian possession, 

A few days ago we were informed that the sections Taku to Tien-tsin, and Tien-tsin 
to Yang-tsun were in Russian hands, and now we are told that they have also occupied 
the Peking terminus. 

The section Yang-tsun to Peking is heavily damaged, and will require about six 
months to repair. Section Tongshan to Sbanhaikwan is in good order, in Chinese hands 
and worked by them. 

The repairs to the section so seriously damaged between Yang-tsun and Peking, we 
consider, should be made by the Railway Company and not by the Russian Government. 
Mr. Kinder is on the spot and available to expeditiously carry out the work. There are 
funds belonging to the Railway Company which might be applied to meet the cost if the 
outlay were sanctioned, and Her Majesty's Government guaranteed the protection of the 
line, and provided also that Her Majesty's Government undertook to include the 
expenditure in the general indemnity recoverable from the Chinese Government. Such 
recovery would be necessary in order to refund the money which is part of the produce of 
the Railway Loan, and held specifically for construction (not repairs). 

The situation created by events is calculated to develop complications unless 
Immediate recognition is given to the ground fact that the line is a security for money 
•raised in England for the express purpose of constructing the railway. 

For these reasons we would urge that attention be given at the earliest possible 
moment to the whole line being brought, if practicable, under the control of the Railway 
<]!ompany, but if for general military purposes the sections from Taku to Tien-tsin and 
Tien-tsin to Yang-tsun must be administered for a time longer, as at present, than that all 
^the other parts should be treated and protected as we have pointed out. 

We have, &c. 
(Per the British and Chinese Banking Corporation, Limited), 

(Signed) W. KESWICK, Chairman. 
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No. 17. 
Foreign Office to India Office* 

Sir, Foreign Office^ September 17, 1900. 

I AM directed by the Marquess of Salisbury to transmit to you, to be laid before 
Lord G. Hamilton, copy of a letter from the British and Chinese Corporation,* urging the 
adoption by Her Majesty's Government of certain measures with a view to the protection 
of British interests in the (mperial Chinese Northern Railway, which they state are preju- 
dicially affected by the occupation of the lines by the Russian military authorities. 

Lord Salisbury will be glad if Lord George Hamilton will cause inquiries to be made 
of the British military authorities in North China as to the extent of the Russian control 
now exercised over the railways. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) T. H. SANDERSON. 



No. 18, 

Foreign Office to British and Chinese Corporation. 

Sir, Foreign Office^ September 17, 1900. 

^ I AM directed by the Marquess of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 13th instant, urging the adoption by Her Majesty's Government of certain 
measures with a view to the protection of British interests in the Imperial Chinese 
Northern Railways which you state are being prejudicially affected by the Russian 
occupation of part of the railvrays. 

I am to state in reply that Her Majesty's Government cannot give any undertaking 
that the expenditure that may ^e incurred by the Railvray Company in carrying out 
repairs on the line will be included in the indemnity to be demanded from the Chinese 
Government, but inquiry will be made of the British military authorities as to the 
extent of Ruasian control at present prevailing over the line, and an endeavour will be 
made to come to an arrangement with the Russians — ^if the facts are as is believed by 
the Company — to substitute an international for a Russian control during the 
military operations. 

The railway vrill, in accordance with the general assurances received from the 
Russian Government revert, after the military operations, to its former legitimate 
management. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 



No. 19. 

General Sir A. Gaselee to Lord G. Hamilton, — {Communicated by India Office, 

September 23.) 
(Telegraphic.) September 20, 1900. 

EBNGTAI railway junction was occupied by us on the 30th August. Since then^ 
by friendly arrangement with tho villagers in the vicinity, we have been successful in 
collecting railway plant, and have begun laying down rails. A Russian detachment 
posted itself south of, and close to, F^ngtai two days ago ; and Russian General now 
sends formal protest against our occupation, requesting our withdrawal on the 
ground that whole line of railway, Tongku-Peking, was handed over to Russians by 
agreement of the Admirals. I have told him that that agreement applies only to 
the line up to Nabend ; that the question of the future management of the line 
of railway is one for our respective Governments to settle ; but that, in the mean- 
time, I shall continue the reconstruction on which I am engaged unless I get 
orders to the contrary. 



♦ No. 16. 
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No. 20. 
Consul Carles to the Marquess of Salisbury. — {Received September 27.) 

-(Extract.) Tien-tsin, August 6, 1900. 

IN reply to yonr Lordship's telegram of the 15th July, I had the honour of 
telegraphing on the 20th ultimo that since Mr. Kinder left Tongshan on the 17th June 
his staff had not been engaged in railway work and that the line from Tongku to 
Tien-tsin since that date bad been in military hands. Further, that at first other Powers 
iiad assisted in repairing line, but latterly Russia had had sole charge. 

The exclusive control latterly exercised by Russia over the line between Tien-tsin 
and Tongku had been granted, as 1 had telegraphed on the 17th July, by a conference 
of the Admirals at Taku, at which the only opponents to this measure were the British 
and American Admirals. 

Mr. Kinder subsequently consulted me as to the advisability ot accepting an offer 
by the Russians to engage him and some members of his staff at their previous salaries, 
but without assigning them any work. 

I advised Mr. Kinder to accept the offer in order that the connection of the British 
staff and the railway might not be interrupted, and with a view to a more favourable 
change taking place later on. 

But Mr. Kinder determined not to do this, as he was opposed to accepting any 
salary from Russians and also to receiving pay for which no work was done. He left 
Tien-tsin for Shanghae soon after, in order to be in more close communication with the 
British and Chinese Corporation at home. 

The control given to Russia at the Conference of Admirals was over the line from 
Tongku to Tien-tsin. As the Russian engineers are now repairing the line north of 
Tien-tsin, General Dorward wrote to offer assistance in its construction. No definite 
reply has been received to this letter, but verbally he has been informed by the Colonel 
in command that the question must be referred to his superiors. 

Since writing the above, I have heard from the Japanese Consul that the Russians 
have repaired the railway from Tongku to Lutai on the Shanhaikwan branch. 



No. 21. 
Acting Consul-Oeneral Warren to the Marquess of Salisbury. — {Received September 27-) 

My Lord, Shanghae, Augt^t 16, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a letter which has been 
addressed to me by the Peking agent of the Hong Kong and Shanghae Banking 
Corporation on the subject of the temporary control at present exercised by Russia 
on the Tien-tsin-Tongku section of the Imperial Chinese railways. 

Mr. Hillier therein lays stress on the urgent desirability of pointing out to the 
Russian authorities that, in terms of the assurance given when they assumed control 
of the line, it must be handed back to the English railway staff the moment active 
hostilities cease. Otherwise he fears that the interests of the bondholders of the 1898 
Railway Loan will be most seriously prejudiced. 

As a justification of the reasonableness of his apprehensions he cites the facts that 
the Russians have removed to Port Arthur a quantity of tools and appliances belonging 
to the railways, and that the railway station and archives at Tien-tsin were destroyed 
by Russian troops. 

I had the honour to convey to your Lordship by telegraph this morning a precis 
of the above communication. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) PELHAM L. WARREN. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 21. 
Hong Kong and Shanghae Banking Corporation to Acting Consul- General Warren. 

(Extract.) iShanghae^ August 14, 1900. 

IN the interests of the bondholders of a loan of 2,300,000/. secured upon th& 
property and earnings of the Imperial railways of North Ohina, I have the honour to 
bring to your notice certain considerations arising from the events now taking place 
in that region, and having a grave bearing upon the important political and com- 
mercial interests which are bound up in the future of those lines ; and I have to beg 
that you will be so good as to recommend the same to the early attention of Her 
Majesty's Government, and of the high naval and military authorities who are dealing^ 
with the position now created by the disturbances in the north. 

The circumstances under which this loan was concluded are well known to Her 
Majesty's Government, and are fully recorded in the special Blue Book issued by them, 
on the subject. The final contract after the introduction of modifications to meet 
objections raised by the Russian Government was concluded on the 10th October, 1898, 
with the knowledge and formal approval of Her Majesty's Government, the terms of 
it which have a bearing on the present point being briefly as follows : — 

1. The management to be Chinese, through a skilled European staff, except in the 
case of foreclosure necessitated by default in interest or instalments of principal, when 
the management may, for the purposes of the loan, pass into the hands of represen- 
tatives appointed by the bondholders. 

2. The Chief Engineer to be British, 

The entire railway line, from Peking to Newchwang, to remain the perpetual 
property of the Chinese Government, and to be inalienable to any foreign 
Power. 

Special prominence and weight was given to the last-named stipulation by its 
embodiment in the form of an assurance conveyed by a separate diplomatic note 
addressed by the Government of China to Her Majesty's Government, of which the 
latter consented to take formal note as constituting a binding engagement on the part 
of the Chinese Government. 

As the principle here involved accords so entirely with the objects clearly set 
forth in the recent declaration of policy in China published by Her Majesty's Gt)vern- 
ment, which supports the government of China by the Chinese and for the Chinese,, 
the bank feels that there should be no grounds to fear a withdrawal of the full support 
which Her Majesty's Government has hitherto extended to the rights of the British 
bondholders under the terms of the contract. At the same time the bank has learned 
with the greatest anxiety of the necessity which has caused the naval authorities at 
Taku to consent to the occupation of one of the most important sections of the railway 
by Russian troops and engineers. 

Whatever assurances may have been obtained from the Russian authorities as to 
the surrender of the railway lines at the close of the present hostilities, I would beg^ 
to submit to Her Majesty's Gt>vernment the urgent desirability of keeping any such 
undertaking clearly before the Russian authorities, and of opposing their occupation 
of the line longer than the exigencies of the situation then demanded. 

The advance of Russian troops and engineers from Tongku in the direction of 
Tongshan and Shanhaikwan would be undoubtedly followed immediately by the 
destruction of the Tongshan workshops and collieries and of the Lan-chow Bridge 
by the Cliinese. Such destruction would preclude the possibility of completely restoring 
traffic on the section named for possibly two years, and would, consequently, render it 
impossible to maintain communication with the port of Chingwangtao during the 
coming winter. 

I inclose a Report of destruction of the railway offices and archives situated in 
the foreign Settlement of Tien-tsin, certified by the Engineer-in-chief and the Chief 
Accountant of the railway. 

I am further informed by the Chief Engineer that the Russians in charge of the 
Tien-tsin-Tongku section have removed and shipped to Port Arthur a quantity of tools 
and appliances belonging to the railways, the loss of which will seriously hamper the 
repair of rolling-stock. 

I understand, however, that the arrangement made by the naval authorities at 
Taku was intended to hold good only until the termination of active hostilities, and 
that it 9pplied solely to the section between Tongku and Tien-tsin. If such is the 
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case, I would submit to Her Majesty^s Government the urgent desirability of requiring 
the strictest adherence to the letter of this understanding, and of insisting that repair- 
ing operations and resumption of management of remaining sections be left to the 
English railway staff, under the protection of British troops. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 21. 
Report on Total Destruction of Imperial Chinese Railway, Head Office^ Tien-tsin. 

June 16. — As by this day the majority of the Chinese employes of the railway had 
bolted, business was practically suspended, and the Accountant closed his offices at 
1 P.M., after duly locking up all books, vouchers, and documents of any value, together 
with what cash there was on hand, in two large Ohubb's safes, quite new and recently 
arrived from England. 

June 17. — Bombardment of the foreign Settlements commenced in the afternoon. 

June 18. — An attack was made on that part of the French Settlement where the 
railway offices are situated. After the repulse of the enemy, the Russian forces 
occupied the railway offices, and ejected the few remaining Chinese employ6s connected 
principally with the telegraph department, who were then on the premises. 

June 28. — The railway offices were burnt and completely destroyed : the Russian 
forces having occupied them from the 18th June to the time of the fire. 

Subsequent examination was made on the site of the Accountant's offices, when it 
was found that both the s-^fes, previously referred to, had been burst open and their 
contents looted, and there is abundant evidence to prove that this had been done 
previous to the fire. The doors of the safes had been entirely removed by cutting out 
the rivets of the hinges, the bolts having been drawn by the use of tools that only 
foreign experts could possibly make use of, and must have occupied considerable time, 
possibly several days* work. One of the hinges was found in the yard a considerable 
distance away from the room where the safes were (a burnt Russian rifle was also 
found in the yard near). The rivets attaching the inner faces of the doors containing 
the bolts had been cut off by means of a chisel. The drawers of the safes had been 
forced by crowbars. The fire had never been fierce enough to bum the point inside 
the safes, but the doors were greatly injured by the heat. The safes were perfectly 
clean inside, and contained no trace of ashes : notes forming part of the contents were 
found scattered over the Settlements, some quite a mile away from the railway offices ; 
it is therefore certain they had been opened previous to the fire. 

The safes in the various Chinese departments of Railway Head Office were also 
broken into and loot^ed. The loss of their contents, together with those of the 
Accountant's safes and the destruction of Railway Head Office by fire, means the total 
and complete loss of all railway records and accounts. Barring an actual occupation 
of the foreign Settlements by an enemy, the contents of the safes were considered to 
be perfectly secure, and their destruction by the forces placed to guard the Settle- 
ments could not have been foreseen ; in fact, it was the last thing to be thought of. 

Contents of Accountant's two safes were : — 

Railway account books and vouchers. 

Dollars and notes to the value of about 2,000 dollars. 

Title-deeds for railway property, Talingho. 

Yingkou — Hsinnington section. 

Railway note forms awaiting signature. 

Accountant's private property to the value of 1,000 dollars. 

Assistant Accountant's (Chinese) private property ; value at present unobtainable. 

Contents of Cashier's safes : — 

17,000 dollars in subsidiary coins. 

8,000 dollars (about) in large dollars. 

Contents of Director Tong's safe : — 

Private securities to the value of over 20,000 taels. 

(Signed) CLAUDE W. KINDER, Engineer-in-chief. 

A. M, BRUCE. Chief Accountant. 

July 4, 1900. 
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India Office io Fafeigh ^Offiee.-^Reeeked OeMber 1.) 

Sir, Tnma Vffice, October 1, 1900. 

I AM directed to forward herewith, for the information of the Marquess of 
Salisbury, copy of a telegram, dated Peking, 24th September, which has been received 
from Lieutenant-General Su- A. Gaselee, relating to Russian control of railways in 
Chihli. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) fe. StEDMAN, laajor- General, 

lUlilitary Sfdretiify. 



liEHjloBure in No. 5^. 
Sir A. Gaselee io India G^ce. 

(Telegraphic.) Vid Tdtoi, September 27, 1906. 

Peking, 24M September. — I have received your telegtam of 19th instant.* 
Line of railway Ta!ku to Yangtsun is absolutely controlled by the Russians. They 
also claim that the whole line to Peking was handed over to them by agreement of 
Admirals. This we contest, and have occupied Fdngtai Junction and Lu-kia-chao on the 
Paoting-fu railway line. In conjunction with Japanese, we are at present repairing 
the line irom Fdngtai towards Yangtsun. The Russians object to this, and have posted 
a detachment in front of F6ngtai. 

Russian General tendered formal protest yesterday, in which he informed me that 
an Imperial Decree has been received by him to construct railway to Peking, and thait 
he has given orders accordingly. To-day I sent to General Linevitch to mform hitn 
that we also could not withdraw without superior orders, which we are awaiting^ 
Interview amicable, but no concession made by either. Line of railway Shanhaikwan 
to Peitang is, I believe, in good order and in possession of Chinese. 



DTo- 23. 

British and Chinese Corporation to Foreign Office.— {Received October 2.) 

Sir, 3, Lombard Street, London, October 1, 1900. 

WE have on several recent occasions submitted information we have received 
regarding the Russian occupation and control of the Imperial railways of North Cbiiia, 
and now beg to supplement our statements by handing you — 

Copy of a letter addressed, on the 14th August, by the Hong Kong and Shanghae 
Banking Corporation to Her Britannic Majesty's Consul-General at Shanghae ; 

Copy of a letter addressed to the Board of this Corporation by Mr. Bruce, the 
Accountant of the railway ; 

Copy of the Report on the destruction of the railway, made by Mr. Kinder, the 
Chief Engineer, and by Mr. Bruce, the Accountant ; 

Copy of letter from Mr. Bruce to Mr. Carles, Her Britannic Majesty's Consul at 
Tien-tsin, dated the 12th July, and 

Extract from a letter to Messrs. Jardine, Matheson, and Co., Shangh&e, from 
their Jtepresentative in Tien-tsin. 

The perusal of these letters and reports impress the Corporation very unfavourably, 
and the manner in which the Russians are fulfilling the trust committed to them by 
the military Representatives of the Powers will probably prove very injurious to the 
line, and most prejudicial to British interests. 

* Secretary oj State for India to Sir A, Gaselee, Peking. 

(Telegraphic.) September 19, 1900. 

PLEASE furnish early report by telegraph regarding exteut of Russian control over railways in Northern 
China. 
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The BqmA of fhis Corporation ^BSfre, thereJore, that the Secretary of State lor 
^Foreign Affairs should be made acquainted with the foots as they reaeh the 
€orporatioii. 

We, Ivtve, Ac. 
fjlor the British and Chinese Corporation, Limited), 
(Signed) W. KESWICK, Chairman. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 23. 

Hong Kong and Shanghae Bank, Peking, to Acting Consul- Oeneral IVan^en, 

August 14, 1900. 

[See Incksore 1 in No. 21.] 



inciosare 2 in No. 28. 
Accountant^ ImpprlaJ, Rfiilways of North China, to the British and Chinese Corporation. 

Gentlemen, Tien-tsin, July 16, 1900. 

I BEG to inclose a copy of a Report on the total destruction of the Railway Head 
Office, Tien-tsin, which I drew up with Mr. Kinder and lodged at the British Consulate. 
A copy of my letter handing the Report to the Consul is also inclosed. These two 
documents explain themselves. 

The extent of the damage to the rest of the railway property — ^track, stations,, 
workshops, rolling-stock, &c., is as yet unknown. 

The section Peking-Tien-tsin is probably destroyed to an extent that means 
practically rebuilding it. 

Of the section Tien-tsin-Tongku only a few miles of the track were destroyed 
sufficiently to stop passage of trains; most of that has now been temporarily repaired, 
and, with the exception of a short gap some nine miles out from Tien-tsin, one can go 
by rail: from here to Tongku. 

The condition of section Tongku-Tongshan is unknown. Section Tongshan- 
Shanhaikwan-Newchwang : report says the Chinese are still working this, in view 
of which, at Mr. Ejnder's suggestion, Mr. Cousins, of Messrs. Jardine, Matheson, 
and Co., representing you here, wrote to the British Consul suggesting that 
BA (^(nal note be sent the Chinese authorities at New<?hwaBg, requesting ^em to 
promptly notify all towns and villages on eitiier side erf the line, that unless the 
railway property was found intact they would be destroyed and burnt by foreign 
forces, same as has happened to the towns and villages on both sides of the track from 
Langfang (half-way station on the Pekinsj line) to Tongku. Such a notification 
might have good results, as those who would be heavy losers by the destruction of 
such towns and villages might be able to offer sufficient inducement to the soldiers 
and rabble to leave railway property alone. 

The problem presented of how to deal with the railway^s foreign staff, and to 
satisfy their claims for salary, had to be promptly dealt with, as the balance of 
xevenue account was limited, and none, of course, coming in. Mr. Kinder therefore 
decided to pay all hands up to end of July, plus a passage home, any further claims 
against the Chinese Imperial Government to be individually claimed for through the 
Consul in due course. 

The railway staff is consequently almost disbanded, except a few who still remain, 
on the chance of some arrangement being come to by which they are to be retained, 
in anticipation of any sudden demand for their services. 

It is, of course, impossible at present to form any opinion as to whether the 
railway will be handed over to the bondholders to control, as to how fresh capital 
required to repair or rebuild the line is to be raised ; but I venture to submit that 
the best interests of the bondholders will be served by Mr. Kinder, and his selection 
from the foreign staff being retained, ready to step into possession shouU opportunity 
offer, and keep in possession until a full sis& can be got together again. 

The interest accruing on loan proceeds, at present on fixed deposit with the Hong 
[202] 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



12 

Kong and Shanghae Bank, London, would probably cover the Expenditure necessary 
to carry out above suggestion. 

The control of the Tien-tsin-Tongku section has been handed over to the Bussians 
until military operations in these partis are brought to a close. 

I remain, &c. 
(Signed) A. M. BRUCE, Accountant. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 23. 
Accountanty Imperial Railways of North Chinas to Consul Carles. 

Sir, Titn-tsin, July 12, 1900. 

I BEG to hand you inclosed :— A Report on the total destruction on the 
28th ultimo of Railway Head Office, Tien-tsin, when all the railway accounts, 
vouchers, and records were lost, requesting that you will be so good as to take note 
of and place same on record at the Consulate. 

The British and Chinese Corporation, London, on behalf of the bondholders of 
the Railway Sterling Loan, hold a lien on these railways, and may wish to lay the 
matter before the proper authorities, when the time arrives for doing so. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) A. M. BRUCE, Accountant. 



Inclosure 4 in ISo. 23. 

Report by the Chief Engineer and the Accountant on the Total Destruction of the Head 
Office of the Imperial Chinese Railway^ Tien-^tsin. 

[See Inclosure 2 in No. 21.] 



Inclosure 5 in No. 23. 

Letter, dated August 11, 1900, from Messi's, Jardine, Matheson^ and Co.'s Representative 

in Tien-tsin to the Firm in Shanghae. 
(Extract.) 

THE railway is being worked satisfactorily between Tongku and Tien-tsin^ but it 
is amazing to see the number of men and officers required to run this little stretch of 
line : the old railway employes prophecy that all the engines will be useless in a 
short time, as the Russians take very little trouble over cleaning them, and do not 
recognize the danger of using creek water. 



No. 24. 
Sir C. MacDonald to the Marquess of Salisbury. — {Received October 6.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking, October 4i, 1900. 

ON his return just now from Tien-tsin, General Gaselee informed me that it had 
been decided by Count von Waldei'see to give the construction and control of the 
railway line from Tongku to Yangtsun to the Russians. He has further decided that 
Germany, with the assistance of other Powers, shall work the line from Yangtsun to 
Peking. As regards the line from Tongku to Shanhaikwan, Count Waldersee suggests 
the control should be handed over to the Russians. 

This decision appears to me unjust. British capital has constructed the entire 
line under British superintendence and control, and Mr. Kinder and his staff are 
furthermore ready to undertake the work. 

No time has been lost in safeguarding the interests of the French bondholders, 
and I have been informed by my French colleague that instructions have been sent 
from Paris to occupy the Luhan line. This has been done at Lukachow with a 
strong force, where the French flag now floats on the bridge. 
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No. 25. 
Sir C. MacDonald to the Marquess of Salisbury. — {Received October 6.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking^ October 5, 1900. 

WITH reference to my telegram of the 4fth October, General Eeid, who 
commands at Shanhaikwan, has reported that 3,000 troops have been landed there by 
the Russians, besides the 3,000 already on shore; that they have taken entire 
possession of the railway, and are proceeding north to Manchuria. 

After consulting with Colonel Grierson, who is on Count von Waldersee's staff, 
General liorne Campbell, commanding in Tien -tsin, considers it advisable that I should 
go to Tien-tsin and have a personal cotiference with the Field-Marshal, for the support 
of British interests. 

Will your Lordship send me instructions ? 



No. 26. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. C. Hnrdinge. 

(Telegraphic ) Foreign Office, ^October 6, 1900, 

A TELEGRAM has been received from General Gaselee, commanding the 
British force at Peking, stating that by the Agreement of the Admirals Russians 
claim that the whole railway from Taku to Peking was handed over to them, and that 
he had received from the Russian General a formal protest against the line from 
iP^ngtai towards Yangtsun being repaired by the British and Japanese. The 
Russian General states further that he has received an Imperial Decree for the 
reconstruction of the line to Peking, and that orders have been given in accordance 
therewith. 

Tou should call the Russian Government's attention to the note of Her Majesty's 
Ambassador of the 26th July last, and to Count Lamsdorff 's reply of the 1st August 
last, in both of which it is expressly mentioned that the line placed temporarily under 
the management of the Russian forces is the one from Tien-tsin to Taku, and you 
should request them to explain this proceeding. 

A report has also reached Her Majesty's Gt)vernment to the effect that the head 
offices of the railway at Tien-tsin were completely destroyed by fire on the 28th June 
last, ten days after the Russian occupation, and the contents of the safes in the 
Accountant's ofece plundered. The Russian authorities must be held responsible 
for the loss suffered in consequence of this action. 

Her Majesty's Government have also heard that the rolling-stock of the railway 
is being painted by the Russians with the colours of the Siberian Railway. 

You should request the Russian Government to make an inquiry as to this 
proceeding, against which Her Majesty's Government feel it their duty to enter a 
strong remonstrance. 



No. 27. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir F. Lascelles. 

-(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, October 7, 19C0. 

YOU should make earnest representations to the German Government in regard 
to the recent arrangements made by Count Waldersee as to the control of the Chinese 
Northern Railways, which form the subject of Sir C. MacDonalds telegram of 
the 4th October, which I am repeating to you. 
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No 28. 

T^e Marquess of Salisbury to Sir G. MacBonald. 

(Tel^gphic.) Poreigti Office^^ October 7, 1900. 

^rrH teferenjce tq your tel^ram of 5 th October; there, is xxo objection to 
y^ur gome to Tieh-tsm to confer with Count Wald^ee as to the arranffement^ vasAfi 
by him inregard to Vhe control of the Chinese Northern Railway^ 

No, 28. 

Mr. C. fiardinge to the Marqvfiss of SfljU^bPfry.-r-meceiye^ Ofitolfer 9.) 

My Lord, 8t. Petersburgh, October 6, 1900. 

I HAV£ the honour to transaiit herewitb to ^oor Lordeliip copy of a note, whicb^ 
in accordance with the instructions contained in your Lordship's telegram of to-day,. 
I have to-day addressed to Count Lnms4orff respecting the proceedings of the Bussian 
military authorities in connection with the railway from Taku to Peking. 

X have &c 
(Signed) ' CHABLES HARDJNGB. 



Inclosure in N9. 29. 
Mr. (p. Hardinge to Qgunt Lqm^orff. 



^. le Comte, St. Petersburgh, Septvmber 23 {October 6), 1900. 

I HAVE th^ honour to inform yojur Excellency, that, acco;r(ling to information 
received hy Her Majesty's Government from the Gen«^ral in command of the British 
forces at Peking, the Eu9sii^n military ai^t^prities cla^m, ^at in accordance with the^ 
Agreement arrived at hy the Admirals of the allied forces on the I6th July larSt, the- 
whole of the railway from Taku to Peking was handed over to them. The General in 
command of the Russian troops bas^ moreoiv^r, a,ddr^ssed to the British General a formal 
protest against the repair by the British an,d Jai^anesa trojops of the railway from Fungtai 
towards Yangtjsun. In this protest it is stated by the Bussian General that an Imperial 
Deyoree foj ^ne reconstruction of the railway to Peking has been re<feiye(^, and tij^t 
9rders iiji this sense have accordingly been given. 

I have therefore receive^ iastruptipns from the Marquess of Salijd)ury to draw the 
attention of the Imperial Government to Her Majesty's Ambassador's note of the^ 
26th July last, and to your Excellency's reply pf the 1st August, in both of which notes 
it is expressly mentioned that the line of railwaj^ placed under the tenoporary care of the 
BusQJan forces is the lin,e from Taku to Tien-tsin, and I have received orders to 
request your Excellency to be qo ^ood as to favour me with au explanation of tb^ 
proceeding. 

A Report has also been received by Her Majesty's Government to the effect that, 
on the 28th June, ten days after the Russian occupation, the head offices of the railway 
at Tien-tsin were completely destroyed by fire, and the accountant's safes plundered. 
As regards this incident, the Marquess of Salisbury states that the Russian authorities 
must, of course, be held responsible for all losses suffered in consequence by the railway 
company. 

Her Majesty's Government have further been informed that the rolling-stock of the 
railway is being painted by the Russian military anthorities, the same colours as the 
rolling-stock ot the Siberian railway. 1 am, in consequence, instructed by the Marquess 
of Salisbury to request that your Excellency will be so good as to cause an inquliy to be 
made as to this proceeding against which Her Majesty's Government must remx)n3tr|ite 
strongly. 

I avail &c 
(Signed) ' CHARLES HARDINGE. 
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JmdrtOly » F*rt!t^ Offic&;^(R^ceif>ea Oiflaber 9.) 

I AM commanded by my Lords GOMMii^otters of the ^iiH^iiftf t6 WmixSt 
herewHIi, for the q^rmntidVi tff tlM 8eK»r««a/fy o¥ ^iW^t^, teopy of ^ IMt^ frofn the 
Gomtmrnder-itt-chiief ota tfc^ C^n^ fitatioh, dated th^ 24th Au^tidt fo^, i^^sj^^g tb6 
adSon of Bassia in coftn^eotton with th6 Iteperiltl iN'drl^erh ObfifreM^ RfANv^yfi. 

I *to-, fee. 
(Signed) EVAN MAOGREGOR. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 30. 
VicerAdmiral Sir E. Seymour to Admiralty. 



August 24, 1900. 

SUBMITTED for consideration. The circumstances connected with the occupation 
of the Taku-Peking Line are as follows : — 

Soon after the expedition of the naval forces to attempt to relieve Peking had 
started, the railway was more or less destroyed along its whole length. At the Taku 
«nd it was complete as far as Chun-liak).«;-C^eng. Above that place the Russians 
commenced repairing towards Tien-tsin, at first with other nations, but eventually it was 
left entirely in the hands of the Ru[i^ans. 

This was the position when I returned to Tien-tsin on the 26th June. The 
Russians wei*e hblditig th6 wiflway from Taku towards Tien-tsin, but Captain Wise, 
of the United States* ship *^Monocacy," had charge of the wharves and railway station 
at Tongku (Taku). 

Having made inquiries, I found that the forAier and regtilar Eui-opean fefcaff then 
in Tien-tsin, with Mr. Kinder at the head, together wit!^ their Obitiese employes, could 
nndertake the repairs of the railway, assisted, if necessary, by our Eoyal Engineers, in 
which Brigadier-General Dorward agreed. I therefore broached the subject of the 
transfer of the railway and repairs to its proper staff at an intemew 1 had with Admiral 
Alexeieff a few days before I left Tien-tsin on the 11th July, giving him the reasons 
which, in my opinion, rendered this course desirable. He said he would send a 
<;ommunication next day, but did not do so then nor up to the time I left. 

After my return to the squadron I received Admiral Alexeieff^s letter, the result 
of which was a meeting of the Senior N&val Officers Of the nations then represented off 
Taku. A copy of the Minutes of this meeting I inclose. For the sake of harmony 
I acquiesced in the decision Chived ^t, but voted against it, as did also the United 
Slates' Admiral. 

I have recerttly heard on reliable authority, but unofficially, that the Russians 
now claim the right to hold and repair the line up to Peking, stating that the railway 
was handed over to them by the decision of the meeting referred to above, which is not 
at all the case, as it only referred to the line up to Tien-tsin. They are now actually in 
possession above Tien-lsin, but a reference to the Minutes of the meeting on t'he 
16th July clearly shows that only the Tongku- (Taku) Tien-tsin section was intended to 
be in their chaise. 

(Signed) E. H. SEYMOUR. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 30. 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Senior Naval Officers in command of Ships of Foreign Powers 
present off Taku, held on board Her Britannic Majesty's Ship " Centurion '* on 
July 16, 1900. 

BY request of Admiral Alexeieff the question of transferring the mani^ement of 
the railway service between Tongku and Tien-tsin to specialists of the Imperial 
Russian army, which would also take the rcaponsibility for the safety of the place was 
put forward for discussion. 

Vice- Admiral Seymour suggested the transfer of the railway service to its former 
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staff under the direction and protection of on^ of the allies, which would then leave the 
Russian railway service staff free for other work. 

It was decided' by a majority of votes that the management of the line from 
Tongku to Tien-tsin should be placed in the hands of the Russians who would also have 
the responsibility of guarding it ; but the railway is to be given over to the former 
Administration as soon as military circumstances admit. 

As a consequence of the above decision, Captain Wise's appointment by the 
Council to take charge of the railway station at Tongku will end as soon as the above- 
mentioned railway is placed entirely under Russian control, which it was agreed should 
take place at 9 a.m. on the 18th instant, 

(Signed) E. H. SEYMOUR. 

TOGO. 

HILTEBRANDT. 

BENDEMANJtf 

COURREJOLLES. 

REMEY. 

C A SELLA. 

KOTTOWITZ. 



No. 31. 

India Office to Foreign Office. -^{Received October 9.) 

Sir, India Office, October 8, 1900. 

IN continuation of this office dated the 1st instant, I am directed to forward 
herewith, for the information of the Marquess of Salisbury, copy of a telegram, dated 
Peking, the 3rd October, which has been received from Lieutenant-Greneral Sir A. Gaselee 
regarding railway arrangements in Chihli under the direction of Field- Marshal Count 
\V aldersee. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) F. WHITMORE SMITH. 



Inclosure in No. 31. 
General Sir A. Oaselee to Lord G. Hamilton, 

(Telegraphic.) Vid Taku/ October 5, 1900. 

PEKING, 3rd October. 

I saw General von Schwartzhoflf, Chief of the Staff, before leaving Tien-tsin on 
the 1st October. He informed me that Field-Marshal Commanding the Allied Forces 
had already arranged for Russians to work railway from Tongku to Yang-tsun, and 
that portion from Yang-tsun to Peking was to be reconstructed by the Germans assisted 
by British and other allied troops. Informed me the Shanhaikwan-Tongku line would 
probably be worked by the Russians. Represented to Chief of the Staff that, in my 
opinion, the proper person to intrust with the reconstruction of all railways would be 
Mr. Kinder, who could work in the interests of owners of the lines and also in military 
interests. In my opinion he, as an expert well acquainted with the lines and the resources^ 
of the country, would get the railway in order quicker and better than any one else. 
Mr. Kinder was present at interview. Mr. Kinder and Mr. Hillier called on me 
subsequently, and said that purely military management line of railways would be most 
detrimental to interests of owners, as they were quite certain that reconstruction would 
not be efficiently performed. I said to them as 1 had already explained my views and 
as I was under orders of the Field-Marshal I could not do more, but suggested their 
asking Count Waldersee for personal interview. 
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Xo. 32. 

India Office to Foreign Office. — {Received October 10.) 

Sir, India Office, October 9, 1900, 

IN continuation of this office dated the &th instant, I am directed to forward 
herewith, for the information of the Marquess of Salisbury, copy of a telegram dated 
Peking, 6th instant, which has been received from Lieutenant-Gei^eral Sir A. 
Gaselee, relating to the control of railway in North China. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) F. WHITMORE SMITH, 

Assistant Military Secretary. 



Inclosure in No. 32. 
General Sir A. Gaselee to India Office. 



(Telegraphic.) Peking, October 6, vid Toku, October 8, 1900. 

I AND Generals Yamaguinehi and Chaffee, commanding Japanese and American 
forces in China, sent the following telegram to Field - Marshal Count Waldersee 
to-day : — 

** The question of railway communication during the winter has been considered' 
by us collectively, and we submit to your Excellency's earnest consideration the 
proposition that, on military grounds alone, the most satisfactory manner of dealing 
with repair and management of railw^ay lines is to transfer to the Railway Adminis- 
tration, under its own officials, the whole railway system, including the work-shops, 
rolling-stock, and material, from Shanhaikwan to Peking, as they are alone capable of 
obtaining requisite labour and of fully utilizing the resources locally. We are assured 
by Messrs. Hillier, of the Hong Kong Bank and Cousins of Jardine Comjpany, that 
they recognize the necessity of military co-operation, and are prepared, if necessary, to 
utilize military assistance, but we are convinced that the Administration management^ 
both as regards construction and traffic, would be more effective than either joint 
or individual military control ; further, that Mr. Kinder from his local knowledge 
and experience is better able to collect and handle large numbers of skilled workmen 
trained by him and his staff. It is certain that large quantities of hidden materials 
will be recovered, with the Railway Administration's manager in charge. General 
Chaffee adds that he is representing this view to his Government for such diplomatic 
action as they may think fit to take." 



No. 33. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir C. MacDonald. 

[Sent through Tien-tsin.] 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, October 10, 1900. 

I HAVE directed Her Majesty's Charg^ d'Affaires to make representations 
respecting Russian treatment of railway. But the Emperor and Government are in 
the Crimea, which occasions much delay. 



No. 34. 
Foreign Office to British and Chinese Corporation. 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 11, 1900. 

I LAID before the Marquess of Salisbury your letter of the 1st instant, transmitting 
copies of correspondence relative to the Russian occupation and control of the Imperial 
railways of North China. 

I am directed by his Lordship to infonn you in reply that the letter addressed to 
the Acting British Consul-General at Shanghae on the 14th August by the Peking 
202] D 
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Agent of the Hong Kong and Shanghae Banking Corporation, as well as the report on 
the destruction of the railway drawn up by Mr. Kinder, the Chief Engineer, and 
Mr, Bruce the Accountant, which formed Inclosures 1 and 4 in your communication, have 
also been received in this Department through Her Majesty's Consulate-General, and 
that the matter is receiving the consideration of the Secretary of State, who has 
dif^cted Her Majesty's Charge d'Affaires at St. Petersburgh to make representations to 
the Russian Government as to the proceedings of their mUitary authorities. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 



No. 35. 
Sir C. MacDonald to the Marquess of Salisbury. — (Received October 19.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking, October IS, 1900. 

I HAVE received an official Report as to the occupation of Shanhaikwan. An 
officer with eighteen men hoisted the British flag at 5 p.m. on the 30th September on 
the railway station. On the 2nd October the Russians came in along the line from 
Tongshan and by sea at 2 a.m. 

The Russians refuse to acknowledge any other rights but those of conquest, and 
claim all the line from Tongku to Newchwang solely on these grounds. 

Prince Ching and Li Hung-chang had sent orders to the Chinese troops, and these 
accordingly made no resistance. 



No. 36. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. C. Hardinge. 

fTelegraphic.) Foreign Office, October 20, 1900. 

OOmMUNIOATE substance of Sir C. MacDonald's telegram of the 18th 
October to Minister for "Foreign Affairs, and point out that the claim advanced 
by the Russian authorities to the whole line between Tongku and Newchwang by 
right of conquest is entirely at variance with the assurances of the Russian Govern- 
ment that no territorial encroachments on Chinese territory would be made by them. 

No. 37. 
Sir C. MacDonald to the Marquess of Salisbury. — {Received October 22.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking, October iO, 1900. 

COUNT VON WALDERSEE has issued an Army Order, dated the 18th October, 
containing the text of a Convention made between himself and the Russian Com- 
manding General. 

The Convention sets forth that the Russian troops having taking possession of the 
line from Shanhaikwan to Yangtsun, they will continue to repair, work, and protect 
it, together with the station at Shanhaikwan, which the international troops seized ; 
that the Russians are not proposing to repair and work the line from Yangtsun to 
Peking, so that Count Waldersee*s army head-quarters will take that over. 

The army head-quarters order, in another Army Order dated the 19th October, 
that the control of repairing the line from Yangtsun to Peking shall be given to a 
German oflBcer, named Major Bauer, and it is further stated that the section 
Kwangtsun-Peking will be repaired by British troops, the Japanese to work 
towards Yangtsun from Kwangtsun, and the Germans then to work towards 
Kwangtsun. 

If we acquiesce in the Army Order, the following will be under purely Russian 
control: — 

The workshops and railway stores at Tongshan and Shanhaikwan, the railway 
stations of Tientsin, Tongku, Tongshan, and Shanhaikwan, and the line from Yanertsun 
to the last-mentioned place. 
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No. 38. 

Mr. C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Salisbury. — (Received October 29.) 

(Telegraphic.) St. Petersburgh, October 29, 1900. 

A KEPLY has reached me to-day from Count Lamsdorff to the note I addressed 
to his Excellency on the 6th instant on receipt of the instructions conveyed to me in 
your Lordship's telegi'am of the Cth instant. 

His Excellency gives me the following information, which Admiral Alexeieff has 
telegraphed to him. 

The Russian military authorities, after the Agreement of the 16th July, continued 
the work of restoring the railway line Jup to and beyond Yangtsun for the common 
use of the allied forces. The Admiral states that the Commander of the British 
detachment made no objection whatever. 

The task of repairing the railway line from Yangtsun to the eastward was 
placed in the hands of the German military authorities by order of His Majesty the 
Emperor. 

Admiral Alexeieff is absolutely ignorant of the protest which the Commander of 
the Russian detachment is said to have made to the British General against the repair 
by the English and Japanese forces of the line from Fdngtai to Yangtsun. 

With regard to the reported action of the Russian authorities in painting the 
rolling-stock in the same colours as those used for the Siberian railway, the note states 
that, since the colour in which the rolling-stock is painted remains the same as it was 
before, the report is evidently an invention. 

Count Lamsdorff goes on to say that, in view of the decisive refutation of the 
information furnished to your Lordship contained in the explanations given above, the 
Imperial Government cannot conceal the fact that they are greatly perplexed at the 
protest mentioned in my note. 

I shall not fail to transmit a copy of Coimt Lamsdorff's communication to your 
Lordship at an early date. 



No. 39. 

Sir E. Satow to the Marquess of Salisbury. — (Received October 30.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking, October 30, 1900. 

FIFTY miles of railway material, which belongs to Messrs. Jardine, Matheson, and 
Co., have been seized by the Russians at Newchwang. 

British military authorities were in treaty with above firm for repairing the Peking 
end of the railway. 

I would earnestly press that a protest may be lodged at St. Petersburgh against thi& 
action of tiie Russian authorities. 



No. 40. 
Sir E. Satow to the Marquess of Salisbury. — (Received October 30.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking, October 30, 1900. 

THE Chinese Engineering and Mining Company are prevented by the Russians 
from working the Tong-shan and Linsi collieries and from selling the coal. The mines 
will be ruined, as water is rising in the shafts. 

Should the Bussians be unable to furnish a suflBcient military force to protect the 
collieries, we could, in the opinion of General Barrow, provide the necessary detachment 
for that purpose. 
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No. 41. 

Sir E. Satow to the Marquess of Salisbury. — (Received October 30.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking, October 30, 1900. 

I HAVE received a note from M. Joostens, the Belgian Minister, informing me that 
the Engineer-in-chief of the Peking and Hankow Railway has made an agreement with 
the Representatives of the German and Russian forces to supply material at cost price for 
the repair of the line between Peking and the sea, the Railway Company to receive in 
a^turn : — 

1 . When the work of reconstruction has been executed, one train per diem for the 
transport of rolling-stock ; 

2. When the repairs of the F6ngtai-Paoting line are completed, construction 
r materials to be carried from Tongshan to Ffingtai at a reduction of 50 per cent. ; and 

3. Goods carried over their line, on account of the Peking-Tien- tsin Railway, to enjoy 
. a similar reduction of 50 per cent. 

I have sent M. Joostens a note in reply this day, in which I have reserved the rights 
of the bondholders, and maintained the protest made by the British militaiy authorities 
against armngements for dividing the line between the Germans and Russians. 



No. 42. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. C. Hardinge. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, October 31, 1900. 

YOU should ask the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs for an explanation of 
the seizure by Russians at Newchwang of 50 miles of railway material belonging to 
Jardine, Matheson, and Co., for which the British military authorities were in treaty 
for repairing the Peking end of the line, reported in Sir E. Satow's telegram of 
30th October. 



No. 43. 
The Marquess oj Salisbury to Mr. C. Hardinge. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, October 31, 1900. 

WITH reference to your telegram of the 29th October, the statement that the 
repair of the line from xangtsun to the ** east " has been intrusted to the German 
military authorities should, we conclude, read " north-west," i.e., towards Peking. 

The British General at Tien-tsin made an offer t^ assist in repairing the line 
north of that place, but to this no definite answer was returned. 

It would seem that the Kussian Grovernment are not kept informed of the 
proceedings, in regard to the railway, of their military authorities. 

General Gaselee's telegrams, to which I refen'ed in my telegram of the 6th October, 
are dated the 20th and 24th September. He reported that a formal protest 
had been received by him from the Russian General, to the effect stated in mv 
telegram ; that a detachment had been posted by the Russians in front of Fdngtai, 
which had, on the 30th August, been occupied by a British force ; and that he sent 
word on the 24th September to General Liuevitch that the British force could not be 
withdrawn without ordera from a superior authority. 

On the 30th September, at 5 P.M., a British officer and eighteen men, acting under 
the orders of Count Waldersee, occupied Shankaikwan railway station. 

On the 2nd October, at 2 A.M., the Russian forces, without any such orders, 
arrived by sea and along the line from the direction of Tongshan, and claimed the 
whole line from Tongku to Newchwang by right of conquest, refusing to recognize any 
other rights. 

Count Waldersee's Ainny Order of the 18 th October was issued in consequence of 
this occupation by the Russians, notwithstanding its unauthorized character. This 
Order in no way dealt with the rights of this country formally recognized in an 
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4-greement between the British and Russig-n Governments, but only with the raiiitary 
Situation created by the unauthorized action of the Russian Commander. 

We have just i-eceived a telegram from Sir E. Satow, stating that 50 miles of 
railway material belonging to Messrs. Jardine, Matheson, and Co., for which the British 
military authorities were in treaty for repairing the Peking end of the line, has been 
seized by the Russians at Newchwang* 

A formal and earnest protest should be entered against these proceedings, and you 
should request that instructions be sent to the Russian local authorities to at once 
hand over to the chief engineer and his staff the whole of the line now under Russian 
occupation, subject to such military control in Chihli by Count Waldersee as may be 
necessary to insure the lines being available for the forces of all the allied Powers, 
without distinction, and to restore the railway material to its legitimate owners. 

No. 44. 

Sir E. Satow to the Marquess of Salisbury.— {Received November 1.) 

{Telegraphic.) Peking, November 1, 1900. 

WITH reference to my telegram of the 30th ultimo, referring to the seizure 
of the railway material at Newchwang : 

October 6th was the date on which it took place. 

No. 46. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Mr C Hardinge. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office^ November 1, 3900. 

IN the event of the Russians making any complaint of our having concluded the 
Anglo-German Agreement without previously consulting them, you should dwell on 
the fact that the conduct and language of Russian officers in the Far East, in respect 
to the Chinese Railway from Newchwang to Peking, and the way in which the 
property of British subjects on that railway has been dealt with by the Russian mili- 
tary authorities, has caused much perplexity to Her Majesty's Government. The 
Russian Government have given us many satisfactory assurances with respect to their 
intentions in these matters, but the little attention paid to the avowed policy of the 
Russian Government by officers on the spot has deterred us from fuller com- 
mimication. 

No. 46*. 

7%e Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. C. Hardinge. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, November 2, 1900. 

WITH reference to Sir E. Satow's telegram, undated, received on the 
1st November, reportina; the refusal of the Russian authorities to allow the Tongshan 
and Linsi collieries to be worked, you should make a representation to the Russian 
<}overnment in favour of the removal of the prohibition. 

No. 46. 
The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir F. Lascelles. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, November 2, 1900. 

WITH reference to Sir E. Satow's telegram of the 1st November, repeated to you, 
the arrangements referred to with regard to rdilway traffic assume to deal with private 
British commercial interests without consultation with the persons affected or com- 
munication with Her Majesty's Government. 

You should request the Grerman Government to obtain from Count Waldersee an 
-explanation of these arrangements 
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* No. 47. 

Sir F. Lascelles to the Marquess of Salisbury, — (Received Kotemher 3.) 

(Telegraphic.) Berlin^ November 3, 1900. 

THE substance of the instructions contained in your Lordship's telegram of 
yesterday's date of the 2nd instant was communicated by me to Baron von 
Eichthofen, on whom I called this morning. I told his Excellency that I would also 
address a note on the subject to him. 

No. 48. 
Mr. C. Harding t to the Marquess of Salisbury. — (Received November 3.) 

(Telegraphic.) St. Petersburgh, November 3, 1900. 

I HA.VE the honour to state that I have to-day carried out the instructions 
conveyed to me in your Lordship's telegram of the 31st October with regard to the 
proceedings of the Russian military authorities in China in connection with the 
railways. When handing in a formal protest, I availed myself of the opportunity to 
dwell on the feeling of pei-plexity wOiich the divergence between the action of officers of 
the Russian arm}^ now in China and the openly avowed policy of their Government 
caused to Her Majesty's Government. 

A copy of the protest which I made will be sent to your Lordship by this evening's 
post. 

No. 49. 

Mr. C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Salisbury. — (Received November 6.) 

My Lord, St. Petersburgk, October 22, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship copy of a note which, 
in accordance with the instructions contained in your Lordship's telegram of the 
20tb instant^ I addressed to Count LamsdorfT, informing his Excellency of the hoisting 
of the British flag on the railway station at Shanhaikwan, the subsequent arrival of the 
Russian forces, and the claim made by them to the whole of the line from I'ongku to 
Newchwang by right of conquest, all other rights to the railway being ignored. It is 
further pointed out in the accompanying note that such proceedings on the part of the 
Bussian military authorities are entirely at variance with the assurances which have been 
given by the Eussian Government that they will abstain from any territorial acquisition 
in China. 

I handed this note this afternoon to M. Easily, who promised to forward it to 
Livadia, but on my reading its contents to him, he observed that he failed to understand 
the exact cause of this representation on the part of Her Majesty's Government, since it 
was evident that the line was merely under military occupation by the Bussian forces. 

I pointed out to M. Basil^ that, apart from the fact that the line was only partially 
occupied by Russian troops, the railway had been constructed with the money of British 
shareholders, and had been oflScially recognized by the Bussian Government in the past 
as an undertaking in which Great Britain held a legitimate interest. The claim made 
by the military authorities to the whole of the line to Newchwang by right of conquest, 
and their refusal to recognize any other rights to the line, could hardly be said to be 
consistent with merely a temporary occupation of the line, and for this reason it appeared 
to Her Majesty's Government that the action of the military authorities had been in 
contradiction with the assurances of the Bussian Government as to abstention from any 
acquisition of territory in China. 

I expressed my regret to M. Basily that it should be again my duty to make a 
representation respecting the action of the Bussian military authorities in China, who 
seemed to me to be constantly acting in direct opposition to the declared policy of the 
Russian Government. The action of General Lin6vitch in connection with the Peking- 
Tien-tsin Railway, and the public declarations of Generals Grodekoff and Gribaky in 
Manchuria, would have been suflScient to shake the confidence of Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment if they had not had complete reliance on the assurances of the Emperor and of the 
Bussian Government. 
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To my remarks M. BasUy only replied that the policy of the Russian Govemment 
could only be formulated by Count LamsdorfF, and that the declarations of Russian 



Generals had no binding force. 



(Signed) ' CHARLES HARDINGE. 



Inclosurein No. 49. 
Jiff t C. Hardinge to Count Lamsdorff. 



M. le Comte, 8t. Petersburgh, Oetober 21, 1900, 

ACCORDING to the official reports received by Her -Majesty's Government, it 
ai^ars that at 6 p.m. of the 30th September, the British flag was hoisted on the railway 
station of Shanhaikwan by a British officer accompanied by eighteen men. At 2 a.m. 
of the 2nd October the Russian forces arrived by sea and along the line of railway from 
the direction oi Tongshan, the Chinese troops, acting under orders from Li Hung- 
chang and Prince Ching, having ofiered no opposition to the action of the allied forces. 
The Russian military authorities have laid claim to the whole of the line of railway 
from Tongku to Newchwang by right of conquest, and refuse to recognize any other 
rights. 

In communicating, by order of Her Majesty*s Government, the above information, I 
have the honour to point out to your Excellency, in accordance with the instructions I 
have re<?eived from the Marquess of Salisbury, that the claim now advanced by the 
Russian military authorities is entirely at variance with the assurances given by the 
Imperial Government that they would abstain from any «teFritowftl *«,a^ui4tiau in. 
China. 

I avail, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES HARDINGE, 



No. 50. 
Mr. C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Salisbury. — (Received November 2.) 

My Lord, St. Petersburgh, October 29, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship copy of a note which I 
have received in semi-official form from Count Lamsdorff in reply to that addressed by me 
to his Excellency on the 6th instant respecting the proceedings of the Russian military 
authorities in connection with the repair and occupation by them of the Tien-tsin-Peking 
section of the Taku-Peking Railway. 

Your Lordship will observe that Admiral AlexeieflP has stated to Count Lamsdorff 
thai no objections were raised by the Commander of the British detachment to the repair 
by the Russian military authorities of the line to Yangtsun and beyond ; that he knows 
absolutely nothing of the protest made by the Commander of the Russian detachment to 
the British General respecting the repair of the line from Fengtai to Yangtsun by the 
British and Japanese forces ; and that the painting of the rolling-stock in the colours of 
the carriages of the Siberian Railway is an invention. 

Admiral Alexeieff further states that the repair of the line from Yangtsun to the East 
was intrusted by order of the Emperor to the German military authorities. 

In view of the foregoing statement of Admiral Alexeieff, and of Count Lamsdortf's 
remarks in the penultimate paragraph of his note, I venture to suggest to your Lordship 
that it would be very desirable that the statements contained in my note of the 
6th October should be duly substantiated in order that Her Majesty's Government may 
not lay themselves open to the indictment of preferring charges against the Russian 
military authorities in China, which Count Lamsdorff considers to have been ** decisively 
refuted/' 

It is worth noting that no allusion is made in Count Lamsdorff's note to the burning 
of the railway station at Tien-tsin and to the plundering of the Accountant's safes, from 
which it may be presumed that the accuracy of that statement is not contested. 

I have &c« 
(Signed) ' CHARLES HA.RD1NGE. 
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Inciosure in No. 50. 

Count Lamsdorff to Mr. C Hardinge. 

(Translation.) Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs^ Yalta, 

M. le Charge d'Affaires, October 12 (25), 1900. 

OK" receipt of your note of the 23rd September (6th October) of this year, I did not 
fail to request the Chief of the Quantung Province to furnish me with the necessary 
explanations on the subject referred to in the same. 

From information now supplied to me by telegraph by Vice-Admiral Alexeieff, it 
would appear (1) that after the Agreement of the 10th July and the events which 
followed, the Russian military authorities continued to restore the railway line leading ta 
Yangtsun and beyond for the general use of the allied forces, having met with absolutely 
no objections on the part of the Commander of the British detachment ; (2) that, in 
accordance with the order of His Imperial Majesty the Emperor, the repair of the line 
from Yangtsun to the East was intrusted to the German military authorities ; (3) that, as 
regards the protest of the Commander of the Russian detachment, which, it is alleged, the 
latter made to the English General relative to the repair by the Anglo- Japanese forces of 
the line from F^ngtai to Yangtsun, absolutely nothing is known to Vice-Admiral 
Alexeieff; that, finally (4), the report respecting the painting of the rolling-stock of the 
railway in question by the Russian authorities the same colour as the carriages of the 
Siberian line is evidently an invention, because the colour of the above-mentioned rolling 
stock remains as before. 

In view of the above explanations so decisively refuting the information received by 
the Marquess of Salisbury, the Russian Government cannot conceal its great perplexity at 
the protest mentioned in your note of the 6th October. 

I beg that you will convey the foregoing to the knowledge of Her Majesty's 
Government. 

Accent &c« 
(Signed) ' Comte LAMSDORFF. 



No. 51. 

Mr. C. Hardin ge to the Marquess of Salisbury. — {Received November 5.) 

My Lord, St. Petersburgh, November 1, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a copy of a note which, 
in accordance with the instructions contained in your Lordship's telegram of 
yesterday, I have addressed to Count Lamsdorff asking for an explanation of the 
proceedings of the Russian authorities at Uewchwang in seizing 60 miles of railway 
material, the property of Messrs. Jardine and Co., for which the British military 
authorities were in Treaty. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES HARDINGR. 



Inciosure in No. 51. 
Mr. C Hardinge to Count Lamsdorf. 



M. le Comte, St. Petersburgh, October 19 (November 1), 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that, from information received by 
Her Majesty's Government, it appears that the Russian authorities have seized at 
Newchwang 60 miles of railway material belonging to Messrs. Jardine and Co., for 
which the British military authorities were in Treaty for the repair of the end of the 
railway line in occupation by them. 

I have been instructed by the Marquess of Salisbury to bring these facts to your 
Excellency's knowledge, and to request you at the same time to be so good as to favour 
me with an explanation of this proceeding on the part of the Russian authorities at 
JNewchwang. 

I avail, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES HARDINGE. 
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Ko. 62- 

Sir F. Lascelles to the Marquess of Salisbury, — {Received November 5.) 

(Extract.) Berlin, November 3, 1900. 

I HAD the honour last night of receiving a repetition of Sir E. Satow's telegram 
of 30th October and your Lordship's telegram of the 2nd instant, and called again this 
morning on Baron von Richthofen to inform him that I was about to address a note to 
him on the subject of the arrangements which had been come to between the 
Bepresentatives of the German and Russian forces and the Chief Engineer of the 
Peking-Hankau Railway. 

I have the honour to inclose a copy of the note which I have this day addressed to 
Baron von Richthofen. 



Inclosure in No. 52. 
Sir F. Lascelles to Baron von Richthofen. 



Your Excellency, Berlin^ November 3, 1900. 

HER Majesty's Minister at Peking has reported to Her Majesty's Principal 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs that certain arrangements have been come to 
between the Representatives of the German and Russian forces in China and the 
Engineer-in-chicf of the Peking-Hankau line with regard to the repairs of the line 
between Peking and the coast. 

In accordance with instructions which I have received from the Marquess of 
Salisbury, I have the honour to request your Excellency to obtain explanations from 
Field-Marshal Count Waldersee of those arrangements by which British private 
commercial interests are dealt with without communication with Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment or consultation with the persons interested, 

I avail, &c. 
(Signed) FRANK C. LASCELLES. 



No. 53. 

General Officer Commanding British Contingent, China, to Lord O. Hamilton. — 
{Communicated by India Office, November 5.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking, November 5, 1900. 

1 AM informed by Colonel Grierson that it has been officially reported to the 
Field-Marshal Commanding-in-chief that Russians now taking necessary steps to 
repair railway line, and assisting British at Shankaikwan wdth materials for construc- 
tion of branch line. 

I told Field-Marshal that I adhered to opinion that it would have been better 
plan to intrust work to the railway Administration, who at that time would have been 
m a better position to reconstruct and work line than any single ally. 



No. 54. 

Mr. C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Salisbury. — {Received November 6.) 

My Lord, St. Petersburgh, November 3, 1900. T' 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship copy of a note which, in 
accordance with your Lordship's telegraphic instructions, I have addressed to Count 
Lamsdorff, making a formal protest against the proceedings of the Russian military 
authorities in CMna in connection with the Peking-Newchwang Railway; and asking 
that orders may be sent to the Russian local authorities to at once restore to their 
legitimate owners the railway material seized by them, and to hand over the whole line 
now under Russian occupation to the Chief Engineer and his staffs subject to such 
military control in Chili as Count Waldersee may consider necessary for the free use of 
the line by the troops of the allied Powers without distinction. 

[202] E 
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I handed this note to M. Easily to-day, who promised to send a summary by tele- 
graph to Count Lamsdorff at Livadia and a copy by post. 

Referring to Count Lamsdorff 's note of the i2th (26fch) October, 1 told M. Easily 
that I did not consider the term '^ decisively refuting " used by Count Lamsdorff as at 
all conveying the true result of the inquiries addressed by him to Admiral Alexeieff 
r^pecting the statements made by Her Majesty's Government as to the proceedings of 
the Russian military authorities on the Tien-tsin-Peking Railway, I reminded him that 
three points had been raised : — 

1. The repair of the line from Tien-tsiii to Peking, and the protest made by the 
Russian General against the repair of the line at Fengtai. 

2. The burning of the Tien-tsin Railway Station, and the plundering of the safes. 

3. The painting of the rolling-stock in the colours of the Siberian Railway. 

As regards the first point, the statement of Admiral Alexeieff that absolutely 
nothing was known to him cannot be accepted as a conclusive proof of the protest not 
having been made, while the telegrams received from the Eritish General in command 
were weighty proofs that such a protest had in reality been made. 

No remark was made in Count Lamsdorff^s note respecting the burning of the 
station at Tien-tein and the plundering of the safes, from which it may be inferred that 
the accuracy of this statement is admitted. 

Ac regards the painting of the rolling-stock, I remarked that nobody would be 
more pleased than Her Majesty's Government if the news of this incident were proved 
to be an invention, but I begged to remind M. Easily that, in my note to Count 
Lamsdorff of the 6th October, I asked his Excellency to make an* inquiry as to this 
alleged proceeding, against which, if corroborated, Her Majesty's Government found it 
necessary to remonstrate strongly. 

I seized the opportunity to allude to the remarks that I had already made 
to M. Easily on the 22nd October, as reported in my despatch of that date, 
respecting the proceedings of the Russian military authorities in China, which remarks 
had been fully confirmed by a telegram which f received yesterday from your Lord- 
ship, of which I read to M. Easily an extract in French. 1 impressed upon him that I 
had not been instructed by your Lordship to communicate to him the substance ot this 
telegram, which was merely intended to inform me of the views of Her Majesty's 
Government upon the correspondence that had recently taken place respecting railways 
in China, but that I had thought that it would be aseful that Count Lamsdorff should 
thoroughly understand the views held by Her Majesty's Government on the subject. 

M. Easily listened atten lively to all that I said to him, and promised to transmit 
my remarks as nearly as possihle to Count Lamsdorff, who he hoped would within a 
short space of time return to JSt. Petersburgh and give his personal attention to this 
matter. 

I have Sec 
(Signed) ' CHARLES HARDINGR. 



Inclosure in No. 54 
Mr. C. Hardinge to Count Lamsdorff'. 



M, le Comte, St. Petersburgh, October 20 {November 2), 1900. 

IN accordance with the request contained in your Excellency's note of the 12tli 
(26th) October, I had the honour to communicate its contents by telegraph to Her 
Majesty's Government. 

In a communication which I have received to-day by telegraph from Her Majesty's 
Government, the Marquess of Salisbury states that it is supposed that, in the allusion 
to the repair of the line from Yangtsun which has been intrusted to the German 
military aulhorities, the words ** to the east" should read " to the north-west," that is, 
towards Peking. 

As regards Admiral Alexeieff's statements, with respect to the restoration of the 
line leading to Yangtsun and beyond, that absolutely no objections to this measure 
were raised by the Commander of the Eritish detachment, the Marquess of Salisbury 
informs me that an oflfer made by the Eritish General at Tien-tsin to assist in repairing 
the line north of that place remained without definite answer. 

On the 20th and 24th September, General Sir A. Gaselee, in command of the 
Eritish troops in China, addressed telegrams to Her Majesty's Government, in which 
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that officer infonned them that on the 18th September a Eussian detachment had 
posted itself south of, and ch)se to, Pengtai, which had been occupied by a British 
force on the ^'iOth August, that the Russian General had tendered a formal protest 
against the British occupation of the railway, and had requested the withdrawal of the 
British detachment on the ground that the whole of the line of railway from Tongku to 
Peking had been handed over to the Bussian military authorities by agreement of the 
Admirals. The Eussian General had also informed General Sir A. Gaselee that an 
Imperial Decree had been received by him to construct the railway as far as Peking, 
and that he had given orders accordingly. On the 24th September Sir A. Gaselee sent 
word to General Lin6vitch that be could not give orders for the withdrawal of the 
British force without orders from a superior authority. 

The inference drawn from these facts by Her Majesty's Government is that the 
Russian Government are possibly not kept fully informed of the proceedings of their 
military authorities with regard to the railways in China. 

In my note of the 2lst October, I have already had the honour to draw your 
Fxcellency's attention to the occupation of the railway station at Shanhaikwan by a 
British officer and eighteen men at 5 p.m. on the 30th September. This action was 
taken by the British forces by the direct orders of Field-Marshal Count Waldersee. 
Nevertheless, without any orders of the Field-Marshal in command, the Russian forces 
at 2 A.M. of the 2nd October arrived by sea and along the line of railway from the 
direction of Tongshan, and the military authorities laid claim to the whole of the line 
of railway from Tongku to Newchwang by right of conquest, and refused to recognize 
any other rights. 

It was in consequence of this occupation by the Russian military forces, notwith- 
standing its unauthorized character, that Field- Marshal Count Waldersee issued his 
Army Order of the 18th October. The Order in question dealt only with the military 
situation which had been created by the unauthorized action of the Russian military 
authorities, and dealt in no way with the rights of Great Britain, which have been 
formally recognized by Russia in an Agreement concluded between the British and 
Russian Governments on the 28th April, 1899. 

I had also the honour to draw your Excellency's attention, in my note of yesterday, 
to the fact that the Russian authorities have seized at IS'ewchwang 60 miles of railway 
material belonging to Messrs. Jardine and Co., for which the British military authorities 
were in treaty for the repair of the end of the railway line to Peking. 

In recapitulating these facts, by direction of Her Majesty's Government I have the 
honour to inform your Excellency that I have received instructions from the Marquess 
of Salisbury to enter a formal and earnest protest against -these proceedings, and I am 
to request your Excellency to be so good as to cause instructions to be sent to the 
Russian local authorities to restore at once to their legitimate owners the railway material 
which they have seized, and to hand over the whole of the line under occupation by 
the Russian forces to the Chief Kngineer and his staflF, subject to such military control 
by Field-Marshal Count Waldersee, in the province of Chihli, as may be requisite, in 
order to insure that the railway line shall be available fur the use of the forces without 
distinction of all the allied Powers. 

I avail &CC 
(Signed) * CHARLES HARDINGE. 



No. 55 

Mr. C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Salisbury. — {Received November 6.) 

My Lord, ^t. Petersburgh, November 3, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship copy of a note which, 
in accordance with the instructions contained in your Lordship's telegram of yesterday's 
date, I have addressed to the Itussian Government, asking for the removal of the 
prohibition against the working of the Tongshan and Lin Si collieries by the Chinese 
Engineering and Mining Company. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES HARDIKGE. 



[202] 



E 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



28 

Inclosure in No. 65. 
t^ote addressed by Mr. C. Hardinge to Russian Government 

ACCORDING to information received by Her Majesty's Government, the Chinese 
Engineering and Mining Company have been prohibited by the Russian authorities 
from working the Tongshan and Lin Si coUeries and from selling the coal. The water 
is said to be rising in the shafts, and the mines will, if this continues, be ruined. 

Her Majesty's Charge d'Affaires, acting under instructions received from Her 
Majesty's Government, has the honour to request that his Excellency the Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs will be so good as to move the proper authorities to remove 
this prohibition, and Mr. Hardinge is instructed to state at the same time that if the 
present British and Russian forces are insufficient to protect the works, the British 
General is ready to furnish the necessary detachment of troops for their protection 

St. Petersburgh, October 21 {November 3), 1900. 

No. 56. 

Sir F. Lascelles to the Marquess of Salisbury. — {Received November 6.) 

(Telegraphic.) Berlin^ November 6, 1900. 

I WAS informed this afternoon by Baron von Richthofen that a further order 
had been published by Count Waldersee, in which it was stated that military con- 
siderations had dictated the arrangements made respecting the railways in China, that 
they were of a purely temporaiy character, and that no existing rights would be thereby 
prejudiced. 

In alluding to a conversation between Her Majesty's Under-Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs and Count Hatzfeldt, Baron von Richthofen added that an inquiry 
had been addressed in a further telegram to the Field-Marshal as to whether he was 
of opinion that, in order to provide supplies for Peking during the winter, the repair of 
the Shanhaikwan Railway was necessary, and if such were the case, whether it would 
not be advisable that the work should be put into the hands of those who were most 
competent to carry it out. 



No. 57. 
The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir F. Lascelles. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, November 6, 1900. 

THE following summary of a telegram from the General Officer Commanding in 
China, received 5th November, is forwarded for your information : — 

General Gaselee reports that, according to information received by Count 
Waldersee, the Russians are now assisting the British troops at Shanhaikwan with 
materials for constructing a branch line, and are taking steps to repair the permanent 
way. 

In Sir A. Gaselee's opinion it would have been better to intrust the work of 
repaiis to the railway administration, and he has told the Field-Marshal that he 
adheres to this view. 



No. 58. 
The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir E. Satow. 



(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, November 9, 1900. 

THE Russian General, Lin^vitch, is stated, in a Renter telegram from Tien-tsin, 
to have informed the Consuls officially that Russia has, by right of conquest, annexed 
the land on the river bank opposite to the British and German Settlements. 

Please report by telegraph as to the facts and circumstances of the case. 
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No. 59. 

General Officer Commanding China Expedition to India Office. — {Communicated by 

India Office, November 10.) 
<Telegraphic.) Peking [undated]. 

BAUROW is informed by General Lin^vitch that orders have been given to 
Russians to hand over line of railway to Field-Marshal Commanding-in-chief, with- 
drawing troops from Chihli, excepting two companies Tongshan and two companies 
Tien-tsin. 

Field-Marshal has heard nothing, but, if true, will hand over Shanhaikwan line 
to us. Have any orders been given ? 

Kinder could probably take over railw^ay line under military control, as, I believe 
has been done in South Africa. 

It is, however, too late season of the year to expect much ; Admiral says that 
the transportation must close on the 15th November at Shanhaikwan ; material cannot 
be landed during the winter. 

(Repeated Military Department.) 

No. 60. 
The Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. C. Hardinge. 

^Telegraphic.) Foreign Office^ November 11, 1900. 

Reported painting of rolllng-stock of northern railways in the colours of thi 
"Siberian Railway. On receipt of your telegram of the 29th October, inquiry was 
made through tlie representatives of the bondholders. 

The following telegram, dated Shanghae, the 10th November, stating — *' Locomotives 
repainted black, red band, Russian name," has been received in reply. 

Unless the Russian Government should revert to it the above is for your information 
only. 



No. 61. 
Sir E Satow to the Marquess of Salisbury. — {Received November 11.) 

•j(Telegraphic.) Peking, November 11, 1900. 

WITH reference to your Lordship's telegram of the 9th instant, the Consular 
Body was informed on the 6th instant, by the Russian Acting Consul, that a 
piece of land between Meyer's Petroleum Dep6t and the railway station on the left 
bank of the Pei Ho, facing the foreign Concessions for the distance of about 1^ miles, 
had become the property of the Russian forces by an act of war. The Russian 
Acting Consul further states that the Russian reinforcement had established them- 
selves on the ground by right of conquest. 

A reply has been returned by the British Acting Consul-General reserving all 
British rights. 

A notification has also been made by the Belgian Consul at Tien-tsin to the effect 
that a kilometre on the left bank, extending southward from the limits of General 
Lin^vitch's seizure, has been occupied by the Belgians. 



No. 62, 

Foreign Office to India Office, 

«ir. Foreign Office, November 12, 1900. 

WITH reference to the telegram from the General Officer Commanding the 
British troops in China, of which a copy was communicated to this Department on the 
10th instant, reporting that General Linevitch had stated to General Barrow that 
orders had been given to the Russians to hand over the northern railway line to the 
JField-Marshal Commanding-in-cbief, I am directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to 
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state that his Lordship would suggest that instructions should be sent to Greneral Sir A. 
Gaselee to place himself h\ comTnunication with Mr. Kinder on the subject, and .to 
arrange for the transfer of the line to him as soon as it is handed over to the British 
military authorities by Count Waldersee. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 



No. 63. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir F. Lascelles.* 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office^ November 13, 1900. 

GENERAL BARROW has been informed by tlie Russian General Linevitch 
that orders have been given for Russian troops, excepting two companies at Tong Shan 
and two at Tien-tsin, to be withdrawn from Chihli, and for the railway to be handed 
over to Eield-Marshal Count Waldersee. The latter stated that if this were true he 
would transfer the Shanhaikwan line to us, but he had not been informed of it on the 
9th November. 



No. 64. 
Mr, C. Hardinge to tlie Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received November 14.) 

(Telegraphic.) St. Petersburgh, November J4, 1900. 

I RECEIVED, last night, a note from Minister for Foreign Affairs, dated 8th 
instant, of which following is a full summary : — 

He hastens to inform me, in answer to my note of 21st October, that he positively 
does not see in what manner the temporary measures of the Russian military authorities 
in Pechili could be at variance with the declarations of the Russian Government, that 
they do not seek territorial acquisitions in China. 

He cannot agree with the conclusions of your Lordship, since information con- 
tained in my note does not fully coincide with the data supplied by the Commander of 
the Russian forces. 

On the strength of these data and of existing Agreements, Count Lamsdorff con- 
siders himself bound to make the following statement : — 

The section from Tonku to Shanhaikwan, as also the section to Tien-tsin, are of 
special military importance to Russia only so long as Russian troops occupy the 
Province of Pechili. 

On 30th October the Emperor ordered a reduction of the troops in Pechili, and on 
their withdrawal from Peking to Tien-tsin, the Yangtsun-Peking line was placed at 
the disposal of Count Waldersee. On the retirement of the Russian troops from the 
Pechili Province, the whole line from Yangtsun to Shanhaikwan will also be given 
over to the Field- Marshal, and it is unknown to the Russian Government into whose 
hands it will be placed by him. 

It must, however, be remembered that by the Agreement of last year Russia has 
the right, on the termination of the occupation of the line, to insist that it is to remain 
birtse, subject to Chinese control, and that it shall not become security for Chinese 
debt to any Power. 

Equally, on the transfer of the line to Count Waldersee, Russia will declare that 
she will demand repayment for sums expended on repair and working of line from 
Peking to Shanhaikwan. 

As regards the section from Shanhaikwan to Newchwang, in that region north of 
the Great Wall where the economic and geographioal gravitation to Russia is recognized 
by last year's Agreement, the Russian Government, while insisting on their exclusive 
military right, temporary though it may be, of occupation by Russian troops, promise 
to fulfil in regard to it the financial obligations assumed under the above Agreement. 

The Russian Government consider that this line must remain in Chinese hands, 
subject only to financial control on the part of England. 

The restoration of the Shanhaikwan-Newchwang section to its former owners 

* Also to Mr. C. Hardinge. 
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cannot take place before all outlays for tlie repair and working of the Peking- 
Newehwang line have been fully repaid to the Russian Government. The same 
considerations apply to the branch to Sinminting. 

The note concludes by a request to me to communicate above to Her Majesty's 
Government. Copy by post to-night. 



No. 65. 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. C. Hardinge. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign OMce, November 15, 1900- 

NOETHERN Railways. 

Before replying to Russian Government wo will await arrival of note summarized 
in your telegram of the 14th instant, but meanwhile you might, as coming 
from yourself, call the attention of the Russian Poreign Office to the fact that no 
notice has been taken of our remonstrance against the seizure at Newehwang of 
railway material, the actual property of the British firm of Jardine, Matheson 
and Co. 



No. 66. 

Mr. C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received November 17.) 

My Lord, St. Petersburgh, November 14, 1900. 

WITH reference to my despatch ot the 22nd October, I have the honour 
to transmit herewith to your Lordship copy in translation of a note which I received last 
night from Count LamsdorflF, explaining the policy and intentions of the Russian 
Government as regards the occupation by their troops of the railways in China. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES HARDINGE. 



Inclosure in No. 66. 
Count Lamsdorff to Mr. C. Hardinge. 



(Translation.) 

M. le Charg6 d' Affaires, St. Petersburgh, October 26 {November 8), 1900. 

I HAD the honour to receive the note of the 8th (21st) October, and hasten to 
mform you that I positively do not see in what manner the temporary measures of the 
Russian military authorities in the Pechili theatre of operations could be at variance 
with the declarations of the Imperial Government to the effect that it does not seek 
territorial acquisitions in China. 

I can all the more not agree with the conclusions of the Marquess of Salisbury 
seeing that the information cited in the above note does not fully coincide with the data 
-with which the Imperial Government has been supphed by the Commander of the Russian 
military detachment. 

On the strength of these data, taken in connection with the stipulations of existing 
Agreements, I consider myself bound to state the following : — 

The section of rail from Tongku to Shanhaikwan (as also the section to Tien-tsin) 
possesses for us special miUtary signification only so long as the Russian troops occupy the 
Pechili Province. 

On the 17th (30th) October His Majesty the Emperor imperially ordained a 
considerable diminution of the troops in the Pechili Province. On the withdrawal of 
the troops from Peking to Tien-tsin the Russian military authorities placed the Tang- 
tsun-Peking line at the disposal of Count Waldersee, the Commiander-inrchief. With 
the retirement of our troops from the Pechili Province, the whole road from Tang-tsun to 
-Shanhaikwan will also be given over to the Field-Marshal. 

It is unknown to the Imperial Government in whose hands the latter will wish to 
place the actual occupation and exploitation of the above road during the occupation of 
jthe Pechili Province by foreign troop?. 
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It must, however, be kept in view that, on the strength of the Agreement with 
Great Britain on the 16th April, 1899, Russia has the right to insist that on the 
termination of the occupation the line referred to is to remain Chinese subject to 
Chinese control, and that it shall not become security for Chinese debt to any Power. 

Equally, on the transfer of the said road to Count Waldersee, Bussia will declare 
that it will demand repayment of the sums expended on the re-establishment of the 
Peking-Shanhaikwan line and on its exploitation. 

Finally, as regards the Shanhaikwan-lnkoi (Newchwang) section, it is necessary 
to have in view that this line runs northward of the Chinese Wall, i.e., in that region 
where, on the strength of the Agreement of the 16th April, 1899, the economic and 
geographical gravitation to Russia is recognized. 

But, while recognizirg the necessity of insisting on its exclusive military right, 
temporary though it may be, of occupying the above said line by Russian troops^ the 
Imperial Government will, of course, fulfil, in regard to it, the financial obligations 
assumed under the Agreement of the 16th April, 1899. The Imperial Government 
considers that this road must remain in the position in which it existed prior to- 
Chinese events, i.e., in Chinese hands, while being only under financial control on the 
part of England. 

The actual restoration of the Shanhaikwan-lnkoi section to its former owners 
cannot take place before Russia has been fully repaid all the outlays made by her for 
the re-establishmcnt and exploitation of the Peking-Shanhaikwan-Inkoi line. The 
same considerations apply to the branch from Siao-Hei-Shan to Sin Mintin. 

I have the honour to request that you will communicate the foregoing reply to the 
Marquess of Salisbury's despatch to Her Majesty's Government. 

Receive, &c. 
(Signed) LAMSDORFF. 



No. 67. 

Sir F. Lascelles to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received November 20.) 

My Lord, Berlin, November 15,.19O0. 

I HAVE the honour to transiuit to your Lordship herewith copy and translation of a 
communication which I have received Irom the Imperial Ministry for Foreign Affairs,, 
stating that Count Waldersee has telegraphed to the effect that the Agreement relative 
to the railway line Shanhaikwan-Yangtsun was of a military character only, was concluded 
owing to the fact that the Russians were in possession of the line, and that General 
Gftselee, who was informed of the progress of the negotiations, acknowledged their 
necessity at the time. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRANK C. LASCELLES. 



Inclosure in No. 67. 

Memorandum. 
(Translation.) 

"WITH respect to the opinion that private British interests will be injured by the- 
Agreement relative to the Shanhaikwan-Yangstun line. Count Waldersee telegraphs that 
that Agreement was solely of a military character, and was concluded upon the 
strength of the accomplished fact that the Russians were already in possession of the 
railway. 

Moreover, Qeneral Gaselee was informed of the progress of the negotiations and 
acknowledged their necessity at the time. 
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No. 68. 
Sir F. Lascelles to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received November 20.) 

My Lord, Berlin, November 15, 1900. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 3rd instant, I have the honour to 
transmit to your Lordship herewith copy and translation of a communication which 1 
have received from the Imperial Ministry for Foreign Affairs, stating that the German 
Minister in China reports that the Agreement with the Chief Engineer of the Hankow 
line relates to the making over of Belgian railway material at cost price for the repair of 
the line Peking-Yangtsun, in return for which Belgian traffic on that section is to receive 
special advantages as long as the military occupation lasts. 

Herr von Mumm also states that the Belgian Minister attempted to make the 
Diplomatic Corps guarantors of this Agreement, but that this proposal was unanimously 
rejected. 

(Signed) ' FRAKK C. LASCELLES. 



Inclosure in No. 68. 

Memorandum. 
(Translation.) 

1'HE Imperial Minister in Peking reports that the Agreement with the Chief Engineer 
of the Peking-Hankow line relates to the making over, at cost price, of Belgian railway 
material for the repair of the section Peking-Yangtsun, in return for the concession of 
certain freight allowances upon that section for the subsequent conveyance of Belgian 
material, only, however, so long as the military occupation lasts. 

Herr von Mumm further reports that the Belgian Minister at Peking made aui 
attempt to make the Diplomatic Corps guarantors of the Agreement; his proposal was, 
however, unanimously rejected. 



No. 69. 
British and Chinese Corporation to Foreign Office. — {Received November 20.) 

Sir, 3, Lombard Street, London, November 20, 1900. 

HAVING telegraphed to our representatives in China to ascertain whether the 
land at Tien-tsin, which, it was recently reported in the press telegrams, had been 
seized by the Russians, was the property of the Northern Railway, we have received 
the following reply : — 

" The most valuable portion belongs to the Imperial railways of North China. 
Intended Kussian annexation locally most prejudicial to British interests and Imperial 
railways of North China. Messrs. Butterfield and Swire, Tien-tsin, Mr. Edmund 
Cousins (Jardine, Matheson, and Co., Tien-tsin), and others, having interests, are 
moving in the matter. The Russians have removed large quantity of valuable stores 
and machinery from Tongshan belonging to the Imperial railways of North China." 

Tou will observe that our representatives further assert that the Russians have 
appropriated and removed from Tongshan stores and machinery belonging to the 
Northern Railway. The Russians are also reported to have acted similarly at 
, Newchwang, but of this we have no direct information from our representatives. 

We can only repeat the opinion we expressed in our letter of the 1st October last, 
informing you of the destruction and looting by the Russians of the railway head 
offices, that the manner and method of the Russian occupation and control is most 
* prejudicial to the interests of the railway and, consequentlyj to the bondholders, and 
express the earnest hope that Her Majesty's Government will make such representa- 
tions to the Russian Government as will secure the cessation of these injurious 
proceedings on the part of their Representatives and compensation for property 
removed. 

It has further come to our knowledge that Count Waldersee has arranged with 
the Belgians to repair the Northern Railway line, and that, as an ostensible considera- 
tion for the services of the Belgians^ the Northern Railway is to convey from Tien-tsin 
[2023 F 
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the material imported by the Belgians for the repair of the Peking-Paoting-fa line at 
half -tariff rates, and that one train a-day is to be devoted to this traffic. 

To this proceeding we trust Her Majesty's Government vrill effectively object 
The Northern Railway has its own staff of engineers, who can do the work more 
cheaply and expeditiously than the Belgians, and so serve and protect the British 
interests which are involved in the line. And as regards the Belgians getting their 
material carried at half rates' over' the Northern Railway, the artangement appears to 
lis to amount to confiscation of Northern Railway rfevenue, which was expressly 
hypothecated as part of the bondholders security. 

' ' We have, &c. 

(Per the British and Chinese Corporation, Liirilted), 

(Signed) W. KESWICK, Chairman; 

* . • . ' ; ' . , 

* ' -^ ' ■ 1 1 ■ I 1 1 1 1 1 ' I I " I I ■ ) ' < w III I y 1 1 > j I 1 1 1 1 lip. 

No. 70. 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. C. Haxdinge. 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 23, 1900. 

HER Majesty's Oovernment have received your telegrams and despatches noted 
in the margin,* containing the replies of the Russian Government to the several 
representations which you liave been instructed to make to them with regard to the 
proceedings of the Russian military atithorities in connection with the Imperial railways 
of North China. 

These representations have been directed to the following points : — ' 

(a.) The protest made by the Russian Greneral, Linevitch, against the repair of the 
line from F^ngtai (a point immediately to the south of Peking) towards Yangtsunby 
British and Japanese tr()ops. 

(6.) The claim advanced by the Russian military authorities to the whole line from 
Tongku to Newchwang by right of conquest — a claim which appeared to Her Majesty's 
Governinent to be entirely at variance with the assurances given by the Russian 
Government that they would abstain from territorial encroachments on China, 

(c.) The repainting of the rolling-stock of the line in the colours of the Siberian 
Railway. 

(d.) The destruction of the head ofl&ces of the railway at Tien-tsin while in 
Russian occupation, and the plundering of the Accountants' safes. 

(e.) The seizure at Newchwang of 50 miles of railway material belonging to the 
British firm of Jardine, Matheson, and Co., for which the British military authorities 
were in treaty for repairing the Peking end of the line. 

With regard to the first point — 

(a.) It is stated by the Russian Government that nothing is known of the protest 
alleged to have been made to the British General by the Commander of the Russian 
detachment. 

The telegram which Her Majesty's Government received from Lieutenant-General 
Su' A. Gaselee on this subject was dated the 20th September, and stated that the 
Russian General had sent a formal protest against the British occupation of the 
railway junction at F6ngtai ; and it is strange that the Russian officer should not 
have considered such a proceeding sufficiently serious to deserve being reported to his 
superiors. 

In reply to the second — 

(6.) Count Lamsdorff observes that he is unable to see in wha^t manner the 
temporary measures of the Russian military authorities in Chihli could be at variance 
with the declarations of the Russian Government that they do not seek territorial 
acquisitions in China. » 

(c.) The report that the rollingnstock has been repainted in the colours' of the 
•Siberian Railway is described as an invention, the colour of the rolling-stock remaining 
as before. 

As to this, I can only state that a tfelegram received on the 10th instant 'from 
the representatives of the bondholders at Tien-tsin, in reply to inquiries made as* to 
this report, asserts that the loccwnotives have been repainted, black, with red band and 
Russian name. 

• Sw. a8,6o, eiwMiac. 
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(d.) and (e.) To the questions dealt with iinder (d) and (e) no replies have been 
received by Her Majesty's Government. . , . • . 

On the subject of Count Lamsdorfi's statement in his note of the 8th November, 
a copy of vsrhich is inclosed in/yojor deApatcix^of itln^ ly4th-;ij||itaiitv I have to make the 
following remarks : — 

His Excellen9y obseryas that " with the retirement of the Russian troops frorp the 
Pechili prQvincQ " the \^holexp.ad from Yangtsun to ShanhaikjWan.^yiU b^ given over to 
Field-Marshal Count Waldersee; but he intimates that his Governqient will deqiand 
repayment for the sums expended by them on the repair and working of the line from 
Peking to Shanhaikwan; and, ftirther, that the restoration of the Shanhaikwan- 
Newchwang, or extra-mural, section cannot tak^ place before all outlays for the repair 
and working of the Peking-Newchwang line have been fully repaid to the Russian 
Government. 

To defer the restoration of the line to its rightful owners xmtilsuch time as it may 
be found possible to arrive at a settlement of claims which it would obviously take long 
to prepare, and prpbably. longer still to examine might clearly involve an almost , 
indefinite postponement of , that restoration. ^ . , ^ 

A still more important consideration arises from the fact that otliers of the allied 
Powers have heeja. put to. expense for repairs to the lines^r '., . ,. . . 

Her Majesty's. Gt)vemment cannot admit that .Russia would have the right to be 
placed in a preferential position in regard to the repayment of such outlays. In their . 
opinion, the expenses in question should be jshared in just proportions by the several 
Powers interested,. and. the amount ultimately be recovered from. the Chiiiese Govern- r, 
mept. The. line from Shanhaikwan to Newcnwang yas constructed by British capital, 
and the ep^rnings of the line form part ,of the security on which the money was 
advancedi The interests of the bondholders have already been seriously injured, and ,% 
it ^would be unjust that their position should be, still further compromised by the. 
retention in Russian hands of the Shanhaikwan-Newchwajig section until the.repay*, : 
ment of the expenses incurred by Russia for repairing and working the railways for ^ 

military purposes, 

* Count Lamsdorff further observes that it must be remembered that by the 
Agreement of last year Russia hofi the right, on the . terjtnin{|.ti6q . of the occupation of 
the line, to insist that it is to remain Chinese,, subject to Chinese control, and that it 
shall not become security for Chinese debt to any Powen 

The particular section of the railway here alluded to is not stated, but in the 
preceding paragraph his Excellency is speaking of the section from Yangtsun to 
Shanhaikwan, to which the words " the line " would consequently seem to refer. 

It is therefore necessary for me to point out that in the Agreement of the 
16th (28th) April, 1899,* the stipulation mentioned by Count Lamsdorff referred to the 
extension of the railway outside the Great Wall, i.e., from Shanhaikwan to Newchwang 
and Sinminting ; and that Her Majesty's , Government • cannot admit the right of 
intervention by any other Power in the contract arrangements between the Chinese 
Government and the bondholders in respect of the railway fix)m Peking to Shanhaikwan. 

You will take a suitable opportunity of reading this despatch to Count Lamsdorff, 
and you should leave a copy of xt with him. , 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNB. 



til H l-l I ■ L ' PI I P 



No. 71. 

The Marquess of Lansdovme to Sir C. Scott. 

(Telegrapljic.) Foreign Office, November 26, 1900. "■ 

THE representatives of the bondholders of the North China railways hare 
informed Her Majesty's Gt)vemment that land at Tien-tsin belonging to tiie 
railways has beeu seiaed by the Busgian military authoriti^, who are likewise 
reported to have removed from Tongshan a large quantity of valuable stores and 

machinery at that pl^^ev,, ,,,,..., ,.. . .. -w. . ^ - 'x .\.- 

In any remonstrances wweh you may address to the Russian trOTemment on the 
sujbject of the zoilwaysy you should indude these pifPCQ^ .: 



• See <« Treaty Seriet No, 11, IdQS.** 
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No. 72. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir E. Satow. 

(Telegraphic) Foreign Office, November 26, 1900. 

REPORT by telegraph any details you can obtain respecting the seizure of land 
at Tien-tsin by the Russian authorities. 

No. 78, 

TTie Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir F. Laseelles. 

Sir, Foreign Office^ November 27, 1900. 

THE communication from the German Foreign Office, inclosed in your Excellency's 
-despatch of the 15tb instant, merely records a part of the arrangement come to 
between the Representatives of the Russian and German forces on the one hand, and the 
Engineer-in-chief of the Peking-Hankow line on the other, and does not in any way meet 
the objections of Her Migesty's Qovemment. 

Her Majesty's ^Minister at Peking reported in his tel^ram of the 1st instant that 
the Representative of the Peking-Hankow Line had agreed to supply at cost price all 
the material for repairing the line between Peking and the coast in return (1) for one train 
a-day for transport of rolling-stock when the repairs of the Peking-Hankow Line begins ; 
(2) for the carriage of construction material over the Peking-Tien-tsin and Coast Line at 
50 per cent, reduction on the completion of the line to Paoting-fu ; (3) a similar reduction 
in the transport of goods on account of the Peking-Hen-tsin Line was to be granted over 
the Peking-Hankow Line. 

In the opinion of Her Migesty's Government such an arrangement, closely affecting 
the interests of the British bondholders, should not have been made without consultation 
with their Representatives or previous communication with Her Majesty's Government. 

I should wish your Excellency to point this out to the German Government. 

I am, &c 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 



No. 74. 

Foreign Office to British and Chinese Corporation. 

rsir, Foreign Office, November 27, 1900. 

I LAID before the Marquess of Lansdowne your letters of the 20th and 22nd instant 
respecting the action of the Russian authorities with regard to the North China Railways, 
and the arrangement made by Count Waldersee with the Chief Engineer of the Peking- 
Hankow line for the repair of the northern line. 

Her Majesty's Government are in communication with the Russian and German 
Governments in regard to these questions. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 



No. 76. 

Sir C. Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received November 28.) 

(Telegraphic.) S'» Petersburgh, November 28, 1900. 

I HAD a visit from M. Easily yesterday. He held out hopes that owing to the 
marked improvement in the health of His Majesty the Emperor, Count Lamsdorff 
and the other Ministers would now be permitted to return to St. Petersburgh 
immediately. 
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This, I said, I was sincerely rejoiced to bear, as the exchange of communicationt 
with Count Lamsdorff^ by telegraph, or messenger, could not be considered a yery 
satis&ctory mode under present circumstances, while it would be inconvenient for m^ 
to make a journey to Livadia, and I was awaiting his Excellency's return in order to 
make a communication to him. 



No. 76. 

Sir E. Satdw to the Marquess of Lansdowne.-^{Received November 29.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking, November 28, 1900. 

WITH reference to your Lordship's telegram of the 26th November and my 
tel^ram of the 11th November : 

Russian flags have been hoisted on the property of Butterfield and Swire, and 
Also of Cousins and Dickinson. 

The Kussian military authorities offered to remove the flags on the following 
<x>nditions : 

- Firstly, that the title to the ground was recognized as valid by the Russian and 
British Consuls as having been acquired before the Russians occupied the area in 
-which they are situated. 

Secondly, that the firms would undertake not to hoist British flags *^ until the 
Hag question should be settled by common accord," for the reason that the hoisting of 
iJie British flag by the owners might '' bring in question the nationality of the 
territory.*' 

The Consul-General at Tien-tsin lodged a protest on the 17th instant against the 
placing of Russian flags on the property of British subjects, such action being a 
trespass on their rights^ and I have approved his action. 

Copies of the correspondence have already been sent to your Lordship. 

m. 77. 

Sir C Scott to the Marquess of Lansdoume.'— {Received November 30.) 

My Lord, • St. Petersburgh, November 27, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy in translation 
of a note which I have received from Count Lamsdorff in reply to the representation 
made to the Imperial Oovemment by Mr. Hardinge on the 1st instant on the subject 
of the seizure by the Russian authorities at Newchwang of railway material, the 
property of Messrs. Jardine. A copy of Mr. Hardinge*s note accompanied his despateh 
<tf the 1st November. 

I had the honour of telegraphing the substance of Coimt Lamsdorff 's note to your 
JLfOrdship this afternoon. 

I have^ &c. 
(Signed) CHAELEB S. SCOTT. 



Inclosure in No. 77. 
Count Lamsdorff to Mr. C. Hardinge. 



(Translation.) 

M. le Charg6 d'Affaires, Yalta, November 10, 1900. 

WITH reference to your note of the l»th October (1st November), I have the 
honour to communicate the following : — 

InvieW'Of the declaration of the Imperial Government to the effect that the 
railroad, until the establishment in China of a normal state of things, will remain in 
the hands of the Russian military authorities and then be returned to the legitimate 
owner — the same point of view must be adopted in respect of the materials found at 
the railway which are necessary for the re-establishment of the Inkou Tien-tsin, Inkou- 
Mukden line destroyed by the Chinese, and which, at the present time, are much 
tequired owing to military circumstances. 

It is, moreover, necessaiy to keep in view that the materials to which the firm of 
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Jardine and Co. have pretensions were taken by the Russian troops not in ihe town of 
^Tewchwang *itself, but at the station, situated on* the right bank of the Lia-'ho^ Arid 
therefore the claim of the English Company to them is subject to doubt ; unforttiniately, ' 
^der pr€^en% circumstances, the estabiishttient t>f the rights of ownership is iaf^nded 
with difficulty. ' - ' 

Jsot^ithatAnding, imweveiK alLihgsa. consideratjojis which show the.iurfound^ 

nature of the claims of the above Company, the Imperial Ministiy of War instructed 
Vice- Admiral AlexiefF, by telegraph on the 6th (18th) of this month of November, to 
surrender to the English authorities the railway materials taken at Newchwang, in order 
to avert un&esiitible misunderstandings between the allied forces iii China, as also for 
the sake of a speedy re-establishment of the Peking- Yangtsun section. 

' At the same time M. Ostroverkoff, the B/Ussian Imperial Consul, has beeii 
fnstructed^ to obtain the co-iftperatiota of a British Delegate for the purpose of a joint 
and careful examination of the question whether the railway mateonals taken by the 
Russiaib tro(^i9 really belong to the English fitm of Jardine and Co. 

In communicating this I take advantage, &c. > 
(Signed) Count LAMSDOBFE. 



No. 78. 

Sir C. Scott to the Marquess of LansdoiJone.'--^{Received December 1.) ' 

My Lord, St. Petersburgh, November 28, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith, copy, in trieiiDslatioD, of 
the reply returned by Count Lamadorff to the represeiltatidn made by Mr. Halxiinge <Jn 
the 3rd instant, with regard to the action of the- Kusdian authorities in oonnedtion with 
the working of the Tongshlan^and Linsi collieries. A copy of Mr. Hardinge's note 
aeeompanied his.despatch of the 3rd November. 

I hfliVe &c 
. (Signed) * CHABLES S, SCOTT. 



Indosure in No. 78. . 
Count Lamsdorf to Sir C Scott. 



Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
(Translation.) Yait<^> November 10, 1900. . 

WITH reference to the question raised by the Government of Her Britanmc 
Mkjesty respecting the position of aflBwrs at the Tongshan and linsi coal mines, the 
Imperial Government in reply to the note of the British CJtiarg^ d' Affaires .pC the 
20di October (3rd Noveniber),la8t, has the honour to communicate the following : — ^ 

On the occupation by the Bussian authorities of the above coal mines Admiral 
Alexieff instructed Colonel Keller to examine them, and it was on the report of the 
latter that the mode of their protection, their workmg and sale of the coal was 
established, such sale having commenced early in October. The written Agreement 
was signed by the Chief Director on the 7th October. The mines, saved from 
destruction only thanks to. their 'rapid occupation by General Tserpitsky, are now in 
complete safety. The majority of the engineers, employes, and workmen who had 
abandoned them have now returned to their duties. The protection afforded by our 
troops is quite sufficient. The managing staff of the mines is satisfied with theu? 
reopening, and with the tranqinllity'and order which 6.re evidenced l)y the Agreement 
d«ye referred to., ^^.^^^ Count LaWdOBFF. 
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Sir C. Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received December 3.) ; . . ' 

My Lord? St. Petersburgh, November 29, 1900. 

^ IN obedience to the instructions of your Lordship's telegram of the 25th instant^ 

I shall be careful to include in any remonstrances^tb be addressed to Ihellussilin 
Government the proceedings — as reported by the representatives of the bondholders 
of the North China Railways — of the Bussian military authorities in seizing at Tien-tsin 
land belongiog to the railway and rraioving a large quantity of valuable .stores and 
machinery. 

It might be desiiiable that I should, if possible, be furnished, before Count LamsdorflTs 
jetaro, with more precise particulars of the ^xact situation and extent of the land allied 
4x» have beea. setagd,.^ji4. a «d^^wp^ftiw^i>f AhBiri;Qg^ fiBmavad9.iand.alfio Ih&t 

2< should be enabled to sutisfy h^ Ez^plleiicy that the fmts, as stated by the bofudholdpys* 
repfesentatives, Mave be^n vw^ed by the British Ccmsular and military authprities at 
Tiw-tsin. 

I have, &c. 
(Slgnied) CHARLES a SCOTT. 

No.' 80. 

Viscount Gough to the Marquess of 'Lansdowne.— {Received December'^.) 

(Extract.) Berlin, December 1, 1900. 

ON conveying to the Secretary of Stale the substance of your Lordship's despatch 
of the 27th ultimo on the arrangement made by the German and Russian Repre- 
sentatives affecting the freights on the northern line between Peking and Tien-tsip, 
his Excellency undertook to inform Count Waldersce of your Lordship's views. He had 
no fresh information on the subject, but presumed that military considerations had alone 
' guided Count Waldersee. 



• • m.^'Si. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir E. Satow. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, December 4^,1900: 

WITH reference to your telegram of the 11th November, it is stated by 
* bondholders* representatives that part of the land seized by the Russians at Tien-tiin 
belongs to the railway, and that valuable machinery an:d stores have been removed by 
Russian military tiuthorities from Tongshan. 

Can you obtain particulars as to the situation and extent of such land, and a 
description of the machinery and stores removed, for the use of Her Majesty's Ambas- 
sador at St. Petersburgh ? 

It would also be desirable to obtain confirm a t ion, by the British Consular and 
military authorities at Tien-tsin, of the statements made by the representatives of the 
bondholders on the subject. 

■ ' ' ' 11 II ■■■■ ■! ■■ nu i m ii<i i i I II III I ti l ii u l it I 

No. 82. 

Foreign Office to the BrUishand Chinese Corporation. 

Sir, Foreign Office, -December 6, 1900.' 

WITH reference to your letter of the 2l0th ultimo, I am directed by the-Marquess 
of Lansdowne to request that particulars may be obtained, for the use of Her Majesty's 
Amhassadnr at St^P^tendmigh^ as to the ftxnnt Ritimtinn And AYtAnt of thQ lg.nd 
belonging to the Northern Bailway of China, which is reported to have been occupied 
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by the Bussian military authorities at Tien-tsin, and also that a d^cription may be 
famished of the machinery and stores said to have been removed by them horn 
Tongshan. 

I am^ &c. 
(Signed) T. H. SANDERSON. 



No. 83. 

General Officer Commanding China Expedition to India Office. — {Communicated by 

India Office^ December 9.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking, December 9, 1900. 

ON return of Barrow from Shanhaikwan I sent him to report result of mission to 
Chief of Staffs allied forces, who stated the Russians intend to transfer line of railway 
Shanhaikwan- Yangtsun to Field-Marshal Commander-in-chief by the 1st January; 
and that latter would, after a week or so, transfer whole line to us. Thereupon I 
summoned Kinder from Tien-tsin, and arranged scheme for working railway under 
control of military. 

Barrow, Colonel Shone, Lieutenant-Colonel MacDonald interviewed Chief of 
Staff allied forces on the 4th December, and discussed arrangements. Railway line 
Yangtsun-Feking will be ready for traffic in a few days. Consequently, I -am 
appointing MacDonald Director of Railway^ and have authorized Kinder to collect 
staff. 



No. 84. ■ 
British and Chinese Corporation to Foreign Office. — {Beceived December 1 1 .)] 

Sir, 3, Lombard Street, London, December 11, 1900. 

IN accordance with the request of the Marquess of Lansdowne, conveyed to 
us in your letter of the 5th instant, we telegraphea to our representatives in China io 
inform us of the exact situation and the extent of land belonging to the Northern 
Railway of China, which is reported to have been occupied by the Russian milit^ 
authorities at Tien-tsin, and also to furnish a description of the machinery and stores 
said to have been removed by the Russians from Tongshan. 

We now beg to inform you that we have to-day received the following telegraphic 
reply from our representatives in Tien-tsin : — 

" Re your wire of the 7th. Russian annexation includes 450 yards river frontage, 
also considerable ground between river and railway line, exact area difficult to ascertain, 
plan being forwarded through British Consul and British Minister. Europeans forbidden 
entrance Tongshan, Chinese evidence only available of which we consider there r is 
sufficient, leave no doubt that all lighter machinery, wheels, axles, stores have been 
removed/' 

We are, &c. 
The British and Chinese Corporation (Limited), 

(Signed) W. KESWICK, Chairman. 



No. 86. 

Lieutenant-General Sir A. Gaselee to Lord G. Hamilton. — {Communicated by India.. 

Office, December 12.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking, December 11, 1900: 

PLEASE refer to my telegram of 9th December. 

I am informed ofl&cially by Eield-Marshal Commanding-in-chief that Russians 
will transfer railway to him on or before 1st January, Russian style. Eailway line 
to Peking now open. 

(Addressed Secretary of State for India. Repeated Military Secretary.). 
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No- 86. 
Sir E. Satow to the Marquess of Lansdowne, — {Received December 1 2.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking, December 12, 1900. 

WITH reference to my telegram of the 11th ultimo, I hear from Her 
Majesty's Acting Consul-General at Tien-tsin that 450 yards of the river hank 
in the neighhourhood of the station have been seized by the Russians. This land 
belongs to the railway, and they have also taken a large extent of ground (how much 
he cannot estimate) between the river and the line. In a few days I shall receive a 
plan containing the best information. 

Foreigners are not allowed by the Russians to examine the works at Tongshan, 
so there is no direct information to be obtained, but Mr. Campbell hears from Chinese 
^^estimony, which he considers trustworthy, that the Russians have shipped to Port 
Arthur smaller machinery, for instance lathes, and stores consisting of axles, wheels, 
and other parts of carriages and engines, with paint and oil. 

The military authorities cannot give me any precise information, but General 
Barrow paid a visit recently to the workshops at Tien-tsin, and saw no sign, he inforoned 
me, of the removal of any machinery. 

Xo. 87. 

Sir E. Satow to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received December 14.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking^ December 13, 1900. 

FIELD-MARSHAL von WALDERSEE has officially informed General 
Graselee that the Russian Minister of War has telegraphed to him stating that the 
railway will be handed over by the Russians to the Germans on the 13th January. 
The Field-Marshal has added that he will then transfer the control of the line to the 
military authorities of Great Britain. 

No. 88. 
Sir E. Satow to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received December 18.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking^ December 17, 1900. 

WITH reference to my telegram of 12th instant, I have been furnished with a 
plan of railway property. 

There are Russian flags posted up the main road to the station and along the 
platform, also on a siding. They can hardly be supposed to indicate more than that 
the railway station is in the military occupation of the Russians. It was also possibly 
not known to them that the Chinese village, claimed on behalf of the railway, and 
from which latter had not removed residents, is railway property. Title-deeds 
showing their purchase will probably be produced with difficulty by the railway 
authorities. 

Plan will be sent as soon as possible by bag. 



No. 89. 

Sir C. Scott to the Marauess of Lansdowne. — {Received December 20.) 

My Lord, St. Petersburgh, December 17, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a French translation 
from the *' Journal de Saint-P6tersbourg " of a communique which appeared in 
yesterday's '' Invalide Russe '' respecting the action of the Russian military authorities 
in regard to the railways in Pechili. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES S. SCOTT. 
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Inclosure in No. 89, 
Extract from the ** Journal de Saint- Peter^bourg " of December 4 (17), 1900. 

LE "Messager Officiel " et " Tlnvalide Russe*' publient aujourd'hui la communica- 
iioii suiyante : — 

**TTn grand nombre d' articles consacr^s k Tappr^iation des operations do nos 
troupes dans la Province du Petchili en ce qui conceme le Chemin de Fer de "Xang- 
tsoun-Chan-Hai-Kouan* ont paru ces demiers temps dans les journaux strangers et 
notamment dans la presse Anglaise. 

" L'opinion g^n^rale qui se d6gage des 6nonciations de la presse Anglaise peut ^tre 
r^sum^e comme suit : — 

*' 1. Le Chemin de Fer de Tangtsoun-Ohan-Hai-Kouan appartient k TAngle- 
terre; 

"2. Les Russes se sont empar^s de cette ligne sans en avoir aucun droit, et 
ils doivent par consequent la transmettre immediatement aux Anglais, ses pro- 
prietaires; 

*' 3. Pendant qu'ils ont administr6 cette ligne, les Russes n'ont rien fait pour 
r6parer les d6g&ts de la ligne et n'ont presque rien d6pens6 dans ce but ; 

** 4. La restitution du chemin de fer aux Anglais est absolument en dehors de la 
syhfere d'action du Comte de Waldersee. 

" Attendu qu'un organe s6rieux comme le " Times " qualifie lui aussi de " mon- 
strueux'' et de " perfides '* nos proc^d^s par rapport au Chemin de Fer de Yangtsoun- 
Chan-Hai-Kouan, il est utile d'exposer dans quelles conditions est 6chue aux troupes 
Busses la t&che difl&cile de r6parer le chemin de fer en question, d6truifc par les Chinois, 
4e le prot6ger et de 1' exploiter. 

** Lors de la prise de Takou, le 4 Juin, nos troupes avaient occup6 la station de 
Tongkou. Puis, lors du mouvement en avant de notre d^tachement, sous les ordres 
dn Gr6n6ral Stossel, du 8 au 11 Juin, avec la cooperation d*un nombre tout k fait 
insignifiant des troupes de d^barquement des allies, nous avons pris de haute lutte la 
ligne de Tongkou-Tien-tsin. A ce moment difficile, nous 6tions les seuls k disposer 
dans le rayon des operations militaires de troupes de chemins de fer et, par consequent 
c'est k elles qu'est echue la tflche de reparer le chemin de fer, fortement endommage. 
II est vrai que la direction de ces travaux avait ete confiee au debut par le Conseil des 
Amiraux au Capitaine Americain Wice, mais comme celui-ci ne disposait pas des 
moyens necessaires, le Conseil des Amiraux, convoque pour statuer sur la proposition 
de TAmiral Seymour, de transmettre la ligne k son ancienne Administration (Anglo- 
Chinoise), jugea indispensable de remettre toute la ligne de Tongkou-Tien-tsin k notre 
gestion. Gr&ce aux travaux energiquement pousses pendant un mois, le 7 JuUlet la 
ligne etait livree k la circulation sur toute sa longueur. 

" Apr^s la prise de Pekin, nous est egalement echue la tache de continuer les 
travaux de chemins de fer jusqu'k ce point. 

" Au depart de nos troupes de Pekin, nous avons remis egalement aux allies la 
section de la ligne de Pekin- Yangtsoun. 

** Ayant occupe le 7 Septembre Peitang, TAmiral Alexeieff fit avancer vers Loutai 
et plus loin sur Chan-Hai-Kouan le detachement du General Tserpitsky, compose 
exclusivement de troupes Russes ; ce detachement, operant avec une grande energie, 
et en rencontrant de la resistance sur certains points, parcourut, en partie k pied et en 
partie en se servant de trains, plus de 200 verstes de la ligne, s'en empara et atteignit 
Chan-Hai-Kouan seulement un jour apr^s Tarrivee des troupes de debarquement des 
allies, qui y etaient entrees sans coup f erir. Suivant Topinion de TAmiral AlexeieflF, 
qui fait autorite, Chan-Hai-Kouan a capituie sans opposer de la resistance, unique- 
ment parce que les Chinois avaient re9u des renseignements exageres sur les forces du 
General Tserpitsky; cette opinion est confirmee d^ailleurs par la correspondance 
echangee ^ntre un fonctionnaire qui etait attache au General Tserpitsky et les 
autorites de Chan-Hai-Kouan. 

** Ainsi, c'est seulement gvkce aux efforts et k la vaillance des troupes Russes et a 
renergie d6ployee par leur Commandant, que la section de Tongkou-Tien-tsin a ete 
preservee de la destruction par les Boxers et les troupes Chinoises. Par un ordre du 
jour de Comte de Waldersee k I'armee toute la ligne de Tangtsoun-Chan-Hai-Kouan 
Kit remise k notre gestion. Les Anglais s'etaient egalement soumis k la decision du 

* Statiou de chemin de fer entre Tien-tsin et P^kin. 
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Comte de Waldersee, ayant 6t6 charges k leur tour, par ordre du Comte de Waldersee^ 
de radministration du port de Tsinvandao.*" 

" En outre, Tordre du jour de Tarm^e que nous assignait le Chemin de Fer de 
Tangtsoun-Ohan-Hai-Kouan avait 6t6 pr6c6d6 d'un Arrangement conclu par 6crit le 
1** Octobre avec le Feld-Mar6chal et qui nous imposait certaines obligations pour la 
reparation des sections d6truites de la ligne, ainsi que pour Texploitation et la pro- 
tection de cette derni6re. 

** Le succ6s des travaux de reparation du chemin de fer et, ce qui est le plus 
important, Texploitation satisfaisante de la ligne etaient entidrement assures par les^ 
excellentes aptitudes de nos troupes de chemins de fer, tr6s comp^tentes daus leur 
sp6cialit6 ; ces troupes avaient 6t6 prises directement du Chemin de Fer de TOussouri, 
ou elles avaient 6t6 employees de fait k tons les travaux d'exploitation, Le succfes- 
etait assure en outre par le fait qu'^ la t6te de I'entreprise etait place un ingenieur 
de talent et energique, le Colonel Keller, Directeur du Chemin de Fer de TOussouri, 
et qui avait acquis une grande experience en matidre de chemins de fer non seulement 
dans rOussouri, mais aussi sur la ligne Transcaspienne. II- est evident que, dans de 
pareilles circonstances, aux yeux du Comte de AValdersee, le maintien de la ligne de 
Tang-tsoun-Cban-Hai-Kounan entre nos mains garantissait au point de vue militaire^ 
on ne pent mieux les troupes alliees. 

" Les deg&ts de la ligne etaient tellement graves que nos troupes furent obligees^ 
jusqu'au 1" Novembre de construire presque a nouveau 53 verstes sur la section^ 
de Tongkou-Tien-tsin et 45 verstes sur la section de Tongkou-Chan-Hai-Kouan* En 
outre il fallut executer sur toute la longueur de la Ugne des reparations tr6s serieuses. 
Dhs le 15 Novembre les rails etaient dejk poses sur toute la section de Tongkou-Chan- 
Hai-Kouan, et k la fin dn m^me mois le trafic se faisait sur toute Tetepdue de la 
section, avec trans bordement par un pont temporaire jete sur une des rivieres que 
traverse le chemin de fer. En somme, sur la section de Tongkou-Chan-Hai-Kouan 
nous avons construit k nouveau 70 verstes de voie ferree, repare un grand pont en 
fer, precede k la refection complete de quatre ponts, construit toute la partie superieure 
de hiut ponts, et nous sommes en train de terminer : un pont, avec un arohe de 
120 sagfenes, k travers le Peitang et deux ponts traversant des canaux navigables ; 
soit en tout il a ete execute environ une verste de travaux de construction de ponts. 
Quatre stations, qui avaient ete detruites de fond en comble, ont ete reconstruites et 
il a ete pourvu k Talimentetion d'eau de la station de Loutai ; enfin on a retabli le 
teiegraphe. Et tons ces travaux etaient executes sous les yeux de Pennemi, malgre 
de frequentes attaques sur la ligne et bien que celle-ci fdt en partie minee par les 
Ohinois. 

"Nous avons administre les chemins de fer du Petehili (jusqu'k Tangtsoun) 
pendant presque cinq mois. Outre la grande somme ds travail f oumie par nos troupes^ 
nous avons depense environ 300,000 roubles, pour la reparation du chemin de fer 
et 150,000 roubles pour son exploitation. Le personnel de nos detachements de 
chemin de fer a deploye dans Texploitation de ik ligne une energie extrfeme : il a 
pourvu au transport de plusieurs dizaines do mille hommes, de beaucoup de centaines 
de milliers de pouds de chargements, sans qu'il y ait eu un seul cas de deraillement ou 
d'accident de personnes, sans qu'une seule plainte ait ete re^ue de la part des allies. 
Le service de la garde du chemin de fer se faisait avec une telle vigilance qu'aucune 
des tentatives de detruire la ligne n'a reussi. 

** Ce qui vient d'fitre expose montre sur quelles bases solides reposait notre admini- 
stration de la ligne de Tangtsoun-Chan-Hai-Kouan. 

^* Maintenant que le port de Takou est ferme par suite de congelation tons les 
chargements devront 6tre diriges sur le port de Tsinvandao, ouvert toute Tannee, et 
6tre transportes de Ik par le chemin de fer de Yangtsoun-Chan-Hai-Kouan-Pekin. 
Ainsi, pendant Thiver, toute cette ligne formera, jusqu'k la reouverture de la naviga- 
tion sur le Pei-Ho, la principale art^re vitale de Tarmee alliee, placee sous le 
commandement du Comte de Waldersee. Si le transport de toutes les reserves 
d^approvisionnements necessaires k ces troupes n*est pas assure d'une fa^on stable et 
reguli^re, leur situation pent devcnir critique. II n'y a pas a compter sm' les 
ressources locales du pays, oil le service de subsistences pour la population indigene elle- 
m6me n'est nullement assure. A la suite de la cessation des envois par Takou, iL 
faudra etablir tout le service de transport des approvisionnements par la voie 
incomparablement plus longue de Chan-Hai-Kouan-Tangtsoun-Pekin ; ainsi la 
distance k parcourir pour les transports sera deux f ois et demi plus grande (380 verstes^ 

* Pr^s de Chan-HaT-Kouan. 
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centre 160 verstes) ; dans la m6me proportion augmenteront les risques d'6ventualites 
d^favorables pouvant troubler la r^gularit^ des transports. Tant que la ligne de Chan- 
Hai-Kouan-Yangstoun 6tait entre les mains des Russes, et attendu que la transmission 
de cette ligne avait 6t6 effectu^e entre les mains de nos autorit^s en vertu d'un ordre 
du jour a Tarm^e, e'est-k-dire qu'elle 6manait du Comte de Waldersee, lo Commandant- 
en-chef des troupes alli^es pouvait 6tre rassur6 quant k Tutilisation ri^guli^e de cette 
ligne par toutes les troupes alli^es. 

" Par consequent, il ne saurait actuellement non plus 6tre question d'une remise 
quelconque de la ligne de Chan-Hai-Kouan-Yangtsoun aux Anglais, en ^rtant de 
cette affaire le Comte de Waldersee. 

" C'est du Feld-Mar6chal Comte de Waldersee que nous avons re§u Tadministration 
du chemin de fer ; c'est seulement k sa disposition que nous pouvons la retourner et, 
certes, seulement par la m6me voie dans laquelle nous Tavons rcQue, c'est-a-dire par un 
ordre du jour k Tarmee, et k la condition que cet ordre du jour soit pr^c^d^ d^urr 
arrangement r6ciproque concemant la mise hors de vigueur de I'arrangement du 
V Octobre. 

" Si les troupes B/Usses 6taient rest^es dans la Province de Petchili avec les autres 
troupes alli^es, toutes les pretentions des Anglais, que Ton consign&t entre leurs mains 
le chemin de fer, auraient sans aucun doute 6t6 declin6es par nous, de m6me que par 
le Comte de Waldersee, et nous aurions conserve Tadministration de la ligne, dans 
I'int^r^t de toutes les troupes alli^es. 

** La situation se pr^sente autrement maintenant que nof^ troupes 6vacuent la 
Province du Petchili et que, sauf de petits postes sur certains points, nous nous 
bornerons k laisser une gamison k Chan-Hai-Kouan. Dans ces conditiors, Texploita- 
tion et surtout la protection de la ligne ne sont plus du tout desirables pour nous. 
C'est pourquoi nous avons pri6 nous-memes le Comte de Waldersee de nous affranchir 
des obligations de proteger et d'exploiter le chemin de • fer jusquk Yangtsoun, 
obligations que nous avions assum^es en vertu de T Arrangement du I*' Octobro et qui 
ont 6t6 confirmees par un ordre du jour k Tarmee. 

" Nous avons d^ja exprim^ le d^sir qu'il soit pris de nos mains livraison de la ligne 
le I*' Janvier, 1901, au plus tard ; mais rien ne s opposerait k ce qu'on en prit livraison 
avant cette date si le Comte de Waldersee le d^sirait. 

** II reste encore a examiner sur quoi se basent les pretentions de la presse Ajiglaise 
pour considerer le chemin de fer de Yangtsoun-Chan-Hai-Kouan comme appartenant 
k TAngleteiTe. Cette ligne ne saurait 6tre consideree comme propriete des Anglais. 
II est vrai qn'une partie considerable des fonds employes pour sa construction sont 
Anglais et que les Chinois ont fourni garantie d'inter^t sur le capital Anglais affecte a 
la construction de la ligne; Tadministration superieure du chemin de fer, jusqu'a 
Texplosion des troubles en Chine, etait entre les mains d* Anglais ; mais, malgre tout 
cela, la ligne elle-meme n' etait pas Anglaise, mais restait Chinoise. Si le Comte de 
Waldersee, apr^s avoir re9U de nous le chemin de fer, le remettait aux Anglais, mfenyi 
alors la ligne ne deviendrait pas Anglaise. 

" Cependant, au commencement de Novembre le General Anglais Barrow, envoye 
par le Comte de Waldersee seulement pour disposer les eantonneraents d*un detachement 
Anglais qui lui etait confie dans le rayon du dit chemin de fer, avait sans en avoir 
regu Tordre du Peld-Marechal, somme le Commandant des troupes Russes de lui livrer 
le ohemin de fer. 

** En recapitulant ce qui precede, on pent forniuldr les conclusions snivantes : — 

" 1. Les Anglais ne peuvent pas 6tre reconnus comme proprietaires du Chemin de 
Per de Yangtsoun-Chan-Hai-Kouan, mais au point de vue financier TAngleterre a plus 
que toute autre Puissance, une fois que les troupes alliees auront evacue la Province 
de Petchili, droit k un contrdle financier sur la ligne et mfeme k la reintegration de 
Tancienne administration superieure Anglaise de ce chemin de fer, telle qu'elle avait 
existe jusqu'^ Texplosion des troubles. D6s le commencement de Juin, les Anglais 
avaient revendique leurs droits aupr^s des Commandants des troupes alliees, mais 
jusqu'a present ces revendications ont ete ecartees, principalement pour des considera- 
tions d*ordre militaire, car, tant quedurai^nt les operations militaires, les Anglais ne 
disposaient pas de moyens suffisants pour proteger le chemin de fer, reparer les parties 
detruites et etablir une exploitation regulidre. 

^* 2. L'occupation preklable de la section de Tongkou-Tien-tsin par des troupes 
Russes a eu lieu non seulement avec Tassentiment des Amiraux qui commandaient les 
troupes alliees, mais encore parce qu'elle etait imposee par des besoins militaires, car 
seules les troupes Eusses pouvaient s'acquitter durant les mois de Juin, JuiUet, et 
AoAt de la t^he difficile de reparer, proteger, et exploiter la ligne. 
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" II est vrai que roccupation de la section de Tongkou-Chan-Hai-Kouan a 6t6 faite 
par les troupes Russes, mais Tordre de maintenir toute la ligne de Yangtsoun-Tong- 
kou-Chan-Hai-Kouan entre les mains des Russes, de la faire r^parer et exploiter par 
les troupes Russes 6manait du Feld-Mar6chal Corate de Waldersee, et les Anglais se 
sont soumis h cet ordre. 

"3. Durant la p^riode la plus difficile, au plus fort des operations militaires, les 
troupes Russes ont r6tabli les communications par chemin de fer eiitre Tien-tsin et 
Yangtsoun ; c'est seulement gr&ce aux operations ^nergiques des troupes Russes que 
Ton a r6u8si a sauver de la destruction la ligne de Tongkou-Chan-Hai-Kouan ; durant 
cinq mois nous avons construit k nouveau presque 100 verstes de voie sur ces lignes ; 
quant h la reparation des d^gAts subis par la ligne, elle sera termin^e dans le courant 
de ce mois. On ne pent pas non plus considerer comme insignifiantes les depenses 
eflfectuees par nous et qui, comme il vient d'etre expose, ont atteint le chitfre de 
450,000 roubles. 

" 4. L'assertion des journaux Anglais, comme quoi la question de la remise aux 
Anglais du Chemin de Per de Yangtsoun-Chan-Hai-Kouan n'entrerait pas dans la 
sphere d'action du Comte de Waldersee, est entierement erronee. Cette ligne, qui 
nous a ete confiee par le Comte de Waldersee, ne sera pas livree par nous aux Anglais ; 
elle sera mise k la disposition du Comte de Waldersee et il dependra ensuite de lui de 
decider k qui d'autre qu'aux Russes cette ligne sera remise." 

(Translation.) 

THE '' Messager Officiel '' and the *' Invalide Russe '' publish to-day the follov - 
ing communication : — 

" A great many articles devoted to the consideration of the operations of our 
troops in the Province of Pecliili with regard to the Yang-tsun-Shanhaikwan Railway 
have appeared lately in the foreign newspapers, notably in the English press. 

** The general opinion to be derived from the utterances of the English press may 
be summarized as follows : — 

" 1. The Yang-tsun-Shanhaikwan Railway belongs to England ; 

" 2. The Russians have taken possession of this line without having any right to do 
so, and they should in consequence hand it over immediately to the English, who are 
its owners ; 

" 3. Whilst they administered the line, the Russians did nothing to repair the 
damage suffered by the line, and have spent hardly anything with this object ; 

"4. The restoration of the line to the English is absolutely outside Count 
von Waldersee's sphere of action. 

"In view of the fact that even so serious an organ as the * Times * qualifies as 
'monstrous* and * perfidious' our proceedings with regard to the Yang-tsun- 
Shanhaikwan Railway, it is useful to point out under what conditions the difficult 
task of repairing the line in question, when destroyed by the Chinese, and of protect- 
ing and working it fell to the Russian troops. 

" On the capture of Taku on the 4th June, our troops had occupied the Station of 
Tongku. Then when our detachment advanced, under the orders of General Stossel, 
from the 8th. to the 11th June, with the co-operation of an entirely insignificant 
number of troops landed by the Allies, we took the Tongku-Tien-tsin line after a 
sharp fight. At this difficult moment, we alone had railway troops at our disposal in 
the sphere of military operations, and it consequently fell to their lot to repair the 
railway, which had suffered serious damage. It is true that the direction of these 
works had been entrusted at the outset by the Council of Admirals to the American 
Captain Wice, but as the latter had not the necessary means at his disposal, the 
Council of Admirals, summoned to give a decision as to Admiral Seymour's proposal 
that the line should be handed over to the former management (which was Anglo- 
Chinese), judged it indispensable that the entire Tongku-Tien-tsin line should be 
handed over to our control. Thanks to the energetic prosecution of the works for a 
month the line was opened throughout its entire length on the 7th July. 

" After the taking of Peking, the task also fell to us of continuing the railway 
works up to that point. 

** On the departure of our troops from Peking, we handed back to the allies the 
section of the line between Peking and Yang-tsun. 

" Having occupied Peitang on the 7th September, Admiral Alexeieff caused the 
detachment under General Tserpitsky, composed exclusively of Russian troops, to 
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advance towards Lutai and further on Shanhaikwan; this detachment, operating 
with great energy, and meeting resistance in some places, traversed, partly on foot and 
partly by making use of the trains, 200 versts of the line, took possession of it and 
reached Shanhaikwan only one day after the arrival of the expeditionary force of the 
allies, who had entered the place without striking a blow. In the opinion of Admiral 
Alexeieff, who is an authority on the subject, Shanhaikwan capitulated without 
offering any resistance, solely because the Chinese had received exaggerated reports of 
the forces at the disposal of General Tserpitsky ; this opinion is further confirmed by 
the correspondence exchanged between an official who was attached to General 
Tserpitsky and the authorities at Shanhaikwan. 

** Thus it was solely owing to the efforts and to the valour of the Russian troops, 
and to the energy displayed by their Commander, that the section of the line between 
Tongku and Tien-tsin was preserved from destruction by the Boxers and Chinese 
troops. By an order issued by Count Waldersee to the entire array, the line from 
Tang-tsun to Shanhaikwan was handed over to our control. The English also 
submitted to Count Waldersee' s decision, having been charged in turn, by Count 
Waldersee's order, with the administration of the Port of Chinwangtao/^ 

• ** Further, the order which assigned to us the line from Yang-tsun to, Shanhaikwan 
had been preceded by an Arrangement concluded in writing with the Field-Marshal on 
the 1st October, which imposed upon us certain obliga.tions for the repair of certain 
sections of the line which had been destroyed, as well as for working and protecting it. 
The success of the repairs on the railway and — which is more important — the 
satisfactory working of the line were entirely assured by the excellent qualities of our 
railway troops, who were most efficient in their special line. These troops had been 
taken direct from the Ussuri Railway, where they had been employed on every kind 
of work. Success was further assured by the fact that Colonel Keller, Director of the 
Ussuri Railway, a talented and energetic engineer, who had acquired a great experience 
in regard to railways, not only in Ussuri, but also on the Transcaspian line, was placed 
at the head of the enterprise. It is evident that, under these circumstances, in 
the opinion of Count Waldersee, the maintenance of the Yang- tsun-Shanhaik wan 
line in our hands guaranteed the safety of the allied troops, from a military point of 
view, in the best manner possible. 

^* The damage done to the line was of such a serious nature that our troops were 
obliged, up to the 1st November, to construct almost entirely anew 53 versts on the 
Tongku and Tien-tsin section and 45 versts on the Tongku and Shanhaikwan section. 
Further, it was necessary to effect very extensive serious repairs throughout the entire 
length of the line. By the 15th November the rails were already laid on the entire 
Tongku to Shanhaikwan section, and at the end of the same month traffic was going 
on throughout the whole extent of the section, with the aid of a temporary bridge 
thrown over one of the rivers which the line crosses. Finally, on the Tongku- 
Shanhaikwan section we constructed afresh 70 versts of railway, repaired a large iron 
bridge, proceeded to reconstruct entirely four bridges, and to build all the top part of 
eight bridges, and we are about to complete one bridge with an arch of 120 sagenes 
(1 sagene = 7 feet) across the Peitang, and two bridges across the navigable canals ; 
in fact, altogether about a verst of bridge works have been constructed. Four 
stations which had been completely destroyed have been rebuilt, and a water supply 
has been provided for the station of Lutai ; finally, the telegraph has been re-establishecL 
And all these works were carried out under the eyes of the enemy, in spite of frequent 
attacks on the line and of the fact that it was in places mined by the Chinese. 

'* We have administered the Pechili Railways (as far as Tang-tsun) for almost five 
months. Beyond the large amount of work furnished by our troops, we have spent 
about 300,000 roubles on repairs to the railway, and 150,000 roubles on working it. 
The personnel of our railway detachments has displayed extraordinary energy in the 
working of the line ; it provided for the transport of many thousand men and many 
hundred thousand poods of supplies, without a single case of derailing or of personal 
accident, and without a single complaint being received from the allies. The guarding 
of the railway was carried out with such vigilance that none of the attempts at 
destroying the line succeeded. 

" What we have just said shows on what a firm foundation our administration of 
the Yang-tsun-Shanhaikwan line rests. 

'^ Now that the port of Taku is ice-bound all supplies will have to be forwarded to 
the port of Chingwantao, which is open all the year round, and will have to be 

* Near Shanhaikwan. 
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transported from there by the Tang-tsun-Shanhaikwan-Peking Railwjay. Thus, 
during the winter, all this line will form, until the reopening of the navigation of the 
Peiho, the principal vital artery of the allied army under Count Waldersee's command. 
If the transport of all the reserve of supplies which are necessary to these troops is 
not assured in a stable and regular manner, their situation may become critical. The 
local resources of the country, where the means of subsistence of the natives is by no 
means assured, cannot be counted upon. When transmission vifb Taku ceases, it will 
be necessary to establish the transport of provisions by the incomparably longer route 
viA. Shanhaikwan-Yang-tsun and Peking. Thus, the distance to be traversed by the 
transport will be 2^ times greater (880 versts against 160 versts) ; in the same 
proportion the risks which might interfere with the regularity of the transport will be 
augmented. So long as ^he Shanhaikwah-Tang-tsun line was in the hands of the 
Russians, and seeing that it had been handed over to our authorities by an army order 
issued by Count Waldersee, the Commander-in-chief of the allied forces could feel 
assured of its regular utilization by all the allied forces. 

'* Consequently, also, there could not be any question of returning the Shanhaikwan- 
Tang-tsun line in any way to the English without reference to Count Waldersee. 

*' It was from Eield-Marshal Count Waldersee that we received the control of the 
Tail way ; it is only by his orders that we can hand it back, and, assuredly, only by the 
same channel by which we received it — ^that is, by an army order, and on condition that 
this order be preceded by a reciprocal Arrangement for cancelling the Arrangement of 
the 1st October. 

** If the Russian troops had remained in the Province of Pechili with the other 
:allied troops, the pretentions of the English that the line had been entrusted to them 
would have been doubtless set aside by us, as well as by Count Waldersee, and 
we should have retained the administration of the line in the interest of all the allied 
troops. 

" The situation has a different complexion now that our troops arQ evacuating the 
Province of Pechili, and that, with the exception of small posts at certain points, we 
shall confine ourselves to leaving a garrison at Shanhaikwan. Under these conditions 
the working, and above all, the protection of the line, are no longer desirable for us. 
And therefore we ourselves have requested Count Waldersee to free us from the 
obligation of protecting and working the railway as far as Yang-tsun, an obligation 
which we took upon ourselves in virtue of the Arrangement of the 1st October, 
and which was confirmed by an army order. 

" We have already expressed the wish that the line should be handed over by us on 
the 1st January, 1901, at latest ; but there is no reason why we should not hand it 
over before that date, if Count Waldersee wished it. 

** We have still to consider on what foundation the pretentions of the English 
press that the Tang-tsun-Shanhaikwan line may be considered to belong to England 
rest. This line could not possibly be considered the property of the English. It is 
true that a considerable part of the funds devoted to its construction are English and 
that the Chinese guaranteed the interest on English capital devoted to the construc- 
tion of the line; the higher administration of the line, up to the moment of the 
outbreak of the troubles in China, was in the hands of the English ; but in spite of 
that fact, the line itself was not English but remained Chinese. If Count Waldersee, 
after receiving the line from us, returned it to the English, even then it would not 
become English. Yet, at the beginning of November, the English General Barrow, 
sent by Count Waldersee only to arrange for cantonments for an English detachment 
which was placed in his charge in the district of the said railway, had, without 
having received any orders from Count Waldersee, summoned the Commander of the 
^Russian troops to hand over the railway to him. 

** By recapitulating what precedes, the following conclusions may be arrived at: — 

*' !• The English cannot be recognized as owners of the Yang-tsun-Shanhaikwan 
Eailway, but from the financial point of view England has, more than any other 
Power, once the allied troops have evacuated the Province of Pechili, a right to a 
financial control over the line, and even to the restoration of the former higher 
English administration of this railway, such as it existed before the outbreak of the 
troubles. By the beginning of June, the English had brought their claims to the 
notice of the Commanders of the allied troops, but up to the present these claims 
have been set aside, principally owing to military considerations, for, as long as the 
military operations lasted, the English had not at their disposal sufficient means for 
the protection of the railway, for repairing the parts which had been destroyed, and 
for establishing the regular service. 
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" 2* The former occupation of the Tongku-Tien-tsin section by the Russian troops 
took place not only with the assent of the Admirals who commanded the allied troops, 
but because it was imposed by military necessities, for the Russian troops alone coiUd, 
during the months of June, July, and August, acquit themselves of the difficult task 
of repairing, protecting, and working the line, 

" It is true that the Russian troops effected the occupation of the Tongku-Shanhai- 
kwan section, but the order to keep aU the Tang-tsun-Tongku-Shanhaikwan line in 
the hands of the Russians and to have it repaired and worked by Russian troops 
emanated from Pield-Marshal Count Waldersee, and the English submitted to this 
order, 

"3. During the most difficult period, at the critical moment of the military 
operations, the Russian troops re-established railway communication between Tien-tsin 
and Yang-tsun ; it is entirely due to the energetic operations of the Russian troops 
that the Tongku-Shanhaikwan line was saved from destruction ; in five months we 
constructed anew almost 100 versts of railway on these lines ; as to the repair of 
tlamages suflFered by the line, it will be completed during the current month. Nor 
can we consider as insignificant the expenses incurred by us, which, as we have just 
shown, have reached the figure of 450,000 roubles. 

** 4. The assertion made in the English papers, to the eflFect that the question of the 
return to the English of the Tang-tsun-Shanhaikwan Railway would be outside 
Count Waldersee's sphere of action is entirely erroneous. This line, which was 
intrusted to us by Count Waldersee, will not be delivered over to the English by us ; 
it will be placed at Count Waldersee's disposal, and it will afterwards rest with him to 
decide to whom, other than the Russians, this line will be handed over." 



No. 90. 
The Marquess of Lansdoivne ,to Sir E. Sutow 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, December 20, 1900. 

SEIZURE of land belong:ing to Northern Railway by Russians at Tien-tsin. 

Your telegram of the 17th December. 

The British and Chinese Corporation state that the land alluded to by Acting 
Consul-Genera 1, Tien-tsin, is, by clause 3 of Loan Agreement of 1899, included in 
mortgage to bondholders. 



No. 91. 

Sir B. Satow to the Marquess of Salisbury. — {Received December 24.) 

My Lord, Peking, October 30, 1900. 

1 HAD the honour to telegraph to your Lordship, this day reporting that I bad 
received a note from M. Joostens, the Belgian Minister, to the effect that an agreement 
had been made between the Engineer-in-chief of the Peking-Hankow Railway and the 
Representatives of the German and Russian forces to supply material, at cost price, for 
the repair of the line between Peking and the sea ; the Railway Company to receive in 
return : 

1 . When the work of reconstruction has been executed, one train per diem for the 
transport of rolling-stock ; 

2. When the repairs of the Fengtai and Poating line are completed, construction 
material to be carried from Tongku to Fengtai at a reduction of -50 per cent. ; and 

3. Goods carried over their line, on account of the Peking-Tien-tsin Railway, to enjoy 
a similar reduction of 50 per cent. 

I have the honour to forward herewith copy of the Belgian Minister's note, as well as 
of the reply which I have this day returned to it. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ERNEST SATOW. 
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Inclosure I in No. 91. 
M. Joostens to Sir E. Satotr. 

M. le Ministro, Ugation de Belgique, Pikin, le 28 Oc/ofirf, 1900. 

J'AI I'honneur de porter & la connaissance de votre Excellence qu'en vue de contribuer, 
dans toute la mesure possible, au r^tablissement des communications par le chemin de fer 
entre P^kin et la c6te, M. Jadot, Ing^nieur-Contr61eur de la ligne Pekin-Hankow, vient, 
h. la demande des autorit^s militaires Russes et Allemandes actuellement occupies k la 
reparation des voies, de mettre k la disposition des dites autorit^s tout le materiel de voie 
dont laScci^te du Chemin de Fer de P^kin k Hankow disposait dans ses magasins de Tang- 
ku^ Uangkow, et Hanyang. 

Cette cession a ^t6 faite exclusivement en vue de faire acte de solidarity et sans 
aucune pr^oex;upation commerciale, tout le materiel ^tant c^d6 au prix de revient. 

Afin de tenir un certain compte du dommage que subira notre Soci^t^ par suite du 
retard ainsi apport^ k ses travaux, il a ^t^ conveuu k Tien^tsin^ entre M. le Colonel de 
Keller, d^^^Parm^e Russe, et M. le Major von Baur, de Tarm^e Allemande, d'une part, et 
M. Jadot, d'autre part, que, lors de Tex^cution des travaux de reconstruction de notre 
ligne, il sera mis chaque jour k notre disposition un train complet pour le transport de 
notre materiel roulant. De plus, quand les reparations de la ligne Fengtai-Paoting seront 
termin^es, tons les mat^riaux destines linotre ligne seront transports de Tangku ^ Fengtai, 
inoyennant une reduction de 50 pour cent sur les tarifs ordinaires. De meme, les 
marchandises transport^es sur notre ligne pour le compte de la ligne Tien-tsin-P6kin 
jouiront d'une semblable reduction de 50 pour cent. 

En portant ce qui pr6c6de k la connaissance de votre Excellence je la prie 
d*agreer, &c. 

(Sign6) JOOSTENS. 

(Translation.) 

M. le Ministre, Belgian Legation, Peking, October 28, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Excellency that, with a view to con- 
tributing in every possible way to the re-establishment of railway communications 
between Peking and the coast, M. Jadot, Chief Engineer of the Peking-Hankow line, 
has, at the request of the British and German military authorities at present engaged 
in repairing the lines, just placed at the disposal of those authorities all the railway 
material in the possession of the Peking-Hankow Railway Company in their stores at 
Tongku, Hankow, and Hanyang. 

This cession has been made exclusively as a proof of solidarity, and is not 
prompted by any commercial considerations, all the material being ceded at cost price. 

With a view to keeping an account of the loss which will be sustained by our 
Company in consequence of the delay to which the works will be subjected, an agree- 
ment has been come to at Tien-tsin between Colonel de Keller, of the Russian army, and 
Major von Baur, of the German army, on the one hand, and M. Jadot, on the other 
hand, to the effect that, when the reconstruction works of our line are begun, one 
complete train shall be placed every day at our disposal for the transport of our 
rolling stock. Moreover, when the repairs on the Pengtai-Paoting line shall be 
finished, all the materials destined for our line shall be transported from Tongku to 
P^ngtai at a reduction of 50 per cent, on the ordinary tariffs. Similarly, the goods 
transported on our line for the benefit of the Tien-tsin-Peking line shall be granted a 
reduction of 50 per cent. 

In acquainting your Excellency with the above, I beg, &c. 

(Signed) JOOSTENS. 



Inclosure 2 in No, 91. 
Sir E. Satow to M. Joostens. 



M. le Ministre, Peking, October 30, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency's letter of* the 
28th instant and to state in reply that Her Majesty's Government reserve all the rights of 
the British bondholders under their Contract with the Chinese Government. 

[202] H 
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I would further point out to your JESxc^llency that, as the British military authorities 
have protested against the arrangements made between the German and Russian military 
authorities for the repair and .working of the line betweep Shanhaikwan and Peking, I 
feel compelled, as far as in my power, to maintain that protest. 

I avail, &c. 
(Signed) EENEST SATOW. 

• ^ 1 

No. 92. 

Sir E. Satow to the Marquess of Salisbury. — {Received December 24.) 

My Lord, Peking^ November 3, 1900. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence respecting the occupation of 
Shanhaikwan by the Russian troops, I have the honour to transmit herewith copy 
of a despatch and its inclosures from Her Majesty's. Consulate, Newchwang, with regard 
to the seizure by the Russians of the Ying Kow terminus of the Chinese railMifty, and of 
a quantity of material belonging to the British and Chinese Corporation. The last is 
evidently the same incident as that reported in my two telegrams of the 30th ultimo and 
the Ist instant, Jardine, Matheson, and Co., therein spoken of as the owners, are in fact 
the representatives of the Corporation in question* 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ERNEST SATOW. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 92. 
Consul Fulford to Sir C. MacDonald. 



Sur, Newchwang, October 10, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copies of correspondence, with regard to the occupation 
of the ring Kow terminus of the Chinese Railway by the Russians. 

I have communicated to Mr. Rigby my correspondence with the Russian 
Administrator. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. E. FULFORD. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 92. 
Mr. E. H. Rigby to Consul Fulford. 



Dear Mr. Fulford, Newchwang, October 6, 1900, 

THE Russian flag under guard of some 50 to 100 soldiers and sailors was hoisted 
this morning at daybreak over the property of the Imperial Chinese Railway at this, the 
Ying Kow terminus, and my watchmen were told to go away. I should be glad to know 
what is the reason of this move and hope that you will point out to the Russian 
authorities that Britishers have a large interest in the Imperial Chinese Railway property 
and that their occupation of this terminus seems unwarrantable, not having been 
necessitated by any disturbance in the neighbourhood. 

I should like to point out that I was not informed in any way of their intention to 
hoist their flag and presume that you were treated in like manner, as I have not heard 
from you on the subject. 

The Russians should leave the property (which has not been built into the railway) 
alone, and pay to me as representative of the bondholders for any material which they 
may take. 

Tours, &C. 
(Signed) E. H. RIGBY. 
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luclosure 3 in No, 92. '^ 

Consul Fulford to M. Ostroverkhow.. 

Sir, Newchwang, October 8, 1900. 

I AM informed that on the morning of the 6th instant the Ying Kow terminus of the 
Shanhaikwan Railway was taken possession of by a Russian force and the Russian flag 
hoisted over the buildings. 

Mr. E. H. Rigby was in charge of the property in the interests of the British and 
Chinese Corporation, which has lent the Chinese Government the money to build the 
line. No notice was given him of the intention of the Russian authorities to seize the 
terminus. His Chinese watchmen were summarily turned off the premises by the Russian 
soldiers. 

I have the honour to request that you will inform me of the reason for the seizure 
of the terminus by the Russian forces, and of the intentions of the Russian authorities 
as to the line and the railway property. 

It is reported to me that there is a large quantity of railway material at this terminus 
landed by the British and Chinese Corporation, for which they have not yet received 
pajment. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. E. FULFORD. 



Inclosure 4 in No. 92. 
Mr. E. H. Rigby to Consul Fulford. 



Imperial Chinese Railway Administration^ 
Dear Mr. Fulford, Newchwang, October 9, 19(^0. 

ON thinking the matter over, I consider we have very good grounds for protesting 
should the Russians desire to appropriate any material belonging to the Imperial Chinese 
Railway for use on the Russian line. 

Although the portion of the Imperial Chinese Railway this side of Shanhaikwan it 
not mortgaged to Britishers, the value of the mortgage on the line inside the wall is 
largely influenced by the early completion of this section, which will act as a feeder. 
The material on the other side of the river will all be required to complete the line, and 
should any of it be taken away, it would cause serious delay in its renewal. 

Tours, &c. 
(Signed) E. H. RIGBY. 



Inclosure 5 in No. 92. 
M. Ostroverkhow to Consul Fulford. 



Imperial Rtissian Provisional Civil Administration, 
Sip, Newchwang, October 9, 1900. 

IN reply to your letter of yesterday's date, I have the honour to inform you that 
the Newchwang terminus of the Imperial Chinese Railway was occupied by the Russian 
troops on the 6th instant, under instructions received from the high Russian military 
authorities. 

I presume that this order was given in connection with the general plan adopted for 
the prevention of this Railway being destroyed by the rebels. 

jKotq As to the material stowed on the north bank of the river, strict orders have been 
given to guard the same intact, until the settlement of the whole question. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. OSTROVERKHOW, 

Civil Administrator. 



II' 
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No. 93. 



Lieutenant'Ge.neral Sir A. Gaselee to Lord G. Hamilton. — {Communicated by India Office, 

December 29.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking, December 29, 1900. 

DRAFT Convention between Field-Marshal Commander-in-chief and the Russiang 
has been submitted for my opinion. Convention is purely military, and in nowise 
prejudices political or financial claims. According to its terms, whole line of railway, 
including materials and workshops, from Peking to Shanhaikwan, will be handed 
over to German head-quarters ; Russia reserving such portions of Shanhaikwan station 
yard as are required to work railway line thenceforward to Newchwang, also 
materials, workshops, &c., of so-called Bridge works, Shanhaikwan. An equal division 
to be made of rolling-stock on the entire line — Peking to Newchwang. All past 
expenditure incurred by Russians to be adjusted separately with each Power, accord- 
ing to transport given to each. 

^ I am suggesting in reply to Field-Marshal retention of larger proportion 
rolling-stock, and that Bridge works be handed over, on condition of every facility for 
repair of Newchwang section being given to Russians. Mr. Rickett, of the Peking 
Railway Administration, reports that Bridge works have already been entirely cleared 
out by the Russians. I do not propose to raise the question of the Newchwang 
section, as political rights reserved, 

(Addressed to Secretary of State for India. Repeated to Military Department.) 



No. 94. 
The Marquess of Lonsdowne to Sir C. Scott. 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 29, 1900. 

YOU have forwarded to me, in your despatch of the 17th instant, the 
French translation, published by the "Journal de Saint-P^tersbourg," of a com- 
munique which appeared in the " Invalide Russe" of the 16th instant, respecting the 
action of the Russian military authorities in reerard to the railways in Pechili. I take 
it that this statement is to be regarded as the Russian official view of the question. 

It is not necessary that you should offer any comments to Count Lamsdorflf 
unless he should refer to the communique in conversation with your Excellency ; but 
in case you should not have fully in mind the inaccuracy of many of the statements 
which it contains, I think it well to bring them to your notice, so that you may be 
prepared to refute them should you find it requisite to do so in the course of your 
interviews with the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

I leave aside the various statements in the British press which are the subject of 
criticism in the communique, for with them Her Majesty's Government are not 
concerned, and I will confine myself to pointing out to your Excellency the mis- 
apprehensions as to the facts under which the author seems to have laboured. 

(a.) It is stated in No. 1 of the conclusions formulated at the end of the com- 
munique that Great Britain claims a right to the financial control of the YangtsUn- 
Shanhaikwan Railway and to the reinstatement of the former British Administration, 
as soon as the allied troops shall have evacuated the Province of Pechili; but that 
the claims advanced ever since June by the British authorities to take over the line 
were set aside by the allied Commanders, principally because the means at the disposal 
of the British were not sufficient to protect and restore it and to re-establish com- 
munications. 

The latter part of this statement is misleading. 

Even admitting, for the sake of argument, that the British military authorities 
did not dispose of sufficient force to protect and Testore the line and to re-establish 
traffic on it single-handed, there was no justification for their exclusion from 
participation in the work. 

The Russian General, however, gave no definite answer to the oflFer of assistance 
in repairing line north of Tien-tsin made by the British General, and even went so far 
as to protest formally against the repair of the line from Fengtai to Yangtsun by 
British troops. 
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Her Majesty's Government, however, do not admit that the British authorities 
could not have provided for the repair of the line. 

Mr. Kinder's Administration was ready at any moment to furnish a staff and 
native workmen accustomed to the work, who would, it may be presumed, have been 
fer more capable of carrying the task to an expeditious conclusion than B/Ussian 
troops. In any case, the fact (of which Her Majesty's Government have no know- 
ledge) of the allied Commanders having rejected the British claim to undertake 
single-handed the repair of the line did not justify the Russians in taking in hand the 
work without the authorization of the allied Commanders. 

(60 The second conclusion, after referring to the occupation of the Tongku- 
Ticn-tsin section of the line with the assent of the majority of the allied Admiral 
states that the Tongku-Shanhaikwan section was also occupied by Russian troops, but 
that " the order to maintain the whole line from Yangtsun to Shanhaikwan in the 
liands of the Russians emanated from Count Waldersee, and that the English sub- 
mitted to the order." In the body of the communique reference is made to th^ 
Arrangement concluded on the 1st October between Count von Waldersee and the 
Russian Commander, imposing on the latter certain obligations in connection with the 
line. 

The impression which it is sought to convey by the above statements is altogether 
•erroneous. 

It is true that a majority of the Council of Admirals intrusted to Russian troops 
the repair and protection of the Tongku-Tien-tsin section, but the subsequent occupa- 
tion by Russian troops, towards the end of August, of the line north of Tien-tsin was 
entirely unauthorized, and it was distinctly announced by the Russian General that 
the Tongku-Shanhaikwan section of the line was occupied by the Russians " by right 
of conquest.^' 

The Army Order of Field-Marshal Count vori Waldersee merely recognized a state 
of affairs already created by the unauthorized action of the Russian Commanders, and 
to intimate that such action was due to his orders is inaccurate. It is needless to say 
that an arrangement made between Count von Waldersee and the Russian Commander 
without the concurrence of the British authorities, and which affected to deal with 
British financial interests, could not be held to be binding on Her ^[ajesty's 
Government. 

(c.) Credit is claimed ia the third conclusion for the pe-establishment of com- 
muuicatiom between Tien-tsin and Yangtsun; and the protection of the Tongku- 
Shanhaikwan section from destruction is stated to be entirely due to the energy 
displayed by the Russian troops. 

With regard to this, it is hardly necessary to point out that the question is not 
whether the Russians have done their work well, but whether the work would not 
liave been equally well — if not better — done by the competent staff of those financially 
interested. It may, at any rate, be taken for granted that the proceedings would not 
liave been retarded by their co-operation. 

(d.) The fourth conclusion confutes assertions, attributed to the British press, that 
Count Waldersee*s sphere of action does not include the disposal of the railways, and 
states that the Tangtsun-Shanhaikwan Railway will not be handed over to the 
British, but to Count Waldersee, who will then decide to whom it shall be 
intrusted. 

Her Majesty's Government have never advanced any such assertion, and have 
never disputed Count Waldersee's authority to make such arrangements with regard 
to the railways as might, in his judgment, be required for military purposes. What 
Her Majesty's Government contend is that the repair and working of the line by 
Mr. Kinder's Administration, and under military control, would have been the most 
natural course to follow, as well as the fairest towards the bondholders. 

Her Majesty's Government recognize the diflSculties which have beset the 
question, and the desire shown by Count Lamsdorff to promote a friendly settlement; 
but they regret the publication of a communication so inaccurate in detail and so mig-r 
leading in its general tendency. 

I am, &c, 
(Signed) LANSDOWNB. 
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: * No.95, 

Sir E. Satow to the Marquess of Lansdowne. -^{Received December 31.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking, December 30, 1900. 

REFERRING to your Lordship's telegriam of the 4th December, Her Majesty's 
Gonsul-General at Tien-tsin has been informed by Mr. Burt, the Enginera^ 
in-chief of the Chinese Engineering and Mining Company, that the Russians ard 
systematically removing stores, including machines not yet installed, parts of machines, 
iron, timber, tools, &c., from the railway works at Tongshan. On the 14th December 
General Reid lodged a protest against the removal of stores. 

At Shanhaikwan the Bridge Works stores, which were filled with 60,000/. worUi 
of material required for working and repairing the railway, are now completely 
empty. 

1 have sent your Lordship full details by post, as contained in a despatch (A the 
26th December from Her Majesty's Consul-General at Tien-tsin. 

No. 96. 
British and Chinese Corporation to Foreign Office. — {Received January 2.) 

Sir, 3, Lombard Street^ London, January 2, 1901. 

THROUGH the Hong Kong and Shanghae Banking Corporation we have been 
famished with the substance of a telegram from Major-General Gaselee, dated 
Peking, the 29th December, from which we learn with surprise and alarm that by the 
draft of a Convention between Count Waldersee and the Russians it is proposed by 
the latter that they should retain possession of the Shanhaikwan- Newchwang portion 
of the Feking-Newchwang Railway, and also such portions of the station ^ard at 
Shanhaikwan as are required to work the extension to Newchwang together with 
workshops, &e., and that the Russians desire also an equal division of the rolling-stock 
^m the entire line Peking to Newchwang. 

It is stated that the Convention is purely a military one, and in nowise prejudices 
political or financial claims. 

This Corporation cannot but regard, however, with grave concern the proposal qf 
Russia to retain possession of the line beyond Shanhaikwan, and can see no justification 
whatever for their proposal to retain also one half of the rolling-stock of the entire 
line. The entire material of the whole line Peking to Newchwang is included in the 
security of the British bondholders, and the retention of a portion of the line and the 
claim to half the rolling-stock proposed by Russia it is not possible to view otherwise 
tlian as an act that would seriously prejudice the rights of the British bondholders, 
^e Corporation therefore desire to respectfully protest against any recognition of 
acts so calculated to seriously affect the value of the security upon which tiio Railway 
tx^n was negotiated. 

We are, &c. 
{Per the British and Chinese Corporation, Limited), 

(Signed) W. KESWICK, Chairman. 



M\'^ ft 



/ No. 97. 

Sir B. Satow to the Marquess of Lansdovme.-^ {Received January 3.) 

(Tel^grp^phic.) , ''\ Peking, January 2, 1901. 

I" AM ihjformed that there is apprehension on the part of our military authorities 
that, owing to the opposition of the Russian military authorities, there may be delay on 
the part of Russia in transferring the Peking-Shanbaikwan Railway to Grermany. 

, The signatures have not yet been affixed to the Russo-German Convention, of 
which the terms were sent by telegraph to the India Office by the Greneral Officer 
Conmianding our troops. 

The transfer of the Une will not, it is sincerely to be hoped, be delayed longer than 
{he 13th instant. 
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No. 98. 



Lieutenant-General Sir A. Gaselee to Lord O. Hamilton.^^(Communicated by India Office, 

January 8.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking, January 2, 1901. 

GENERAL REID reports that removal from Bridge Works, Shanhaikwan, of 
railway plant and machinery continues. Railway traffic will run with the utmost diffi- 
culty if this goes on. Regarding Russian-German Military Convention, as Russians 
insist on retaining Bridge Works, I am suggesting insertion of clause. Transfer is 
temporary arrangement to enable Newchwang extension to continue working for 
military purposes, and subject to right to utilize works for the benefit of allies using 
main line of railway. 

(Addressed to Secretary of State for India. Repeated to Military Department.) 



No. 99. 
The Marquees of Lansdowne to Sir E. Satow. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, January 4, 1901. 

WITH reference to your telegram of the 2nd instant respecting the Russo- 
German Convention for the transfer of the Yangtsun-Shanhaikw?,n line, I have to 
state that, from all we hear, many of its provisions appear to us objectionable. 

I have asked the German Government to instruct Count Waldersee not to sign 
the document until opportunity has been given to Her Majesty's Government to- 
consider its terms which affect the British bondholder's interests. 

Please telegraph the text of the Convention. 

No, 100. 

Lieutenant' Oenefal Sir A. Gaselee to Lord G. Hamilton. — {Communicated by 

India Office, January 6.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking, January 4, 190L 

I PRESUME that you have received my previous telegrams of the 29th ultimo 
and 2nd instant, explaining that the Convention is purely military. I wrote to Field- 
Marshal Commanding-in-chief on the 2nd January regarding certain amendments in 
Convention. I said, at end of letter : " It must be clearly understood that my 
concurrence in Convention is subject to reservation of all political and financial rights 
over the whole line, and that I regard Convention as a purely temporary instrument 
during the military occupation of country/' I have told him to-day that my con- 
currence is subject to approval of your Lordship. I deprecate further delay, and 
think immediate transfer of railway to the Field- Marshal, with reservations already 
made, most important. 

No. 101. 
Sir B. Satotv to the Marquess of Lansdoume. — {Received January 5.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking, January 4, 1901. 

WlTii reference to my telegram of the 30th December, the removal of materials, &c., 
from the Bridge works at Shanhaikwan by Russians continues, according to reports by 
British railway officials. The steam crane has been removed, and on the 29th December 
machinery and shafting out of the fitting department, Hcc, were being dismounted. 

The larger portion of material has been removed to outside the Wall, but some is 
shipped from Shanhaikwan to Port Arthur. 



Digitized by 



Google 



5a 

Iso. 102. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. Sect'. 

(Telegiaphic.) Foreign Office, January 6, 1901. 

WITH reference to Sir E. Satow's telegram of the 4tli instant, you should 
ask for an explanation of the conduct of the Russian authorities in regard to the 
removal of materials, &c., from the Northern Railway, which, as reported to us, seems 
to involve a wholly unjustified interference with the permanent and necessary equip- 
ment of the railway line. Her Majesty's Government cannot admit that considerations 
of military convenience warrant such a measure of confiscation. 

No.. 103. 
Sir E. Saiow to the Marquess of Salisbury. — (Received January 7, 1901.) 

My Lord, Peking, November 13, 1900. 

WITH reference to my telegram of the 11th instant, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith copies of three despatches, with their inclosures, from the British 
Acting Cousul-General at Tien-tsin, reporting the action of the Russian and Belgiaa 
Consuls in seizing laud on the left bank of the Pei-ho. 

Mr. Campbell's first despatch of the 8th instant incloses copy of the Circular 
from the Russian Acting Consul, M. Popp6, notifying that the Russian troops had 
seized the left bank of the river from the railway station to Messrs. Meyer's Petroleum 
Dep6t. In his Circular, M. Popp6 states that the troops had "installed themselves 
by right of conquest," and that from the 23rd June the ** land in question had 
become the property of the Russian troops by act of war." 

In his second despatch of the 8th instant, Mr. Campbell forwarded copy of liis 
reply to M. l*opp6, sent after the receipt of my instructions to reserve the rights of 
British subjects on the land referred to. 

In his third despatch of the 8th instant, Mr. Campbell incloses a copy of a 
Circular from the Belgian Consul, notifying that under instructions from his Legation 
he had occupied a kilometre of the left bank of the river, extending from the limits of 
General Lin^vitch's seizure southward. 

1 have this day instructed Mr. Campbell, by telegraph, to reply to the Belgian 
Consul in the same terms as in his note to the Russian Acting Consul. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ERNEST SATOW. 



: Inclosure 1 in Ko. 103. 

Acting Co'nsul-Gt'neral Campbell to Sir E. Salow. 

Sir, Tien-tsin, November 8, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a Circular letter which I, in common 
with my colleagues of the Consular Body, received at noon yesterday from M. Popp4 
the Russian Acting Consul. I may explain briefly that the ground which, according 
to this document. General Lia6vitch considers to be the *' property of the Russian 
troops '* by right of conquest is practically the whole of the left bank of the 
river opposite the 'French, English, and German Concessions, a stretch of 
1^ miles long by some 500 yards wide. Jt is particularly valuable by reason of the 
proximity of those Concessions and of the railway running from Tien-tsin to 
Tang-ku. 

On my arrival here at the beginning of October my attention was drawn to the 
Russian flags planted along the opposite bank of the river, and I found a written 
complaint awaiting me from Messrs. Forbes and Co., that Russian flags and 
notice boards were placed on British-owned property, of which they arc the agents, 
without their authorization. I sent the correspondence relating to this complaint to 
Sir Claude MacDonald. On the 3rd October, General Lorne-Campbell addressed 
me a letter objecting to obstruction from the Russian military authorities near 
the railway station, which letter I transmitted to Sir Claude MacDonald on 
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the 4th October, with the comment that up to then the question involved 
appeared to be a purely military one, and that I did not propose to take any 
action here without instructions from Peking. On the 25th October, Messrs. 
Butterfield and Swire informed me that land on the opposite bank belonging to their 
firm was marked with Russian flags, and on my referring their letter to the Russian 
Consul with a request for thej removal of the flags, I was told that Messrs. Butterfield 
and Swire should apply directly to the Russian head-quarters in the matter. I 
instructed their agent to do so, and he informs me that he has had an inconclusive, 
though friendly, interview with Prince Wolkonsky, the Russian officer charged with 
these affairs, and that a definite reply is to be given him in another interview, which 
Las been fixed for Monday, the 12th. 

I have also gathered at various times from Lieutenant-Colonel Swann, the 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Lines of Communication, that he has had some unne- 
cessary friction with the military authorities in connection with guards and flags 
temporarily placed across the river for military purposes, and altogether it is possibly 
due to British action generally that the Russian Commander-in-chief has taken the 
remarkable step taken notified in M. Popp6*s Circular. 

Whether General Lin6vitch*s dictum, that this ground has become the property 
of Russian troops by right of conquest, has or has not a local basis, is not a question 
for my consideration, but I cannot let the occasion slip without pointing out that if 
operations for the defence of the foreign Concessions are here to become titles to 
property, the troops of other nations have claims to the land now seized by the 
Russian authorities. Personally, I hold that if any nationality has a claim more than 
others to any portion of the river bank immediately opposite this Concession, it is the 
British. It has become valuable in consequence of the capital sunk, mostly by British 
subjects, in the British Concession ; parts of it are owned by British subjects, and other 
parts belong to the North China Railways, in Avhich British capital is largely invested. 
It seems to be quite an inversion of the ordinary view of vested interests which can 
allow the Russian Government to take advantage of the present complications to 
acquire gratis a piece of land which British subjects have made valuable by forty years 
of effort. 

I had the honour to telegraph the gist of M. Poppy's letter to you yesterday. I 
also proposed to reply to the Circular letter reserving British rights on the ground 
seized by General Lin^vitch, and specially refusing to permit the titles of British 
subjects, which are satisfactory to me, to be called in question by Russian r:uthorities 
under any circumstances. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. W. CAMPBELL. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 103. 
M. Popp^ to Consuls at Tien-tsin. 



M. et cher Col%ue, Tten-tsin, le 24 Octohre (6 Novembre), 1900. 

SON Excellence le Lieutenant-G6n6ral Lin^vitch, Commandant-en-chef du 
Corps Exp^ditionnaire Russe du Petcheli, me charge de vous faire part que commo le 
4 (17) Juin, ann^e courant, les troupes Imp^ri^es Chinoises se sont jointes aux 
6meutiers qui attaquaient les Concessions 6trang6res et la gare du chemin de fer 
occup6e par les troupes Russes et quele 10 (23) les renforts Russes sont vcnus d^bloquer 
ces troupes, balayaient la rive gauohe du Peiho depuis au-dessus de la gare du chemin 
do fer jusqu'au delJt du d6p6t de p6trole de MM. H. Meyer et Cie., et s'y sont install^ 
par droit de conqu6te s*en 6tant empar^ les armes k la main et au prix de sang Russe 
vers6 afin d*emp6cher les Chinois d'y revenir recommencer k tirer sur les Concessions. 
Son Excellence consid^re tout cet espace compris depuis au-dessus de la gare du 
chemin de fer jusqu'au del^ du d6p6t de p^trole comme devenu k partir de cc jour 
(10 (23) Juin, ann6e courante) propri6t4 des troupes Russes par fait de guerre. Des 
pavilions Russes ont 6t6 plant^s et des avis ont 6t6 affich^s sur des planchettes places 
en de nombreux endroits de co territoire, qui a et^ occup6 et patrouill6 par les soins 
des autorit^s militaires Russes. 

En consequence son Excellence ne pent et ne pourra, k moins d'autorisation 
sp^ciale de sa part, reconnaltre la moindre cession de terrains compris dans ce 
territoire, dont il a pris pleine et entidre possession. 

[202] I 
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II est bien entendu que las droits des propri^t^ qui auraient et^ dtLm^t 
enregistr^es au nom d'^trangers (autres que Chinois) ^vant le 4 (17) Juin, aiin6^ 
eourante, seront sauvegard^s. 

Vcuillez, &c. 
(Sign6) N. POPPfi, 

G^rant le Consulat de Russie^ 

(Translation.) 

Qiv and dear Colleague, • Tien-tsifiy October 24 (November 6\ 1900. 

HIS Excellency Lieutenant-Greneral Lin^vitch, Coinmander^in-ohief of the 
Russian Expeditionary Corps in Peohili, instructs me to inform you that, as on 
the 4th (17th) June of this year the Imperial Chinese troops joined the rebels in 
attacking the foreign Concessions and the railway station occupied by Russian troops^ 
and as on the 10th (23rd) Russian reinforcements relieved these troops, swept the left 
bank of the Peiho from aboye the railway station to beyond the petroleum dep6t 
of Messrs. H. Meyer and Co., and occupied it by right of conquest, having seized it 
by force of arms and at the cost of Russian blood spilt in order to prevent the 
Chinese returning there and reopening lire on the Concessions. His Excellency 
therefore considers the whole of this space from above the railway station to bejrotfd 
the petroleum dep6t as property of the Russian troops from this day (10th 
(28rd) June of this year) by act of war. Russian flags have been planted and notices 
posted on boards placed at many points in this territory, which has been occupied and 
patrolled under oniers of the Russian military authorities. 

Consequently his Excellency cannot and will not be aible to recognize any cession, 
unless with his special authorisation, of land included in this territory, of which he 
has taken full and complete possession. • 

It is of course imderstood that all proprietary rights, duly registered in the name 
of foreigners (other than Chinese) before the 4th (17th) June of this vear, will be safe- 
guarded. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) N. POPPfi, 

Acting Russian ConsuL 



Inclosure 3 in No. 103. 

Acting CkmsuUOtneral Campbell to Sir E. Satow. 

Sir, Tien-tsin, November 8, 1900. ^ 

ON receipt to-day of your telegram approving the course suggested in my 
telegram of the 6th, I sent a note to my Russian colleague, copy cl which I have the 
honour to inclose. 

I have &Xj 
(Signed) ' 0. W. CAMPBELL. 



Inclosure 4 in No. 103. 
Acting ConsuUOeneral Campbell to M. Popp^. 

Sir and dear Colleague, Tien^tsin, November 8, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Circular letter of the 6th 
November, in w^hich you notify that Lieutenant-General Lin6vitch considers, for 
reasons specified by him, that the left bank of the Pei-ho from above the railway 
station to below Messrs. Meyer and Co.*s petroleum dep6t is the property of Russian 
troops by right of conquest 

I am acquainting Her Britannic Majesty's Minister at Peking of your letter. In 
the meantime, I am instructed to reserve all British rights whatsoever on the land 
referred to by Lieutenant-General Lin^vitch. 
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With reference to the paragraph in your letter to the effect that rights of property 
which have heen duly registered in the names of foreigners before the 17th June will 
be safeguarded, I am also instructed to state that I must decline specially to allow the 
titles of British subjects, which are satisfactory to me, to be called in question by 
Erussian authorities under any circumstances. I avail myself of this opportunity to 
renew to you, &c. 

(Signed) C. W. CAMPBELL. 



Inclosure 5 in No. 103. 
Acting Consul- General Campbell to Sir E. Satow. 

Sir, ^ Tien-tsin, November 8, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a copy of a Circular letter received from the 
Belgian Consul informing me that, under instructions from his Legation at Peking, he 
hap occupied a kilometre of the left bank of the Pei-ho extending from the limite of 
General Lin^vitch's seizure southward. 

So far as I know at present there is no British property in the terrain mentioned, 
hut it seems to me advisable in any case that I should, as soon as possible, make 
the same reservations to the Belgian Consul as I am making to-day to my Russian 
colleague. 

I may mention that according to my present information but a small portion of 
■the Russian and Belgian seizures are Chinese property. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. W. CAMPBELL. 



Inclosure 6 in No. 103. 
Circular from the Chevalier de Melolte to Foreign Consuls at THen-tnn. 

M. et cher Collogue, Tien-tsin, le 7 Novembre, 1900. 

J*AI Phonneur de porter a votre connaissance que, d'ordre de la Legation de Sa 
Majesty le Roi des Beiges k V4kin, j'ai occup6 k la date de ce jour un terrain situ6 
vis-k-vis le has de la Concession Allemande et s'^tendant le long du fleuve depuis 
un point situ6 k environ 50 metres en dessous du d^p6t de p6trole de MM. H. 
Meyer et Cie. jusqu'k un autre point plac6 k environ un kilometre plus has. 

Le terrain, born6 sur les c6t6s par deux lignes. droites, est limits k Tint^rieur par 
la voie du chemin de fer k partir d'un croisement de route situ6 k environ un 
kilometre trois quarts du rempart de terre, jusqu'k un autre point distant d*an 
kilometre un quart environ, ^galeraent situ6 au point d*intersection d'une route et de 
la m6me voie ferr^e. 

Le pavilion Beige a 6t6 plants sur ce terrain et des bornes en marquent les 
limites. 

En consequence j'ai Thonneur de vous faire part qu'aucune vente, cession, ou 
transmission de terrains compris dans ce territoire ne peuvent et ne pourront Mre 
reconnues comme valables. 

II est bien entendu que les droits de propriety qui auraient 6te dAment 
enregistr^s au nom d'6trangers (autres que Chinois) avant la prise de possession seront 
sauvegard^. 

"V^ftuillez cLG 
(Sign6) ' Chevalier DE MELOTTE. 

(Translation.) 
Sir and dear Colleague, THen-tsin, November 7, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, by order of the Legation of His Majesty 
the King of the Belgians at Peking, I occupied on this day a piece of land situated 
opposite the lower end ot the German Concession, and running along the river from a 
point about 50 metres below Messrs. H. Meyer and Co.'s petroleum dep6t to another 
point about a kilometre lower down. 

This piece of land, bounded at the sides by two straight lines, is limited inland 
by the railway line, starting at a crossing situated about If kilom. from the earthen 
[202] I 2 
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rampart to another point about IJ kilom. distant, and similarly situated at the point 
of intersection of the same railway line and a road. 

Tlie Belgian flag has been hoisted on this land, and boundary stones mark its 
limits. 

I have consequently the honour to inform you that no sale, cession, or transfer o 
land comprised in this territory can now, or will be hereafter, recognized as valid. 

It is, of course, understood that all proprietary rights, duly registered in the name 
of foreigners (other than Chinese) before the entry into possession, will be safeguarded. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) Chevalier DE MELOTTE. 



No. 104. 

Sir E. Satow to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received January 7.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking, January 6, 1901. 

WITH reference to your Lordship's telepfram of the 4th January. 
Translation of draft of Russo -German Railway Agreement is as follows : — 

[Text forwarded in Sir E. Satow's despatch to Lord Lansdowne of the 
8th January : see No. 142, f/?/ra.] 

Following addition to second paragraph of Article 5 has been suggested by the 
British military authorities : 

Instead of '' Further the Kussian military authorities " to " military requirements," 
read '' that on demand of army head-quarters in case of military necessity, the Russian 
military authorities will help them as far as they can to the extent of two-fifths of the 
railway stock, which falls to their share on payment of the usual prices laid down in 
the Railway TraflSc Agreement.*' 

Three-fifths of the rolling-stock will fall to the army head-quarters if this suggestion 
is adopted. 



No. 105. 
Sir E. Satow to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received January 7.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking, January 6, 1901. 

REFERRING to my telegram of the 6th instant : 

I am informed by Colonel Grierson, who returned last night from Shanhaikwan 
where he has been on a tour of inspection, that the Germans have stationed men all 
along the line in readiness to take over immediately, and that every preparation for 
departure is being made by the Russian troops, of whom some squadrons of Cossacks 
have already left for Manchuria. 

No. 106. 

Lieutenant'General Sir A. Gaselee to India Office. — {Communicated by India Office, 

January 7.) 

(Teleirraphic.) Peking, January 7, 1901. 

COUNT WALDERSEE having interrogated Colonel Keller, Russian Railway 
Director, legarding report of removal from Bridge works of material, latter, who 
originally denied our report, now replies that, in accordance with instructions, he has 
removed material and machinery from both Tong Shan and Shanhaikwan on account 
of the requirements of line north of latter. He adds that he considers that he is 
within his rights, as he is responsible for the whole line of railway. Field-Marshal has 
telegraphed on the subject direct to Kouropatkine. 

(Repeated Military Secretary, India.) 
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No, 107. 
Sir C. Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received January 8.) 

(Telegraphic.) St. Petersburgh, January 8, 1901. 

YO IJR telegram of the 6th instant. 

I have just received a visit from M. Easily, who can give no explanation of the 
action of the Russian military authorities. He promises, however, to inquire, but he 
fears it will be impossible to find out anything until the return of Count Lamsdorff, 
who was to start from livadia for St. Petersburgh to-morrow. 

I handed him a Memorandum containing the substance of Sir E. Satow's tele- 
gram, and of your instructions and remarks on the matter; and I seriously urged on 
him the great importance of immediately stopping the grave injury which was being 
done to the legitimate private interests of British subjects. 



No. 108. 
Sir E. Saiow to the Marquess of Lansdowne^. — {Received January 10.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking, January 9, 1901. 

GENERAL SCHWARZHOFF, Chief of StaflFto Count von Waldersee, called on- 
me to-day to represent, on behalf of the Field-Marshal, the urgent necessity for the 
immediate signing of the Convention, as military exigencies required some time for the 
transfer of the line to German troops. In order that the Convention might be signed 
to-day, he asked that we would withdraw any opposition. Paragraph 4 had been amended 
80 as to give the army head-quarters three-fifths of the roUing-stock. 

I communicated, in reply, the substance of your Lordship's telegram of the 
4th instant, and promised to ask your Lordship to inform me of Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment's decision as soon as possible. 

At the close of the interview, at which the German Minister was present, General 
Schwarzboff said he was uncertain whether the Field-Marshal would consent to any 
further delay, though I urged him strongly to postpone the signature until such time as 
3 our Lordship's views had been ascertained. 



No. 109. 
Sir E. Satow to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received January 10.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking, January 9, 1901. 

WITH reference to my telegram of the 28th November last year, I have to- 
report that on the 6th January a Circular was issued by the Russian Consul to the 
Consular Body at Tien-tsin, announcing that a Concession on the left bank of the Peiho, 
the limits of which were marked by boundary stones, had been acquired by Russia,' 
according to an Agreement between the Governments of Russia and China. 

The stones marking the boundary extend along the river bank for 2J miles up to the 
railway station eastward and up to the railway line southward. 

The Russian Consul has acted, I am told by the Russian Legation, by his Minister's 
orders, and the Agreement with the Chinese Government was concluded through Li Hung- 
chang. The Russian Concession does not include Messrs. Butterfield and Swire% 
property. 

On the 20th November the French Consul-General issued a notification extending 
the French Concession, and on the 28th December the Japanese issued a similar 
notice. 

J am sending copies of them by post. 
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No. 110 

Sir E. Satow to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received January 10.) 

(Telejfraphic.) Peking, January 10^ 1901. 

WITH reference to my telegram to your Lordship of the 9th instant, the 
Eknperor of Russia has authorized the signature of the Railway Convention between 
Gerroauy and Russia, according to a telegiam from the Russian Minister for War received 
by the Field-Marshal. 

No. 111. 
Sir C. Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — (Received January H.) ^ 

(Teleffwipbie.) St. Peiersburgh, January 11, 1901. 

THE reply of the Russian Government to Mr. Hardihge^s note of the 2nd November 
has just been received. 

it states that the Ministry for Foreign^Aflhirs can only refer to a communique from 
the Ministry of War, published in the Official Gazette, and containing explanations on 
the questions touched upon in tb«-note from tlM fimbaasy. A Freoob tranalation ot this 
communique, which was forwarded to your Lordship in my despatch of the 17th 
December, 1900, accompanies the Russian note* 

' GouniLaiMdorflrk expected to arrive to-m#rrow.from^\[ivadia. 

No. 112. 

Lord G. Hamilton to Lieutenant-Oeneral Sir A. Oaselee.^^{0on\municated by India Office, 

January 12.) 

(Telegraphic.) India Office^ January 10, 1901. 

FROM military point of yiew, as well as in interests of proprietors, I consider 
that management of whole line within and without the Wall by Kinder would 
be the most advantageous arrangement; but we concur with the Fields Marshal 
that there should be no avoidable delay in obtaining the transfer of the Shanhaikwan- 
Yangtsun portion of the line ; and I authorize you to concur in the Convention, if it 
be clearly understood and stipulated that the division of the control of the line and 
partition of rolling-stock and material are only temporary, and effected without 
prejudice to existing political and financial rights, and that all such rights are fully 
reserved on our part, and that the whole line Peking-Newchwang and all material 
will, as soon as active military operations are concluded, be restored to the repre- 
sentisttives of the bondholders. 

No. 113. 

lAeutenanUGeneral Sir A. Qaselee to India Office. — {Communioated by India Ofice, - 

January 18.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking, January 12, 1901. 

PLEASE refer to your telegram of the 10th instant. 

The Pield-Marshal Commanding-in-chief cannot accept CJonvention in your 
terms, who can only be responsible for military Convention in respect of line of 
railway Peking-Shanhaikwan, and has no control over extension outside Chihli. Oiu- 
political and financial rights are fully preserved over portion with which Field- 
Marshal is concerned. !^mainder is a question for direct negotiation with Russia. 
Moreover, Convention in nowise prejudices our claims outside Wall. Under these 
cu-cumstances I am strongly in favour of acceptance of Convention, and I beg reply 
immediately, as Eussians and Pield-Marshal anxious to conclude the negotiations. 
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No. 114. 
Sir C. Scolt to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received January 14.) 

My Lord, St, Petersburghj January 10, 1901. 

ON receipt of your Lordship's telegram of the 6th instant, instructing me to ask for 
explanations of the conduct ot the Russian military authorities in emptying and 
removing the stores of the Railway Bridge Works at Shanhaikwan, as reported by Her 
Majesty's^ Minister at Peking, I at once endeavoured to put myself in communication 
with Prince Obolensky or M. Easily at the Russian Foreign Office, but as it was the 
Russian Christmas Day, that Office was like all other Departments of the Government, 
inaccessible. 

M. Basily was, however, good enough to propose next morning to come and see me 
at the Embassy, 

I at once read him in paraphrase Sir E. Satow's telegram and your Lordship's 
remarks and instructions to me, and I begged him, in view of the very serious importance 
of a matter which was exciting a very painful interest in England, to lose no time in 
endeavouring to procure for me the desired explanations. 

It was, I said, scarcely necessary for me to repeat to him that the stores and 
railway property in question, which seemed to be practically confiscated by the Russian 
authorities, were all mortgaged to British subjects under a contract with the Chinese 
Government which Her Majesty's Government was bound to protect. 

M. Basily promised to comply with my request at once, but he said tiiat possibly he 
might experience some delay, it was useless to telegraph to Count Lamsdorff on the 
subject, as his Excellency was to leave Yalta the next day §ot St. Petersburgh, where his 
arrival might be expected on Saturday next — any communication to him now might fail 
to reach him. The Minister of War had not yet returned to St. Petersburgh, though he 
might probably be here before Count LamsdorflF, meanwhile, he would go at once to the 
Chief of the staff at the War Office aad-^^deavour to get a reply, and in case^of any un- 
expected delay in Count Lamsdorff 's departure, he would immediately telegraph to him 
my communication. 

In order to enable him to do so, I gave him a Memorandum of this communication 
in ihe form herewith inclosed. 

X hav6 &c 
(Signed) ' CHARLES S. SCOTT. 



Inclosure in No. 114 
Memorandum. 

A TELEGRAM from Her Majesty's Minister at Peking, dated the 4th January 
(n.s.), reports that the Russian military authorities are continuing to appropriate and 
remove all the material and stores of the railway-bridge works at Shanhaikwan, that 
they have taken the steam-crane and other railway machinery, and that on the 29th 
December (n.s.) they were dismounting the shafting out of the fitting department. 

He adds that some of this material was being shipped off to Port Arthur, but that 
the larger portion of the property had been removed outside the wall. 

On the 14th December (n.s.) General Reid had lodged a protest against the 
removal by the Russians of these stores, which are mortgaged to British bond- 
holders. 

Her Majesty's Ambassador has been instructed to ask for an explanation of these 
proceedings of the Russian military authorities, which, as reported to Her Majesty's 
Government, seem to constitute a measure of confiscation unwarranted by considerations 
of military convenience, and involving an entirely unjustifiable interference with the 
permanent and necessary equipment of the line. 

St. Petersburgh y December 26, 1900 {January 8, 1901). 
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No. 115. 
Sir C. Scott to the Marquess uf Lansdowne. — {Received January 14.) 

My Lord, St. Petersburgh, January 11, 1901. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship translation of a note 
which I have just received from the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, inclosing a French 
translation of tlie official communication of the iMinister of War, which was published in 
the Official Gazette, and referring me to it for explanations of the action of the Russian 
military authorities with regard to railways in JSorth China, in reply to Mr. Hardinge's 
note to Count Lamsdorff of the 2nd November of last year. 

This note is signed for the Minister for Foreign Affairs by Prince Obolensky, as 
Count Lamsdorff will only return to-morrow to St. Petersburgh. 

I had the honour to telegraph its substaace to your Lordship to-day. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES S. SCOTT. 



Inclosure in ISo. 115. 
Prince Obolensky to Sir C Scott. 



(Translation/) Ministry for Foreign Affairs, \st Department, 

M. PAmbassadeur, December 28, 1900. 

IN a note of the 20th October (2nd November) last, the British Charge d'Affaires, 
Mr. Hardinge, addressed himself to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, with a request that 
he should be furnished with some explanations with regard to the railway question in 
China. 

In reply to the above-mentioned note, I have the honour to inform you that in this 
matter the Ministry for Foreign Affairs can only refer to the official communication from 
the Ministry of War on the subject, published in the Official Gazette, and herewith 
annexed in a French translation,* because this communication, as your Excellency will 
observe^ contains explanations on all the questions contained in Mr. Hardinge's note 
above referred to. 

l^eceive &c 
(Signed) ' Prince OBOLENSKY. 



No- 116. 

India Office to Lieutenant- General Sir A. Oaselee. — {Communicated by India Office, 

January 17.) 
-^Telegraphic.) India Office, January 15, 1901. 

PLEASE refer to your telegram of the 12th January. 

In view of lield-Marshal's communication to you as to his inability to make 
conditions in regaixi to the Shanhaikwan-Newchwang section of railway. Her Majesty's 
Government feel that it is useless for them to press their objections in respect to that 
section any further, and, subject to the other reservations specified in my telegram of 
the 10th January, you may withdraw your opposition to the Convention. 



No. 117. 

Sir C. Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received January 17.) 

(Telegraphic.) St. Petersburgh, January 16, 1901. 

COUNT LAMSDORFF was prevented by the Russian New Year holidays from 
receiving the foreign Ambassadors before to-day. 

After reading your Lordship^s despatch of the 23rd November to Mr. Hardinge, I 

• See Inclosure in No. 89- 
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left a copy with his ExcelJency, who appeared to doubt the accuracy of the iDformation 
respecting the seizure of material and occupation of the railway which had reached Her 
Mtyesty's Governtuent. 

lu view of the military requirements of the situation the measure taken by the Russian 
authorities were, no doubt, unavoidable, and had, perhaps, owing to local excitement, been 
reported in an exaggerated light to Her Majesty*s Government. 

To these remarks I replied that the evidence upon which our remonstrances were 
based would, I thought, stand the test of careful examination and was supported by otBcial 
reports. 

It was believed that the proceedings would be found to be the result of some mis- 
understanding either of instructions or of the interests involved, and that the local 
authorities had been acting without authority. 

I said that we were no less anxious than the Russians to avoid any misunderstandingi 
but that I regretted that the official view of the action of the Russian military authorities 
should differ so widely in England and Russia. 

In explanation of the attitude of the Russian Government his Excellency referred me 
to the statement published in the Official Gazette by the War Office. T said that it appeared 
to me that this communique was in answer to certain criticisnis iu the English press which 
had nothing to do with Her Majesty's Government, and until receiving your Lordship's 
instructions, I would prefer to make no further comment on it. 

On learmng that Her Majesty's Government were not satisfied with the explanations 
given by the Russian Government, his Excellency promised to immediately go again 
into the question, and hoped to arrive at a satisfactory and conciliatory settlement. 

It was only after this interview that your Lordship's despatch of the 29th December 
reached me. 



No. 118. 

tdtutenant^ General Sir A. Qaselee to India Office .^^l^Communicated by India Office^ 

January 19.) 

(l?elegraphic.) Peking, January 18, 1901. 

EE]?ERRING to your telegram of the 15th instant : 

The railway Convention is signed. I am arranging for inspection of line by 
Kinder. 

(Addressed Secretary of State for India. Repeated Military Secretary.) 



No. 119. 
Sir C. Scoli to the Marquess of Lan8doume.-^{Received January 20.) 

(Telegraphic.) ^ St. Petersburgh, January 19, 1901. 

AT a f urihejf ititetriew which 1 had with Count Lam$dor£f to-day, I made use of 
the despatch from youi* Lordship of the 29th ultimo to refute the statements which 
appeared in the communique of the Riissian War Office. 

His Excellency, whom I found roost conciliatory and very anxious to clear up every 
misunderstanding on both sides, admitted that he could not assume personal responsibility 
himself for more than the communication to me ot the Russian military view of the 
circumstances of which we complained, as he had only the assurance of the Minister of 
War for the accuracy of the statements in the communique. 

I put before his Excellency the arguments on the other side, which ho was glad to 
hear, and I think that he appreciated the force of our argument that the occupation ot 
the line, which, he said, could in no case have been claimed by right of conquest, 
should have been preceded by an understanding \^ith the other allied Commanders. 

I gave his Excellency, at lis request, and not as an official communication, but for 
purposes of reference only, a note of the comments made by your Lordship on the 
communique and its conclusions, and he promised that he would see General 
Kouropatkine at once^ and that they would again go seriously into the whole question 
together. 

In the course of a long and very friendly conversation, he said that he was certainly 
[202] K 
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mder the impression that Count Waldersee had objected to the Russians handing over 
the line without first referring to him, or until they had completed the task he had set 
them ; but as to this, he was unwilling to make any confusion by committing himself to 
the accuracy of his recollection of what General Kouropatkine had told him at 
Livadia. 



No. 120. 

Sir E. Satow to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — (Received January 21, 1901.) 

My Lord, Peking, November 17, 1900- 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 13th instant concerning the Russian 
seizures at Tien-tsin, I have the honour to transmit herewith copy of a further despatch 
from the British Acting Consul-General at Tien-tsin, inclosing a letter to him from the 
Russian Acting Consul, in which it is stated that all questions relating to the land seized 
by the Russian military authorities should be referred to the Commander-in-chief of the 
Russian expeditionary force. 

This notification amounts to a refusal to entertain or discuss Mr. Campbell's protest. 
We can, of course, only regard the seizure as temporary during the present abnormal 
condition of affairs, and must assume that it will cease when peace is restored. I am 
instructing Mr. Campbell to reply to his colleague's letter in this sense. 

I liave &c* 
(Signed) ' ERNEST SATOW. 



Inclosure 1 in Ko. 120. 

Acting ConsuUOenetal Campbell to Sir E. Satow* 

Sir, Tien^tsin, November 12, 1900. 

REFERRING to my despatch of the 8th November, I have the honour to 
inclose copy of a letter received from my Russian colleague, in which he informs me that 
all questions relating to the land seized by the Russian authorities on the left bank of 
the river should be referred to the Commandant.in-qhief of the Russian expeditionary 
force. 

I hftvp &iC 
(Signed) ' C. W. CAMPBELL. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 120. 

M. Poppe to Acting ConsuUGeneral CampbelU 

Consulat Imperial de Russie, Tien-tsiti, U 27 Ocloore 
M. et cher Collogue, (9 Novembre), 1900* 

EN r^ponse a votre lettre du 8 Novembre, annfe courante, an regard de ma Circalaire dir 
6 Novembre au sujet de la confirmation de la prise de possession de terrain sur la rive 
ganchedu Peiho par les autoritds militaires Kusses, j'ai Thonneur de vous informer que 
c'est le Commandant-en-chef du corps exp^ditionnaire Kusse du P^tchili, qui a 6le charg^ 
d(j prendre toutes les mesures n^cessaires, et que c'est k lui directcment que do! vent feti-e 
v6lir4eQ toutes les questions k ce sujet. 

Veuillez, &c. 
(Sign6) N. POPPE, 

Oonsul de Rassie ad int^tim. 

(Translation.) 

Imperial Russian Constdale^ Tien^tsin^ 
S:r dnd dear Colleagut, October 21 {November 0), 1900. 

IN answer to yoiu- letter ot the 8th Xoveml>ei* of this year, with regajxl to mv 
Circuldr of the 6th November on the subject of the eondrmatian of tha occupation of 
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land on the l6ft bank of the Peiho by the Bassian military authorities^ I have the 
honour to inform you that the Commander-in-chief of the Russian expeditionary force 
in Pechili has been instructed to take all necessary measures, and that all questions ou 
this subject must be referred to him. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) N. POPPfi, 

Russian Consul^ ad interim. 



No. 121. 
Sir E. Satow to the Marquess of Lansdoume.-^Beceived January 21, 190L) 

My Lord, Peking, November 19, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copies of two despatches, with their 
inqlosures^ which 1 have received from the Acting British Consul-General ^t Tien-tsin 
respecting Russian flags being hoisted on British-owned land at Tien-tsin. 

I have approved the action taken up by Mr. Campbell in advising Messi^. Forbes to 
decline the terms offered by General Lin^vitch. 

Mr. Campbell informs me, with regard to his particular objections to Bussian 
condition 2 (a) (Inclosure 6) that Messrs. Butterfield and Swire, a British 6rm, have been 
in treaty for a large piece of ground, opposite the foreign Concessions, for wharfage 
purposes. The negotiations began eighteen months ago« Difficulties were gradually set 
aside, and finally a price (about 70,000 taels, say, 10,5002.) was agreed upon ; but the 
seller, who is undoubtedly the owner, begged Messrs. Butterfield and Swire to wait until 
he had overcome objections on the part of some villagers. He accepted 400 taels (say^ 
60Z.) earnest money, deposited the title-deeds of the ground with Messrs. Butterfield and 
Swire, and banded over a strip on the bank to them. 

The present troubles have supervened, and the Russian fiags hoisted on the ground 
have made Messrs, Butterfield ana Swire apprehensive of political connplications. They 
thei'cfore arranged with the owner quite lately that the balance of the purchase-money 
should be placed in the bands of a trustee until the British firm could be assured of the 
possession of the land under political conditions similar to those existing at the time they 
concluded the bargain. 

Mr. Campbell is of opinion that the transaction is hand fide^ commenced and 
practically concluded before there was any question of a Russian occupation of the 
opposite bank. 

There does not appear to be any reason w4)y British titles, previously submitted to 
me by Her Majesty's Consul-General, should not be accepted by the Russian authorities, 
and in view of that opinion 1 am convinced that Mr. Campbell's advice to Messrs. 
Butterfield and Swire was sound* 

I haye, &c. 
(Si^gued) ERNEST SATQW, 



Inclosure 1 in No. 121. 
Acting ConsuUOeneral Camphell to Sir E. Satow. 

Sir, Tien-tsin, November 14, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a letter received from Messrs. Forbes 
and Co. 

The replacing of the Russian flags on the property of the Eastern Wharf and 
Godown Company was first brought to my notice by Mr. Smith, my assistant, on the 6th 
November ; but as it frequently happena that the higher Russian military authorities are 
ignorant of the doings of their subordinates, I merely warned the British owners, aiid told 
them to call at the Russian head-quarters, mention the circumstances, and ask for the 
removal of the flags. 

It appears from Messrs. Forbes and Co.'s letter, which i^ corroborated verbally by 
Mr. Fisher, of the firm of Butterfield and Swire, that General Lin^vitch decline.^ to 
[202] r^ . . . . j^ .^ 
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remove the flags, and as there can now be no doubt that he is cognizant of all the facte 
an4^ circumstances, 1 accordingly asked your permision, in my telegran^ of yesterday, tV 
lodjje a protest against his action, 

I have, &c^ : . 

(Signed) C. W. CAMPBELL. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 121. 
Messrs, Forbes and Co. to Acting ConsuUOeneral CamphelU 

Sir, Tien-tsin^ November 13, 1900. 

SINCE writing you on the 12th and 15th ultimo concerning the Russian flags and 
notice-board on the property owned on the other side of the river — owned by Messrs. 
E. Cousins and J. M, Dickinson — and known as the Eastern Wharf and Godown Com- 
pany, we now regret to inform you that the Russian authorities have again put up two 
flags and a notice-board on our frontage facing the river. This took place on the 
evening of the 3rd instant. We ascertained the time and date from the American 
sentry on duty there. 

On Wednesday last, the 7th instant, the writer called on Prince Wolkonsky and 
informed him what had happened. He appeared to know nothing about it, and asked us 
to wait until he saw the Russian General before writing to you on the matter. We told 
him we would do so, but after waiting some days, and not hearing anything further, the 
writer called on him again yesterday, in company with Mr. Fisher. He informed us that 
he had explained the mjitter to the General, and that the General had informed him 
that he did not intend to have the flags or notice-board removed ; and Prince Wolkonsky 
suggested that the best thing we could do was to lay the matter before you, and we 
informed him that we would do so at once. 

We therefore beg that you will take the necessary steps to have the flags and notice- 
board removed from our land as soon as possible. 

Asking your usual kind attention, we are, &c. 

(Signed) WILLIAM FORBES and Co. 

{Per pro W. E. Southcott, Agents, Eastern 

Wharf and Godown Company). 



Inclosure 3 in No. 121. 

Acting ConsuU General Campbell to Sir E. Satow. 

Sir, ^ THen-tsin, November 14, 1900. 

WITH reference to my despatch of to-day's date, I have the hcmour to inclose 
copy of a letter from Messrs. Forbes and Co., forwarding a communication to 
them from Prince Wolkonsky. According to this. General Lindvitch offers to remove 
the Euhsian flags from the property of the Eastern Wharf and Godown Company on 
fulfilment of two conditions. These are : — 

1. That the titles to the ground shall be ** reconnus comme en r^gle et absolument 
valables par les Consuls de Russie et d'Angleterre comme ayant 6t6 transfSr^ avant 
Inoccupation par les autoril^s militaires Eusses ;" and 

2. That an engagement shall be entered into not to hoist the British flag on the 
property until " cette question du drapeau " shall have been decided " d'un commun 
accord," because the hoisting of the British flag might raise 'Ma question de la 
nationality de co territoire," 

, I am not aware of the existence of a *' question of flag," but in any case I see no 
present reason why the British owners of this property should subscribe to conditions 
imposed at the will of the Russian military authoiities. I shall therefore instruct 
Messrs. Forbes and Co. to decline the conditions and press once more for the removal of 
the flags. 

I had the honour to send you a telegram in the above sense this morning. 
' I have, &c. 

(Signed) P, W^ CAMPBELL. 



■»wsg^^i?T^?^ 
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I Inclosure 4 in, Ko. 121. 

Messrs. Forbes and Co. to Acting Consul-General CampbelU 

Sir, Tien-tsin^ November 14, 1900. ,; 

SINCE writing you under yesterday's date we have received the inclosed letter 
frojn Prince Wolkonsky, which, we understand, has reference to the flags, &c., posted on 
the^ land owned by Messrs. Ed. Cousins and J. M. Dickinson, but as we cannot read 
French, we shall be pleased if you will favour us with « translation of the letter ia 
question, and inuch oblige. 

\^Q are Sdg 
(Signed) / WILLIAM FORBES and Co/. 
{Per pro W. E Soiithcott, Agents, Eastern - 
Wharf and Godown Compajuy). 



Inclosure 6 in No* I21, 

Prince WolkonsTcy to Messrs. Forbes and Co. 

Monsieur, Tien^tsin, le 31 Octobre (13 Novembre), 1900. 

SON Excellence le Lieutenant-General Lin^vitch m*a charg^ de vous' communiquer 
la decision suivante prise par lui au sujet de t'^niSvement des drapeaux Russes du terrain 
8ur lequel voiis r^clamez les droits de propriety de la maison que vous repr^sentez. 

1. Les drapeaux Russes ont 6t6 places seulement comnie indication que r^tqndue de 
la rive gauche du Peiho (dans les limites qui vous sont connues), a ^t^ occupee les armes 
k la nnain par ordre des autorit^s railitaires Russes, et n'interviennent nullenient dans ks 
droits des propri^taires particuliers Strangers (autres que Chinois). \^^. 

2. Les drapeaux Russes seront enlev^s des terrains en question sur Tor^re des autorit^s 
militaires Russes aprfes T^xecution des deux conditions suivantes : — 

(a.) Si les documents relatifs aux litres de propri^t^ de ces terrains sont recounus 
comme en rdgle, et absolument valables par les Consuls de Russie et d'Angleterre comnie 
ayant 6\6 tr'ansf^r^s avant I'occupatioti par les autorit^s militaires Russes. 

(6.) Si vous remettez au Chef d*fitat, Major du Corps Exp^ditionnaire Russe du 
P6tchili (vu mon prochain depart), un engagement par lequel, apris Tenldvement des 
drapeaux Russes de ce terrain, le drapeau Anglais n'y serait p1ac6 qu'apr^s que cette 
question du drapeau n'ait 4t6 ddcid^e d'un comniun accord, car ^installation du drapeau 
Anglais pourrait signifier non pas seulement le droit de propri6t6 du terrain par vous 
comme particulier (droits qui aprfes Tex^cution des formalitds indiqu6es au paragraphe (a) 
ne souldveront aucune objection de la part des autorit^s militaires Russes), mais bien 
mettre en discussion la question de la nationalite de ce territoire. 

Des que ces deux conditions auront 6t6 remplies, les autoritds militaires Russes 
donneront les instructions n^cessaires pour que les drapeaux Russes soient d^places et 
transport's k la iimite du terrain en question. 

J*esp6re que vous serez satisfait de ce r'sultat de mon rapport, qui, comme vous 
pouvez bien le voir, garantit tous les droits que vous pbuvez avoir comme propri^taire 
particulier. 

Receve?, &o. 
(Sign6) Prince A. TOI'KONSKY, 

Capitaine de la Garde InipMale.' 

(Translation.) 

Sir, Tien-tsin^ October 31 (November 13), 1900, 

I AM directed by his Excellency Lieutenant-Greneral Linevitch to communicate 
to you the following decision which he has arrived at on the subject of the removal of 
Russian flags from the land over which you claim proprietary rights tor the house of 
which you are the representative. 

1^ The llussian flags were only planted to indicajte that the jBxtent of the. left- 
tank of the Peiho (the limits of which are known to you) had been occupied by 
armed troops by order of the Russian military authorities, and in no way interfered 
with the rights of individual foreigners (other than Chinese). 
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2. The Russian flags will he removed from the land in question by order of the 
Bussian military authorities on the fulfilment of the two following conditions : — 

(a.) If the documents relating to the proprietary title to this land are acknow- 
ledged as r^ular and quite genuine by tlie Russian and English Consuls, and as 
having been transferred before the occupation by the Russian military authorities. 

(b.) If you give an undertaking to come to an agreement with the Chief of the 
Staff of the Russian Expeditionary Corps (owing to my approaching departure) by 
which, after the removal of the Russian flags from the land, the English flag shall 
not be planted until this flag question has been settled mutually, for the planting of 
the English flag might signify not only your individual proprietary right over the 
land (rights to which, after the formalities indicated in paragraph (a) have been 
carried out, the Russian military autiiorities will raise no objection), but sdso bring up 
for discussion the question of the nationality of this land. 

As soon as these two conditions have been fulfilled, the Russian military 
authorities will issue the necessary instructions for removing the Russian flags and 
transferring them to the boundary of the land in question. 

I hope you will be satisfied with this the resiilt of my report, which, as you can 
well perceive, guarantees all the rights which you can have as individual proprietor. 

Accept, &c. 
(Signed) Prince A. WOLKONSKY, 

Captain of the Imperial Guard. 



No. 122. 

Acting Consul^' General Campbell to the Marquess of Lansdotvne. — (Received 

January 2\, 1901.) 

My Lord, Tien^tsin, November 28, 1900. 

I AM instructed by Sir Ernest Satow to forward to your Lordship the inclosed 
correspondence, relating to trespasses on British-owned property by the Russian militarv 
authorities here. 

• I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. W. CAMPBELL, 



Inclosure 1 in No. 122. 
Acting Consul- General Campbell to Sir E. Satoit. 

Sir, Tien'tsin, November 16, 1900. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 14th November, I have the honour 
to inclose copies of further correspondence received from Forbes and Co. and 
Butterfield and Swire regarding the trespasses on their properties by the Russian 
military authorities. Part of this correspondence is merely corroborative of reports 
which have already gone to you. 

As you will observe, both firms decline the conditions laid down by Lieutenant- 
Geneml Lin^vitch, and again reouest the removal of the flags and notice-boards. If 
this removal doe^ not take place by to-morrow afternoon, I shall then lodge the protest 
authorized by your telegram of the 14th November^ 

I have, &c' 
(Signed) C. W. CAMPBELL. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 122. 

Messrs. Butterjield and Swire to Acting Consul- General Campbell. 

Sic,^ ^ Tien-tsin, November IB, 1000* 

FOLLOWING your advice, we interviewed Prince Wolkonsky r^rding the 
placing of Kussian flags and placards on our property on the east bank ot the Feiho, 
oppoeite the British Concession. The Prince is the Russian officer detailed for atten- 
bon to surf> loatters, and o\\v first interview with him was on the 5th instant, when 
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we explained to him that the property in question was ours, and that, as British 
subjects., we objected to the raising of Riwsian flags on our land, and we respectfully 
reouested their removal. We explained that if our assurance of ownership were not 
sumcient, satisfactory assurance to this effect could be obtained by inquiry at the 
British Consulate-General. 

. The Prince promised to convey our wishes to the Russian General Lin^vitch arid 
to communicate the General's reply, which he did at an interview by appointment 
yesterday. 

The General's reply was to the effect that the land was occupied by right of war, 
as Russian soldiers had died in defence of attacks on the Concessions from that 
quarter. We mentioned incidentally that British troops also had died in the same 
defence, but pointed out how entirely irrelevant such matters were as a justification 
for the assumption of rights over British property. 

The Prince laboured to draw a distinction between occupying the land and 
taking possession of it, and in illustration he indicated that it would be quite 
possible that the Russian authorities, while approving our " particular rights," might still 
retain a somewhat general and indefinite right embracing our own. To this we expressed 
unqualified dissent, maintaining that, as British subjects, we could admit no Russian 
rights of any kind over our own property. 

We pointed out to the Prince that whatever the Russian intentions might be 
with regard to land on the opposite side of the river, it could scarcely be to their 
interest to molest us, lis they were doing. We explained that our objects were by 
no means obstructive, as any scheme for improvement would be likely to enhance the 
value of our property. 

Briefly, the result of our interview was that the Russian General was unwilling 
to remove the flags, as he occupied our land by what he described as right of war, and 
that for satisfaction we must refer to our Consul. 

It remains, therefore, for us only to place the case in your hands, and to solicit 
your good offices in the matter. 

We are, &c. 
(Per pro Butterfield and Swire), 

(Signed) W. FISHER. 



Indosure 3 in No. 122. 
Messrs. Butterfield and Swire to Acting ConsuUOeneral GampbelU 

Sir, Tien-tsin, Novembei' 15, 1900. 

SINCE we wrote you on the 13th instant, we have received from Prince Wolkonsky 
a letter communicating the decision of Lieutenant-General Lin^vitch with regard to 
our request for the removal of Russian flags from our property. 

The General, it appears, is willing to order the removal of the flags on two 
conditions, viz. : — 

1. If the title to the land is recognized by the Russian and British Consuls as 
having existed before the occupation of the land by the Russian military authorities. 

2. If we will give an undertaking to the Russian Chief of Staff that the British 
flag shall not be raised on the land until the " question of the flag'' has been decided 
by common consent. 

We have replied according to the copy of letter herewith, stating that the land * 
was purchased by us before the Russian troops came to Tien-tsin, and referring the 
Greneral to the British Consul-Geiieral here, if confirmation of this statement i» 
needed. v' 

Under these circumstances, we have informed the General that we can admit no 
Russian rights of any kind over the property in question, and we have reiterated oinr 
request that the General will give the necessary orders for the removal of the flags. 

We are, &c. 
{Per pro Butterfield and Swire), 

(Signed) W. FISHER. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 122. 

Messrs. Forbes and Co. to Acting Consul- General Campbell. 

Sir, Tien-tsin^ November 16, 1900, 

FOR your information, we beg to hand you herein a press copy of our letter of to- 
day's date, addressed to his Excellency Lieutenant-Greneral Lin^vitch. 

We are, &c. 
(Signed) WILLIAM FORBES and Co, 

{Per pro W. E. Southcott, Agents, Eastern Wharf 
and Godown Company.) 



Inclosure 5 in No. 122. 
Messrs. Forbes and Co. to Ldeutenant-General Lin^vitch. 

Your Excellency, Tien^tsin, November 16, 1900. 

WE have received a communication, dated the 31st October (13th November), 
from Prince Wolkonsky, who has, we understand, smce left Tien-tsin, conveying your 
Excellency's decision as to our request for the removal of Russian flags from our 
property on the left bank of the Peiho River, opposite the British Concession. 

The communication states that the property in question has been occupied by the 
Russian military authorities by right of war, as indicated by the raising of the Russian 
flag, and that this action does not interfere with our own particular rights. 

It further states that the flags will be removed if our title to the land is recognized 
by the Russian and English Consuls as having existed before the occupation of the 
land by the Russian military authorities, and if we will send to the Russian Chief of 
Stafl" an undertaking that, after the removal of the Russian flags, the British flag shall 
not be raised on the land until the question of flag has been decided by common 
consent. 

In reply, we have to state that we are unable to accept the conditions suggested 
by your Excellency, 

As we informed Prince Wolkonsky, the land in question was purchased by us 
before the Russian troops came to Tien-tsin, If our word to this efiect is doubted, we 
refer your Excellency to the British Consul-General here for verification of our 
statementr 

Under these circumstances, we cannot admit Russian righ^ts of any kind over the 
property, and we would again respectfully request your Excellency to give the necessary 
instructions for the removal of the flags. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) WILLIAM FORBES and Co. 

(Pfr pro W. E. Southcott, Agents, Eastern Wharf 
and Godown Company.) 



Inclosure 6 in No. 122. 

Acting Consul- General Campbell to Sir E. Satow, 

Sir, Tien-tsin, November 17, 1900. 

AS the Russian fl^gs and notice-boards were still standing on the properties of 
Messrs. Cousins and Dickinson and Messrs. Butterfield and Swire, I sent this afternpon 
to Lieutenant-General Lin^vitch, Commander-in-chief of the Russian expeditionary 
force in Chihli, a protest, copy of which I have the honour to inclose. 
I informed you to-day by telegraph that I bad taken this step. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) , C. W. CAMPBELL. 
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Inclosure 7 in No. 122. 
Acting ConsuU General Campbell to Ldeutenant-General Linevitch. 

Sir, Tien^tsin, November 17, 1900. 

MY colleague M. Popp^, the Acting Consul for Kussia, notified me oflScially.on 
the 9th November that all questions relating to the land on the left bank of the Peiho, 
which you have declared to oe the property of the Russian troops by right of conquest, 
should be referred to you. I have the honour accordingly to bring to your notice the 
following facts : — 

On the 3rd October I informed M. Popp^ that a Russian flag and notice-boards 
with the inscription "Occupied by order of the Russian Commanding OflBcer" were 
placed by the Russian military authorities on land owned by the British subjects, 
E. Cousins and J. M. Dickinson. M. Popp6, in reply, suggested that the owners 
should call on Prince Wolkonsky at the Russian Bureau of Communications. I 
instructed the owners' agent to do so, and the result of his interview with Prince 
Wolkonsky was that the flags were removed on or about the 15th October. On the 
25th October I addressed a note to M. Popp^, informing him that Russian flags were 
placed on land owned by Messrs. Butterfield and Swire, a well-known British firm, in 
response to which M. Popp6 referred me to the .Russian military authorities. My sole 
desire in these matters being to protect the legitimate rights of British subjects in as 
amicable a manner as possible, I instructed Mr. Fisher, the agent of Messns. Butterfield 
and Swire, to address the Russian authorities directly, being convinced that objections 
tiO the presence of the flags had only to be stated to secure their removal. On the 
5th November I was told that Russian flags and notice-boards were planted again on 
the ground owned by Messrs. E. Cousins and J. M. Dickinson, and I instructed the 
owners' agent to call once more on the Russian military authorities and ask for their 
removal. On the 14th November I was informed by Mr. Southcott, the agent of 
Messrs. E. Cousins and J. M. Dickinson, and by Mr. Fisher, the agent of Messrs. 
Butterfield and Swire, that after more than one interview Prince Wolkonsky, acting 
under yoiur directions, declined to order the removal of the flags from either property 
until certain conditions laid down by you were fulfilled. These conditions oeing 
unacceptable to the owners of the properties, Messra Southcott and Fisher wrote 
letters to you yesterday saying so, and again requesting that the Russian flags and 
notice-boards should be i*emoved. I am to-3ay informed that the flags and boanb have 
not been removed. 

As I cannot doubt that you are cognizant of all the facts and circumstances, it is 
my duty to protest formally against your action in these matters. The planting of 
Russian flags and notice-boards on the private property of British subjects without their 
authorization and in defiance of their repeated objections is a trespass on their 
rights, and, as such, cannot be defended by any principle of law with which I am 
acquainted. 

T nave &c 
(Signed) ' d W. CAMPBELL. 



No. 123. 

Acting Constd- General Campbell to the Marquess of Lansdowne. —{JReceived 

January 21, 1901.) 

My Lord, T^en-tsin, December 1, 1900: 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for your Lordship's information, copies of a despatch- 
and inclosure which I have sent to Sir Ernest Satow on the 27th November. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. W. CAMPBELL. 
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Indosure 1 in No. 123. 

^ 4^tin^ ^3ifn8ul^ General Campbell to Sir E. ^atoiip. 

Sir, Tien-tsin, November 21, 1900. 

^- ^l HAVE the benoor to ioolose a eamnHimMtioa fram ri>»>CUia i >i ii aB* of 4b»^Tifeii.'tsm- 
British Municipal Council od tbe^ubject oi the &asaiap:appnr>pEifttio« jof land cmtbeieft 
bank pf the Peiho. 

^The. Council, in protection of their intereats, protest against the; Russian actiotr, and 
urge that if the portion of the river bank opposite this Concession is to pass under foreign 
control, the British Municipality have the strongest claims to it*. . . 

The. objections of the British Municipal Council to Ibe Bussian aeizare.seeai to dm 
ta.be f fairly- stattd^ and .reasonable^ and 1 ^ have,;lbere£bre,^tke.homiur..tpf coaanvuid tbaon 
to your most favourable consideration. v ,;/^ v r ; ,. . i vc 

, I am. sending ^a^ copy of thia^espatch and.tha.iaclosnres^oc.thfi^Mapqueaavirf 
I^iosdowoe, in^ accordance with ^KMirgeneraLinstcucUona^^ >>.^4 .: 

^ * ^ .. .Lhave, &c. 

- < (Signed) ^,C^;W. CAMPBELL. 

■ V ^ . . r*i t iU I m il 11 II < i m II II n il I > I II ni l ,1 III, ■ I lit * V . .,' ' - .^..^ 

Inclosure 2 in No. 128. 

Mr. Cowfi$i8 toAaHng Consul* Oeneral Campbell. . u. 

Siir* Tiefh4^n, November 26, 1900* 

*<^ THE recent action of^the Russian military atttbootiiUkJiii laBumipg* ppsfteasipnof ^ 
kndi^situated op .the east, bmik of ^ tbe.triv)er>, ii»fBediatQiky;J6rafUingiwthJs ;^Sctd^meot^^SiaM 
^ftangbt with such weighty oonsequeoce8:4a..tiaie interests of. tbft Jand?QeAtlBrs» that» on 
iiebalf of. the Municipal Council^ it becomes mybonnden duty tAJodge^a^prpnipt an^ 
^%ocwJa protest against such action, and to crave. your vei^y aeriQus attention ta.tb^ 
matteri with a view^ if possible, to inducing the high Russian authoKties concerned to 
select a locality elsewhere^ not prejudicial to the vested; interertSfqftbisiSettienieot : .m 

1 need scarcely point out to yon that this section of: the rivt^r ia already mudi 4iQ0 
narrow for the traffic incidental to the use of. our bund . andNwhsrveei a tratfic steadily 
increasing year by year, and if, as may fairly be assumed, it is intended to utilize the oppo- 
aite shore for the handling of river-^borne cargo, the result/ oannotv. but be^ u^terially and 
generally disastrous. 

To inaure that the fairway be kept open, it is of the utmost importance that w^ 

^abcald be in a positi(Mi to exercise control ovec the use .^f tbei^iver fiyontag/e on both sides» 

(and for many yeai*s it has been recognised by successive. Gouacils as a fundamental 

principle that the interests of the Settlement in this connection must be safeguarded at all 

^costs. 

.^ I would ask the favour of your attention to the following very relevant facts : — 

L This Municipality has in good faith pledged its property as security for the bond- 
holders whose money has been borrowed (with the unanimous approval and sanction 
^f the Peking Ministerial Body), in order to carry out a scheme for certain river improve-* 
^ment works. 

If financial disaster is to be avoided, it is perforce incumbent upon the land-renters to 
4tdopt every legitimate means in their power to protect their principal revenue. 

For purposes of trade the British Concession is practically Tien-tsin, and stands 
alone in respect of its being almost entirely dependent upon what it derives from shipping 
thr6ugh the use of bund and wharves, and it therefore follows that the present condition 
of aftairs entails fat more serious consequences, and is a matter of mote. vital nnomint to 
this Concession than to our French or German neighbours. 

I would emphasize the tact that though the river improvement works were for the 
benefit of alU the British AJunicipality was the only body found willing to pledge its 
property for the purpose of raising funds for the work which could not otherwise have 
been undertaken. 

The fact that the British Municipality took so great a burden Ujpon itself to 
facilitate works by which all nationalities benefited is an indication of the vital nature of 
its interest in the preservation of the waterway. 
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I. 2. Th^f^ximity of .this.ConoessioQ bps.alone.gMTQp .viJuie t^a tbci l^od immedfaildy 
opposite. ,,, ^ * 

3. A considerable portion of the frontage of the proposed Concession is alrefb^y t^e 
recogiuzed property of British subjects, who for some time before the outbreak, qf the 
recent disturbaaces were jn negotiations with the Imperial Chinese Railways for the 
Gonstraction of a siding to connect their properties with the main railway line. 

4« The importance for making provision for brln^^ng the railway Upe oyer a. l^ri^e 
ta this side of the river at such a point as may best servie the interests of this and the 
German Settlement is generally recognized, and should noc be lost sight of. 

To carry out such a project, however^ and to insure its successful workings it is 
QOt desirable that the line should traverse ground over which the Russians can exercise 
territorial rights. , Moreover, in the event of the river from any cause becoming 
unnavigable, the whole trade of. the port would be entirely dependent on the railway .and 
its accessibility. 

5. As a natural result of the present military occupation of Tien-tsin, the wear and 
ti9Pir of roads, bund> and wharves, &c., is very great, and may roughly be estimated as 
representing a future outlay pf 100,000 taels, which fapt. taken in conjunction with the 
practical suspension of municipal revenue justifies the anxiety of the Council to which this 
letter may be taken as giving some expression. 

Taking these serious circumstances into consideration, the Council are unanimous in 
the opiaiou that if the time has come for the territory in question to pass under foreign 
control, this Municipality has, without doubt, the strongest claim to its acquisition, and Jl 
am accordingly authorized to make herein a formal application for the land on the opposite 
bank of the river immediately fronting the British Concession^ and extending as far back 
in an easterly direction ^s the present railway line, this without prejudice to private rights, 
native and foreign. 

In lodging this application, the Council wish to make it clear that they are alone 
actuated by a desire to safeguard the interests of the Concession, and so far as lies in their 
power to promote its prosperity. 

. .. There is, of course, not the slightest intention on the part of the Council to question 
the right of the Russian authorities to acquire a Settlement here ; but if it is correct to* 
assume that the ration d^^tre of a Settlement is its trade requirements, it is somewhat 
difficult to sea why the Russian authorities should need an area so vastly out of proppr- 
iiaa to their commercial interests here as compared with ours, and, further, why it is 
jDot possible for them to follow the lead of our Oerman and Japanese neighbours, who, 
l^ecognizing our claims to consideration, have established themselves on this side of the 
river, where they do not interfere with interests representing the result of many years of 
^Wterprise and careful administration. 

The fact that the community residing within our borders is so cosmopolitaQ in 
character may, we think, be accepted as some guarantee that the present application is- 
based on broad public grounds and not inspired by anything approaching national 
•prejudice, and we can further, point to the harmonious relations which have continued 
undisturbed for so many years with our French neighbours, whose siouthern boundaries^ 
march with ours. 

Trusting that oi|r views upon this important matter may be found in line with your 
i>wn, and relying upon your good offices to make such representations in the proper 
ouarter as may seem to you best calculated to serve us, 1 have, &c. 
^ (Signed) KV. C0U6ISS, Chairman, 

British Municipal Council. 



No. 124 
Sir C. Scott to the Marquess of Lansdovme. — (Received January 28.) 

(Extract.) St. Petersburgh, January 16, 1901. 

COUNT LAMSDORFF returned to St. Petersburgb on the 12th instant, but 
owing to the Russian New Year celebrations was unable to receive the foreign Ambas- 
sadors until to-day. 

After congratulating his Excellency on his elevation to the permanent post of 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, and also on the excellent account which he had brought 
from Livadia of the health of their Imperial Majesties the Emperor and Empress, 
[202j L 2 
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I. alluded to the difficulty which I had experienced during his absence in dealing with 
certain questions which it seemed very desirable should l^ cleared up and satis&ctorilj 
settled. 

I resetted to find, I said, that there was still a marked difference between the 
views which our two Governments took of the action of the Russian military authori- 
ties in North China, who had taken possession of railway lines and railway material in 
which important British financial interests were involved. 

In order to explain more clearly to him the view taken by Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment of this action, I had been instructed, I said, to take the first suitable opportunity 
after my return to St. Petersburgh to read to him a despatch addressed to Mr. Hardinge 
On the 2Srd November, in which your Lordship had enumerated in consecutive order 
the particular proceedings against which Her Majesty's Government had been com- 
pelled to address remonstrances to his Excellency and to request explanations, and 
certain passages in his replies to Mr. Hardinge's notes on which your Lordship had 
dbservations to make. 

In consideration of the Emperor's illness and the anxiety and embarrassment 
which it must have entailed on him, I had, I said^ been permitted to defer acting 
on these instructions until after his Excellency's return to St. Petersburgh, but if 
he would allow me 1 would do so now, and, as instructed, leave with him a copy of 
this despatch. 

Count Lamsdorff consented, but said that before doing so he was bound to tell me 
that he had hoped that the explanations which had already been furnished to Her 
Majesty's Embassy would have satisfied Her Majesty's Government with regard to most 
of the proceedings complained of. 

As his Excellency referred in his remarks to the explanations offered for the 
action of the Kussian military authorities in an official communique published 
some short time ago in the Russian "Messager Officiel," I said that I would prefer 
to await your Lordship's instructions before discussing the statements or this 
publication. 

I would confine myself at present to saying that it was with no little surprise 
that I had received the day before his Excellency's return to St. Petersburgh an 
official note from the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, signed in his absence by Prince 
Obolensky, inclosing me a French translation fix)m the *• Journal de Saint-P^tersbourg " 
of this communique by the Minister of War, and referring me to it for the only answer 
which the Ministry for Foreign Affairs was able to give to Mr. Hardinge's note to Count 
Lamsdorff of the 2nd November, 1900, as it contained the explanations asked for on ail 
the points referred to in that note. 

I said that I had, on the appearance of this communique in the "Messager 
Officiel," sent your Lordship a translation of it, remarking at the same time that it 
seemed to me to have only the importance of a polemical discussion between the 
" Messager Officiel " and certain organs of the English press, notably the " Times," 
with regard to certain statements in the English papers which did not concern Her 
Majesty's Government. 

Now that a different character had been officially given to this communique, your 
Lordship would no doubt instruct me as to the notice to be taken of it. 

I may here add, that it was only on my return to the Embassy, after my inter- 
view with Count Lamsdorff, that your Lordship's despatch of the 30th December was 
delivered to me by the messenger of the German Embassy, who had undertaken to 
convey it from Berlin. 

I hope to have an opportunity on Saturday next of making use of its arguments 
in a further interview with Count Lamsdorff. 

With his Excellency's permission, I finally read to him your Lordship's despatch 
of the 23rd November, and left a copy of it in his hands. When doing so, I 
drew attention to the date, and remarked that since it was written your Lordship had 
received copies of his Excellency's later note of the lUth (23rd) November, which had 
removed some of the grounds of complaint, but that I thought that the copy which I 
had given him would be found useful as summarizing the correspondence up to the 
date of the despatch. 

He laid emphasis on the passage in his own note, which expressed surprise at the 
temporary measures taken by the Russian authorities being regarded as in any way 
inconsistent with the assurances given that Russia would not make any territorial 
acquisitions in China. 

I reminded him that the complaint stated that the Russian Generals had distinctly 
claimed to have taken possession of the line by right of conquest. 
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When I had finished reading tiae despatch, his Excellency said that he would 
carefully read over the copy which I had given him, and have all the complaints 
re-examined, and he promised me his loyal assistance in endeavouring to get any 
misunderstanding cleared up with a view to a satisfactory settlement of a difficult and 
painful controversy. 



No- 126. 
Sir C Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received January 28.) 

(Extract.) St. Petersburgh, January 19, 1901. 

IN continuation of my despatch of the IGth instant, I have the honour 
to report that I had a further interview, by appointment, with Count Lamsdorff 
to-day. 

1 took this opportunity of referring a^in to the communique of the Russian War 
0£Sce, which Prince Obolensky had inclosed in his oflScial note of the 10th instant, 
and to which he had referred me as containing the only explanations which the 
Russian Foreign Office could give me of the proceedings of the Russian military 
authorities in China with regard to the railway lines and material complained of in 
Mr. Hardinge's note to Count Lamsdorff of the 2nd November last. 

I said that your Lordship had, until the receipt of Prince Obolensky's note, very 
naturally regarded this communique as solely directed against certain statements and 
arguments m the English press with which Her Majesty's Government were not 
concerned, but that its evidently official character had led your Lordship to address 
a despatch to me furnishing me with the necessary arguments for refuting, in case his 
Excellency referred to them, several statements in this communique which Her Majesty's 
Government held to be inexact and entirely misleading. 

Now that his Excellency had, in an official note to Her Majesty's Embassy, 
distinctly assumed responsibility for the statements in the War Office communique, I had 
been instructed by your Lordship to lose no time in making use of these arguments in 
conversation with him. 

I said that, convinced as I was that he fully shared my sincere desire to co-operate 
effectually in endeavouring to remove, by a frank and friendly exchange of views, all 
cause for serious disagreement between our two Governments on this and other 
questions, I thought it very desirable to let him imderstand quite clearly the point 
of view from which Her Majesty's Government regarded the action of the Russian 
military authorities which had given occasion to our remonstrances. 

If his Excellency would state with equal frankness the point of view of the 
Russian Government, we might, I conceived, arrive more easily at a true appreciation 
cf any existing difference between us than could be expected from a continued 
exchange of official notes, and I felt assured that we were both equally anxious 
i4 clear up any misunderstanding that might cause pain to our respective 
Sovereigns. 

Count Lamsdorff cordially reciprocated these sentiments, and said that I might 
rely implicitly on his readiness to take into careful consideration any argument or view 
which I might have to present to him. He felt as strongly as I did that the only way 
to avoid misunderstanding on this or any other question was to be able to discuss it 
with a clear view of the arguments urged on both sides. 

With regard to Prince Obolensky s official communication to me of the communique 
to which I had referred, he seemed anxious that I should not regard it as an 
assumption by him of personal responsibility for the accuracy of all the statements 
contained in it. 

In a question of this kind, which dealt exclusively with military action, the only 
course open to him was to communicate at once with the War Minister, and seek the 
explanations which the War Office alone was in a position to give. 

General Kuropatkine had, in reply, given him the explanations contained in this 
communique, and had positively assured him that they might be relied on as exact in 
every particular. 

He had thought that the best way of replying to Her Majesty's Government's 
remonstrances was to supply me with the information officially vouched for by the 
Minister of War. 
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*'i''^'flrf*Wc)Mrf| hfoW^ver, be very gWtd tof hear thtf ar^iMnte^ofi't*4ifelilHer<Maij*sty's 
Goveraihent disputed their aoouracy, as they would enaWe him* to discuss 4Jiet. matter 
dgnin* thcxroiighly ^^ith General Kuropatkine) and he could uubesitatingly promise tn^ 
Aat ihciy \v'<)uld<rec€riv^ every consideration ' and be eiMmmed^ithi a smoere dMftt^ <kcI 
remove all possible cause of complaint or understanding. ^ ; '• .t 

I then referred seriatim to the four conclusions in which the War Minister had 
s u mme d - u p- the- statement in his co mmunique , and repeated 4yo him textually ytmr 
Lordship's comments on each of them, and concluded by adding that, while recognizing 
the difficulties surrounding the question, and his Excellency s desire to arrive at a 
friendly settlement, Her Majesty's Government could not but re^t the publication of 
a communication which contained statements which, in their opinion, were inaccurate 
and misleading.' *' 

His Excellency listened attentively to the arguments which I pressed in support 
of this view, and at his request I gave him in writing the substance of your Lordship's 
acispatch in order tliat he might examine these arguments at leisure arid in discussion 
with General Kuropatkine, on the express understanding that my doing so was not to 
be re^rded as an official communication of your Lordship's despatch, but as handing 
him a note for reference of my verbal remarks. 

Count Lamsdorff seemed quite prepared to admit that it would have beetf 

E referable to obtaiA, if possible, the previous assent of all the allied Commanders 
efore any one national detachment undertook the occupation and charge of any 
further section of the line ; and if the Russian' Commander had claimed to do so-^by 
right of conquest, he must have been labouring under a very grave delusion, as the 
Eussian Governm6ht had distinctly declared that they were not at war with China, 
and hrad no -intention ' of making any territorial acquisition? : the military measures 
taken were ejssentially temporary ones, and were not intended to affect any private 
rights. »' 

He assitred me that the impression in England that there was any' intention to 
take advantage of this temporary occupation to injure in any way the security of 
British financial interests in the line was entirely erroneous. 

I had reminded him that one of the guarantees mentioned in the prospectus for 
the Railway Loan, to which the subscribers attached importance, was that the adminisr 
tration and working of the intramural section of the line should be carried on under a 
British engineer and accountant, assisted by a competent European staff, and that any 
delay in restoring' it to its former management, exceeding what was absolutely neces- 
sary for military purposes, of which the Commander-in-chief in Pechili must be the 
best judge, implied very serious loss to the bondholders and detriment to theii? 
security, even leaving out of consideration the material* loss occasioned by the 
seizure and rembvaY of working material necessary for the permanent equipment 6f 
the line. 

" ' Couiit Lamsiiorff seemed to be under the impression that the Russian military 
iuthoritieff had only taken this material for the reconstruction of the line and for the 
repairs necessitated by its wholesale destruction by the Chinese insurgents. 

As regards its transfer, he did not like to confuse the issue by relying too confi- 
dently on his memory, but he was certainly under the impression that when he had 
spoken to G^ner^l Kuropatkine at Livadia about the possibility of handing over at 
once one section of the line in Pechili to the former management, that Minister had 
told him that Count Waldersee objected to the Rupsian military authorities handing 
over any part of the line without his permission, or until they had completed the task 
which lie had assigned to them. 

His Excellency seemed also inclined to think that there may have been mistakes 
and misunderstandings on both sides, and that it was quite possible that Military 
Commanders engaged in active operations lost sight at times of non-military interests 
as of secondary importance. 

He repeated that the whole question would be thoroughly and impartially 
re-examined with a due regard to all interests involved, but he was happy to believe 
that the grounds of our complaint were to a great extent removed, jblq he understood 
that the railway line was being handed over, if not already handed over, to Count 
Waldersee. 

I said that I had not yet heard that this had been done. I understood that the 
Russian Generals were dictating conditions for the surrender of their temporary 
occupation which seemed quite unacceptable, and I repeated to him what your 
Lordship had said as to the impossibility of Her Majesty^s Government regarding 
themselves as boimd by any engagements which the Russian Generals may 
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have made with Count Waldersee effecting British interests without their con- 
currence. 

I may here add that I had not at that time received any intimation of Her 
Majestys Government' having finally withdrawn their opposition to the terms of 
surrender under negotiation with Count Waldersee. 

'• ■■ ' ■' No. 126. ■ ■• ■ ■ , ■""■' ■• 

LieutenanUGenerat Sir A. Gaselee to Lord G. Hamilton. — {Communicated T)y India Office, 

January 30.) 

(Telegraphic*) Pe^m^, January 29/1901. 

'ON* the 2&th iastant the tn^osfer of railway hy Uie. BAissiaaas-to- the German 
was completed. Tongshan reported to be in good order. Fifty/ waf^n loads xd 
maehinery and material ji^diuimed hy the B/USsians to Slmnhaikwan, f ji^m ^lanahuvia 
tOrday« ^ General ^Schwarsiboff a^d' JBarrow held ^reUminary meeting'vegarding trantffor 
of line^ of railway to the British ; nearly all points settled, but date not yet fixed for 
the proposed transfer. In addition to management we shall take o^er local protection 
of line. 

(Addressed Secretary of Stftte fqr India. Repeated Military Secretary.) 



No. 127. 

Acting Consul-General Campbell to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received 

February G, 1901.) 

My Lord, ' ' ' ' * * Ttkn-tsin, Decenibe^ ^, 1900. 

' * WITH ref6ren<fe to tdj despatch of the 28th N/)vemhtet on th6 subject oif 
trespasses on British-owned property by the Russian military atithbrities, 1 have the 
honour to inclose, for your Lordship's information, copies of a desj^atch and inctoslires 
which I sent to Sir E. Satow on the 6th instant. * ' 

r have, &c. 
(Signed) C. W. CAMPBELL. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 127. 
, Acting Ccnsul- Genera I Campbell to Sir E. Satow. 

8ir,^ Titn-tsin, December Oi 1900, 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copies of a letter received from General Li|i^vi|K^h 
on the 241 h November, and of the reply which 1 have just returned to it. I delayed my 
answer until now in order to give Messrs. Butterfield and Swire's agent, who has been 
ill, time to file copies of the documents bearing on their claim in this Consulate- 
General. 

As you will observe, I avoided in both my notes to General Lin^vitch matters of 
argument and law as far as possible. 

It is unnecessary to discuss in detail the GeneraPs dicta on riverine accretions and 
rights of way. If they were accurate, no person could be certain of a water frontage at 
Tien-tsin, and a water frontage is what merchants have in view when they purchase river- 
side land at high prices. Accretions are dealt with in accordance with well-recognized 
rules in China, and the rights of way along the river bank, whatever they are, have not 
been interfered with by either Forbes and Co. or Butterfield and Swire. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) C. W. CAMPBELL. 

r.S. — A copy of this despatch and inclosures will be sent to the Foreign 
Office. 

0. W. C. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 127. 
Lieutenant' General Linevitch to Acting Consul- General Campbell. 

M. le Cbnsul, Tien-tsin, le 9 (22) Novembre, 1900. 

J*AI pris connaissance de votre communication en date du 17 Novembre courant, 
alnsi (jue des lettres de M, Fisher et de M. Soutbcott, au sujet des terrains occupes sur 'a 
rive gauche du Peiho. 

•Je suis aussi desireux que vous de r^Ier cette question d'une mani^re amicale et 
Equitable pour tous les int^resses^ et j'esp^re que vous voudrez bien me seconder dans 
cette tAche. 

K^pondant h votre demande au sujet de la presence des drapeaux Busses et des 
planchettes qui auraient ^t^ enlev^s vers le 15 Octobre, et ensuite replaces, je puis vous 
assurer que cela n^a pas 6t6 fait par les autorit^s miiitaires Russes ni par leur ordre. Les 
drapeaux sont actuellement plac6s sur le rivage exclusivement pour indiquer Toccupation 
militaire Russe, ainsi quMI a ^t^ expliqu6 dans la lettre du Prince Wolkonsky, en date du 
31 Octobre (13 Novembre), adress^e k M. Fisher et k M. Southcott. Le rivage ^tant 
destin^ au trdfic g^n^ral comme voie de communication et d'acc^, ainsi que cela est ^tabli 
non seulement sur Pautre rive du Peiho, mais aussi sur toutes les riviferes navigables, je ne 
saurais admettre la pretention des dits sujets Britanniques k la possession exclusive du 
rivage. Cette pretention me paratt d'autant plus excessive que loi-s de I'acquisition du 
terrain par M. Forbes et Cie. la livi^re mouillait presque la muraille de leur *^ compound " et 
que ce n^est que dans le courant des derni^res ann^s qu'il s*est form^, gr&ce k Tensable- 
menl, une nouvelle bande de terre, qui, vous en conviendrez, n'avait pu 6lre pr^vue ni 
stipul^e dans Tacte d'acbat primitif. 

II ressort done de ce qui precede que la pr^ence des drapeaux Russes sur le rivage ne 
pent aucunement intervenir dans les droits de M. Forbes et Cie. et de MM. Butt^rfield et 
Swire. Je suis au contraire tout pr6t k reconnaltre et k respecter, ainsi que je Tai tait 
savoir dans ma declaration h Messieur& les Consuls, les droits de propriety l^gaux de tous 
les sujets Strangers. 

Etant persuade que le Consulat-Gen^ral de Sa Majeste Britannique n'aurait pas 
soutenu des pretentions mal fond^es^ je ne mets en doute Tautbenticite destitresdes sujets 
Anglais susnommes, mais il me scmble que la pretention de M. Fisher devrait Hve soumise 
k un examen juridique. 

£n tout cas je cousid^re qu'il est dans Tinter^t des proprietaires de designer claire- 
ment les limites de leurs possessions en presentant k qui de droit les pi^s necessaires afin 
de permettre aux autorites Russes de lever un plan general des terrains, de tracer des 
routes, &c., sans leser par inadvertance les droits des dits sujets Britanniques. 

Afin de prevenir des malentendus qui ne pourraient que retarder le reglemant amical 
de cette question je vous prie^ M. le Consul^ de prendre en consideration ma declaration au 
sujet d'achats de terrains sur la rive gauche, ces transactions devant dtre presentees k 
Tappreciation du Consulat Imperial de Russie. 

Yeoillez, &c. 
(Signe) ' N. LINfiVlTCH. 

(Translation.) 

Sir, rien-tsin, November (9) 22, 1900. ' 

I HAVE taken note of your communication of the 17th instant, as well as of 
the letters from Mr. Pisher and Mr. Southcott, on the subject of the land occupied on 
the left bank of the Peiho. 

I am as anxious as yourself to settle this question amicably and equitably for all 
concerned, and I hope you will support me in this matter. 

In reply to your demand on the subject of the presence of the Russian flags and 
notice boards, which are reported to have been removed about the 15th October and 
subsequently replaced, I can assure you that this was neither done by the Russian 
military authorities themselves nor by their orders. The flags, in point of fact, are 
planted on the river bank solely as an indication of the Russian military occupa- 
tion, as Prince Wolkonsky explained in his letter of the Slst October (18th November) 
to Mr. Fisher and Mr. Southcott. Ajs the river bank is given over to general traflSc as 
a means of communication and access, in the same manner as the other bank 
of the Peiho, and all navigable rivers, I cannot admit the claim of the aforesaid 
British subjects to exclusive possession of the river bank. This claim seems to me all 
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the more excessive, as at the time of the acquisition of the land hy Messrs. Porbes 
and Co. the river very nearly washed the wall of their '* compound," and as it is only 
during the last few years that there has formed, thanks to the banking-up of the sand, 
a new strip of land, which you will agree could not have been foreseen nor stipulated 
for in the original sale contract. 

From this it is clear, therefore, that the presence of the Russian flags on the bank 
can in no way interfere with the rights of Messrs. Porbes and Co. and of Messrs. But- 
terfield and Swire. I am, on the contrary, quite ready to acknowledge and to respect, 
as I have made known in my declaration to the Consuls, the legal proprietary rights 
of all foreign subjects. 

Persuaded as I am that Her Britannic Majesty's Consulate- General would not 
have upheld any unfounded claims, I do not call in question the authentic character 
of the titles of the above-named British subjects, but it appears to me that the claim 
of Mr. Pisher should be submitted to a legal inquiry. 

In any case I consider that it is in the interest of the proprietors to mark 
out clearly the limits of their possessions, producing in the right quarter the documents 
necessary to enable the Russian authorities to draw up a general plan of the land, 
to mark the roads, &c., without inadvertently infringing the rights of British 
subjects. 

In order to avoid any misunderstanding, which would only delay the amicable 
solution of this question, I hope, Sir, that you will take note of ray declaration on the 
subject of land purchases on the left bank, as these transactions must be submitted for 
the approval of the Imperial Russian Consulate. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) N. LlNfiVITCH. 



Inclosore 8 in ISo. 127. 
Acting Consul* General Campbell to Lieutenant- General Linevitch. 

Sir, THen-tsiny December 6, 1900. 

IN reply to your letter dated the 22nd November, I have the honour to observe that 
my note of the l7th November was a protest against certain action derogatory to the 
rights of British subjects, which you commenced to take some two months ago, and 
which you continue to take in spite of the objections of the British subjects. 

In your letter under acknowledgment you appear to assume that I have acquiesced 
in the terms of a Circular which M. Popp^ addressed to the (/onsular Body on the 
6th November. To prevent any misapprehension, J have the honour to state that on the 
8th November, in a letter to M. Popp^ I expressly reserved all British rights whatsoever 
over the land referred to in his Circular. I further informed M. Popp^ that I should 
decline to allow the titles of British subjects, which were satisfactory to me, to be called 
in question by the Rus^an authorities, under any circumstances. 

You are so good as to mention that you are persuaded that this Consulate-General 
will not support ill-founded claims, but it is evident that you consider the claims 
supported by me to be ill-founded, else, I presume you would not continue to keep 
the flags and notice boards, which you say indicate Russian military occupation, on 
the property of Forbes and Co., and Butterfield and Swire. And in effect you do refuse 
to recognize Messrs. Forbes and Co.'s right to a foreshore which, I have informed 
M. Popp4 16 theirs ; and you also throw doubt on Messrs. Butterfield and Swire's claim, 
which I have carefully inquired into and find to be just, 

I take this opportunity of remarking that it is no part of the duty of British subjects 
to exhibit to Russian authorities their titles to Chinese land legitimately acquired from 
subjects of China. And you are doubtless aware that a mere declaration from you, such 
as M. Popp6 sent me on the 8lh November, is not suflScient, vis-d^vis British subjects and 
in view of my reservation of British rights, to entitle you to treat the territory referred to 
in the Declaration as Russian soiK 

' With reference to your statement that the flags and notice boards, removed on or 
about the 1 6th October, were not taken away by the Russian military authorities or by 
their order. I am assured by Mr. Southcott that Prince Wolkonsky promised the removal 
of those flags and notice boards on the 12th October, that they were removed on the 
15th October, and that they were not replaced until the 3rd November. I mention these 
[202] M 
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facts to show that the original statement in my letter to you of the 17th Novembe** was 
not made at random. 

In conclusion I should inform you that as your action with regard to the left bank of 
the Peiho affects materially Bricish rights, public and private, in this port, all matters 
connected with it have been referred to Her Britannic Majesty's Government. 

I avail &c 
(Signed) ' C. W. CAMPBELL. 



No. 128. 

Acting Consul- General Campbell to the Marquess of Lansdovme, — {Received February 4, 

1901.) 

My Lord, Tien^tsin, December 19, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for your Lordship's information, copies of a 
despatch and inclosure which I sent to Sir E. Satow to-day. 

I should explain that the Russian Consul's letter of the 9th November, referred 
to in Inclosure 2, was a formal notice that all matters relating to the "prise de 
possession de terrain sur la rive gauche du Pei Ho par les autorit^s militaires Russes " 
should be referred to the Commander-in-chief of the Russian expeditionary force in 
ChihU. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' C. W. CAMPBELL. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 128. 

Acting CousuUGeneral Campbell to Sir E. Satow. 

Sir, Tien-tsin, December 19, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a note which I addressed to my 
Russian colleague in accordance with the instructions contained in your despatch of 
the 17th November. 

A copy of this despat<5h and inclosures has been sent to Lord Lansdowne. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. W. CAMPBELL. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 128. 

Acting Consul-General Campbell to M. Popp^. 

Sir and dear Colleague, Tien-tsin, December 17, 1900. 

I AM instructed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th November 
and to inform you that Her Britannic Majesty's Government can only consider the 
action of the Russian military authorities in regard to the left bank of the Pei Ho as 
of a temporary character, and that it will of course cease when peace in restored. 

I avail, &c. 
(Signed) C. W. CAMPBELL. 



No 129. 

Lieutenant'' General Sir A. Gaselee to India Office. — {Communicated by India Office^ 

February 7.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking, February 7, 1901. 

AETER visiting Bridge works, Shanhaikwan, Mr Howard, Railway Administration, 
reports as follows : — 

" The machinery which was removed by the Russians, and since returned, is in 
such disjointed condition, that it is impossible to judge of completeness. Tools, stores, 
materials returned are not one-hundred part of that removed from bridgework by 
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Russians ; greater part of quantity returned actually belonged to Tongshan. Whole 
office furniture, including standard drawing-room, which were all in statu quo twenty 
days before, removed by Russians. Bridgework presents pitiful spectacle, and is in a 
state of chaos/' 

(Addressed Secretary of State for India. Repeated Military Secretary.) 



No. 130. 
Sir C Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received February 15.) 

(Telegraphic.) St. Petei^shurgh, February 15, 1901. 

REFERRING to my despatch of the 10th January : 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs has to-day sent me a Memorandum informing 
me that the War Department state, in reply to the request for explanations from the 
military authorities of the borrowing of materials from the stores and workshops on 
the Shanhaikwan Railway, that in the absence of any stores or workshops to the north 
of Shanhaikwan it would have been impossible to work the northern section after the 
southern section had been surrendered to the Eield-Marshal Commanding-in-chief. 

Everything previously taken by the Russian military authorities has been returned 
to the parties to whom it belonged, now that the working of the northern section 
has been secured by the reservation of the right to the Russian military authorities' 
to use the Shanhaikwan workshops. 



No. 131. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C Scott. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office^ February 16, 1901. 

WITH reference to your telegram of the 15th instant, a report will be 
furnished by General Officer Commanding the British contingent in China on the 
statements made to you on the authority of the Russian military authorities, 
respecting the removal of machinery and stores from the Slianhaikwan Railway. 



No. 132. 

Sir E. Satow to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — (Received February 18, 1901.) 

My Lord, ' Peking^ December 26, 1900 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith to your Lordship copy of a letter addressed 
by the representative of the consulting engineers of the Imperial Chinese Eailways, 
Messrs. Barry and Co., respecting the railway property at Tien-tsin and Tongshan. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ERNEST SATOW. 



Inclosure in No. 132. 

Mr. E. P. Dease to the Director- General of Railways. 

Imperial Railways of North China, 
Sir, Consulting Engineer's Office, Tien-tsin, December 20, 1 900. 

I HAVE carefully examined the ground the Russian authorities have marked out 
with flags between Tien-tsin Railway Station and the Pei Ho. 

Between the station yard and the river is the goods yard. At the south-west 
comer of this yard is a circular tank tower. From this tower, for about 700 feet along 
the river bank, the land is marked with a couple of stone pegs, bearing the inscription 
[202] M 2 
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R R R 

- and — respectively. — is about 100 feet from the tank tower, and the distance 

between the pegs about 600 feet, making in all 700 feet from the tank tower to 

lo 

R 

Peg -_ is among the salt heans, and quite 50 feet of the 600 feet between the pegs 
15 

is taken up with salt heaps. The whole river face from the old road to the railway 

station from the Settlements, including the goods yard, for a long distance below peg 

:, r is marked with Russian flaffs. 

R 

There is a notice board at peg — bearing an inscription in English and Russian to 

14 

the effect that the land has been taken up by order of the Commander of the Russian 

forces. 

Of course, there is no question about the goods yard being anything but railway 

property, which will no doubt, at the close of the military occupation, be returned to the 

Chinese Government along with the railway. With regard, however, to the ground from 

"P 
the tank tower to peg --, although there can be no doubt that it is railway property, 

\o 

and marked in the recognized way with pegs bearing inscriptions showing its ownership, 
yet, as there are no plans of the land available, it will be as well to defer the question 
until such time as plans can be procured, and the Russians make a more definite and 
formal claim than they have done at present. 

Mr. Bert, Engineer in charge of the Tongshan mines, who has just arrived at 
Tien-tsin from Tongshan, and who has been in Tongshan from its occupation by the 
Russians, tells me that he had not heard of, nor had he seen, any railway machinery 
removed by the Russians from the railway workshops at Tongshan, but they had 
certainly transferred some of the rolling-stock and engines from Tongshan to Shanhai- 
kwan and east of the Great Wall. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) E. P. DEASE. 



No. 133. 

^^ir E. Satow to the Marquess of Lansdotvne. — {Received February 18, 1901.) 

(Extract.) Peking, December 26, 1900. 

ON the receipt of your Lordship's telegram of the 4th December, instructing 
me to endeavour to ascertain what part of the land seized at Tien-tsin by the Russian 
military authorities belongs to the Chinese Northern Railways, and to obtain a 
description of the machinery and stores said to have been removed by the Russian 
authorities from the railway workshops at Tongshan, I at once telegraphed to the Acting 
Consul-General at Tien-tsin and made inquiries from the British military authorities here. 
As Mr. Kinder was at that moment staying in Peking, I applied to him also for 
information. 

I beg to inclose copy of a private letter vhich I received from Mr. Kinder in reply. 
As it was not specific enough for the purpose, I requested him to be so good as to call 
on uie. In reply to questions I put to him, I learnt that he was not accurately informed 
as to the amount of ground in the vicinity of the railway station actually owned by the 
Chinese Northern Railways. A small village lying between the station and the river 
bank had been acquired, but the original owners had not given up their houses up to the 
time of the military operations in July last. In the course of the fighting round the 
railway station, these houses were destroyed. Some days after the relief of Tien-tsin 
tie Russian military took possession of the offices of the Northern Chinese Railways, and 
broke open the safes in which the Accountant kept money and papers. The coin and 
silver bullion were appropriated, and some of the ** railway notes " (a species of paper 
currency issued by the Chinese Northern Railways) were carried otf, but afterwards 
thrown away when they proved to be valueless. Some of them, and torn portions of 
other papers, were seen lying in the street. If there were any title-deeds for the land on 
which the above-mentioned village originally stood, they probably disappeared on this 
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occasion. Of the original Directors of the North Chinese Railways, a Chinese named 
Tang was helieved to be residing in Shanghae. 

I beg also to inclose copy of a private letter from General Barrow, Chief of the Staff 
to General Gaselee, who has recently been at Tongshan and Tien4sin. It throws no 
light npon the questions asked in your Lordship's telegram of the 4th December. 
General Barrow, in conversation after his return here, told me he had been over the 
workshops, and that the machinery appeared to be in excellent order. 



Inclosure 1 in ^KTo. 133, 

Mr. C. W. Kinder to Sir E. Satow. 
Dear Sir Ernest, December 5, 1900. 

IT is quite true that a large portion of land belonging to Railway has been seized by 
the Russians for their ** Concession." I cannot give area, but plans are being made to 
indicate our claim, in which every detail will be given. I can wirp you area if you 
desire it. 

The Chinese report to me that the Russians have removed some new machinery 
from the locomotive works at Tongshan, and a quantity of stores, but I have no other 
information to go upon, and none of my staff are allowed to enter the works. 

Tours faithfully, 
(Signed) C. W. KINDER. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 133. 

Major^General Barrow to Sir E. Satotv. 

Dear Sir Ernest, December 7, 1900. 

PART of the land seized by the Russians at Tien-tsin is certainly Railway property, 
but I cannot give you any details, nor can I say of my own knowledge that Russians 
have taken stores and machinery from Tongshan. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) E. G. BARROW. 

No. 134. 

Sir E. Satow to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received February 18, 1901.) 

My Lord, Peking, December 30, 1900. 

WITH reference to your Lordship's telegram of the 4th instant, informing me of 
the statements made by the representatives of bondholders respecting the removal by 
the Russians of machinery and stores from Tongshan, the property of the Railwny, I 
telegraphed on the 6th instant to the British Acting Consul-General at Tien-tsin 
asking for any information as to the description of the machinery and stores removed. 

1 have now received a despatch from Mr. Campbell, copy of which is inclosed, 
covering two letters which Mr. Kinder has communicated to him. These letters give 
-^details of removal of the railway property at Shan-hai-kuan. 

I have reported to jour Lordship by telegraph to-day the substance of the informa- 
tion contained in Mr. Campbell's despatch. 

[ have, &c. 
(For Sir Ernest Satow), 
(Signed) REGINALD TOWER. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 134. 

Acting Consul-General Campbell to Sir E. Satow. 

Sir, Tien-tsin, December 26, 1900. 

REFERRING to your telegram of the 6th instant, I have the honour to inclose 
copies of two letters, which Mr. Kinder has kindly shown me, giving some details of the 
.spoliation of the railway at Shan-hai-kuan by the Russians. 
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Mr. Burt, the Engineer-in-chief of the Chinese Engineering and Mining Company, 
has come lately from Tongshan, and he states that the railway works are being 
systematically emptied of "stores '' including machines not yet installed, parts of machines, 
tools, iron, timber, &c. He assures me that he has seen some of these things loaded on 
trains himself. 

I have Sc Of 
(Signed) ' C. W. CAMPBELL. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 134. 
Mr. W. G. Howard to Mr. C. W. Kinder. 



Sir, Shan-hai-kuan^ December 16, 1900. 

I ARRIVED here on Tuesday last, the 11th instant, at T'30 p.m., having left 
Tongshan at 10-30 a.m. per train. I made the journey from Tanku to Tongshan in 
carts, in which I spent three very miserable days. It rained all the first day, snowed 
all the second, and on the third we had a good old blizzard by vsray of a change. I was 
thankful when i arrived at Tongshan. 

The line between Tongshan and Shan-hai-kuan seems still to be in fair order and 
condition, a little lumpy here and there ; in many places there is only one fishbolt each 
side of rail joints. I did not see a single gang of plate-layers between Tongshan and 
Shan-hai-kuan. 

Within the last tew days Russians have cleared out the whole of our well-stocked 
tool-store and godown, leaving absolutely nothing but the bare walls. 

I estimate that the Russians have bagged quite 60,000/. worth of stores, and have 
left the place quite helpless as regards tools and stores. 

Ricketts has sent in a written protest to General Reid stating the value of stores 
taken away and probable consequence that will result for want of these stores when line 
is handed over to us. 

I observed yesterday morning the Russians instructing the Germans in the use of 
switches, &c. There were also Germans on the locomotives. It is reported here that the 
Russians will clear out of Shan-hai-kuan in eight days time, leaving the line in the hands 
of the Germans. 

The Russians have also cleared out all the stores, rails, switches and fittings, &c., 
from timber yards, not leaving even a hammer shaft, a sheet of glass, or a pot of paint: 
everything has been loaded up and taken away. 

I also observe there are very few good cars remaining on the line between Tongshan 
and Shan-hai-kuan-; all have gone outside wall. 

The railway houses in front of Bridge Works are all standing, occupied by the 
Russians. 

Up to date none of the machinery in girder or fitting shops has been taken away, 
but all fittijigs belonging to the large new plate edge plaining machine which were in 
the store have been taken away, leaving only the heavy coatings which were laying out in 
front of the godown. 

The new godown at the west end of Bridge Works has only been partly looted, and 
there still remains a considerable quantity of bar iron, steel, and rivets. 

If line is going to be handed over soon, may I suggest your sending for Engstrom as 
soon as possible for Shan-hai-kuan running shed. 

I have &LC 
(Signed) ' W4G. HOWARD. 



Inclosure 8 in ISo. 134. 
Mr. D. R. Ricketts to General Reid. 



Dear General Reid, Shan-hai-kuan, December 14, 1900. 

IE accordance with your instructions conveyed through Major Dickie, R.E., I beg 
to report that the Russian military authorities here have removed all the stores and 
material from the store-room and tool-store in the Bridge Works here, and also have 
removed several wagon-loads of timber from the engineer's store here. The Bridge 
Works stores were full of material required for the working and repairs of the railway to 
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the value of at least 50,000Z. They are now completely empty and the materials have 
been, I am informed, removed to Chin Chow Fu. 1 personally saw what was in the stores, 
saw the materials loaded on wagons and the rooms empty. 

1 would remind you that these stores were taken over from the Chinese by us and 
by General Waldersee's order for the maintenance of the railway for the benefit of the 
Allies and their line of communication, and the Russians have no right to remove and 
appropriate anything belonging to the Shan-hai-kuan stores for their own peculiar benefit 
elsewhere without the consent of the Commander-in-chief of the allies. If this consent 
has not been obtained I suggest that a local protest be made affainRt. this removal of 
material and that the Russians be required to return to the store all material left in 
their charge for international uses. I may point out that it will be impossible to run the 
railway without supplies necessary for repairs, and that in the event of the railway being 
handed over to be worked by the British authorities great difficulty and expenses will be 
incurred by them if the above removal of material is passed over ; also, that the railway 
plant and material between Shan-hai-kuan and Peking is held from the Chinese Government 
by British bondholders as security on a loan of funds to the Chinese (xoveniment, and 
that therefore they might expect the protection of the British authorities from unjustified 
spoliation. 

Sincerely, &c. 
(Signed) D. R. RICKETTS. 



No. 185. 

Sir C. Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received February 19.) 

My Lord, St. Petersburgh, February 15, 1901. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 10th January last, I have the honour to 
transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a Memorandum which I have received from 
the Imperial Ministry for Foreign Afiairs giving explanations with regard to the action 
of the Russian military authorities in taking materials from the stores and workshops on 
the Yangtsun-Shanhaikwan Railway. 

The Memorandum stated that there were neither workshops, nor stores, nor 
materials to the north of Shanhaikwan, it would therefore have been impossible, withou 
borrowing materials, to work the northern section of the line after the surrender of the 
southern to Count Waldersee. As, however, the working of the northern section is 
secured by the reservation of the right to the Russian authorities to use the Shanhaikwan 
workshops, everything previously taken by them has been restored to the parties to whom 
it belonged. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES 8. SOOIT. 



Inclosure in No, 135. 

Memorandum. 

(Translation.) 

IN consequence of the Memorandum from the British Embassy of the 9th January, 
1901, the Imperial Ministry for Foreign AflFairs requested the competent military 
authorities to furnish explanations with regard to the information communicated in that 
document as to the Russian authorities in China having borrowed n?aterials from the 
stores and workshops on the Yangtsun-Shanhaikwan Railway line. 

According to the statement of the War Deportment it was rendered necessary to 
borrow in this manner by the circumstance that on the section of the railway situated to 
the north of Shanhaikwan there were neither workshops, nor stores, nor materials, and 
that in view of this, after the surrender of the southern section (to Shanhaikwan) to 
Count Waldersee, it would have been impossible to work the northern section uithout 
the above-mentioned loan. 

Moreover, in accordance with the conditions of the agreement as to the surrender 
of the line, the rolling-stock had to be divided in proportion to the length of the sections, 



Digitized by 



Google 



88 

either left under Russian management or handed (over to the jurisdiction of the 
Commander-in-chief of the allied forces ; but no such arrangement was originally 
come to with regard to materials. JSfow, thanks to the fact that the working of the 
section of the line to the north of Shanhaikwan is secured by the reservation of the right 
to the Russian authorities to use the Shanhaikwan workshops, everj^thing previous^ly taken 
by them has been restored to the parties to whom it belonged. 

St. Petersburgh, February I (14), 1901. 



No. 136. 

India Office to Lieutenant'Generat Sir A. Gaselee. — {Communicated by India Office^ 

February 21.) 

(Tele<?raphic.) India Office, February 19, 1901. 

PLEASE refer to your telegram of the 7th February. 

The following telegram received by Foreign Office from British Ambassador at 
St. Petersburgh : — 

'^ The Minister for Foreign Affairs has to-day sent me a Memorandum informing 
me that the War Department state in reply to the request for explanations from the 
military authorities of the borrowing of materials from the stores and workshops on 
the Shanhaikwan Railway, that in the absence of any stores or workshops to the north 
of Shanhaikwan it would have been impossible to work the northern section after the 
southern section had been surrendered to the Field-Marshal Commanding-in-chief. 

" Everything previously taken by the Russian military authorities has been returned 
to the parties to whom it belorged, now that the working of the northern section 
has been secured by the reservation of the right to the Russian military authorities 
to use the Shanhaikwan workshops/' 

With reference to foregoing, please furnish a further report after careful investi* 
gation. 



No. 137. 

Lieutenant'General Sir A. Oaselee to India Office. — (Communicated by India Office, 

February 22.) 

(Telegraphic.) February 21, ISOl. 

REFERRING to your telegram of the 19th instant; Russian Minister's explana^ 
tion expresses correctly object with which use of Shanhaikwan workshops was 
conceded to Russians, but the statement to the effect that everything has been 
returned is not correct (vide my telegram of the 7th instant), I wUl direct railway 
authorities to report as soon as possible fully on the subject. Transfer of line of 
railway began to-day. 



No. 138. 

Lieutenant-General Sir A. Gaselee to India Office. — (Communicated by India Office, 

February 28.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking, February 27, 1901. 

PLEASE refer to my telegram of 21st February. 

MacDonald took over Tongshan workshops in satisfactory condition, except some^ 
duplicate parts of engines and some new machines which are missing. From to-day 
we are working railway throughout. 
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No. 139. 

Sir E. Satow to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received March 2.) 

My Lord, Peking, January 4, 1901- 

IN continuation of my despatch of the 30th December last respecting the 
Bussian seizures at Shanhaikwan, I have the honour to transmit herewith copy of a 
further letter from Mr. Howard, the Manager of the Bridge Works at Shanhaikwan, 
received through the British Acting Consul-General at Tien-tsin, in which fuller details 
of the action of the Russian authorities are given. 

I had the honour to telegraph the substance of this intelligence to your Lordship 
this day. 

I have, &c. 
(For Sir Ernest Satow), 
(Signed) EEGIJ^ALD TOWER. 



Inclosure in !No. 139. 
Mr. W. G. Howard to Mr. C. TV. Kinder. 



Sir, Shanhaikwan, December 29, 1900. 

SINCE my last communication under date the 16th instant, the Rusbians have 
continued to remove the contents of the Bridge Works and are now busy loading up and 
sending away the material out of the new godown at the west end of the Bridge Works* 
yard, such as steel bars, round and square, galvanized sheet, steam-pipe and fittings, &c. 
They have also taken the steam crane, and this morning they are dismounting the 
punching and shearing machines in the girder shop, the cupolar out of moulding shop, 
and the machinery and shafting out of the fitting department. 

Some of this material is being shipped by steamer from Shanhaikwan to Port 
Arthur, but the greater part is sent outside Wall. They have also taken large steam 
winch, hand-winches, grindstones, carpenter's lathes, glycerine, &c. — in fact, everything 
^hey can lay hands on. 

I have reported this to General Reid, who is iorwarding a despatch to Peking upon 
the matter to-morrow morning per Major Gould Adams. 

I have Sec. 
(Signed) ' W. G. HOWARD. 

No. 140. 
Sir E. Satow to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — (Received March 2.) 

My Lord, Peking, January 6, 1901. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 13th November last and to subsequent 
reports on the subject of the Russian seizure of land at Tien-tsin, I have the honour 
to report that the Acting British Consul-General at Tien-tsin referred to Vice- Admiral 
Sir Edward Seymour the communication from the Russian Consul of that place of the 
6th November (Inclosure 2 in my despatch of the 13th November, 1900), in which it is 
recorded that *' the Russian troops swept the left bank of the Pei Ho " on the '23vd June 
last, and basing the appropriation by General Lin^vitch of the territory opposite the 
British Settlement upon the operation of the Russian troops. 

Sir Edward Seymour has now forwarded to Mr. Acting Consul Campbell a Memo- 
randum, copy of which is inclosed, drawn up by Commander Cradock, who led the 
British brigade operating with the Russians for the relief of Tien-tsin. 

From this Memorandum it appears that, in the opinion of that officer, the statement 
by the Russian Consul is hardly borne out by the facts, and Mr. Campbell adds that 
Commander Cradock's outlines kre corroborated in every particular by persons who were 
in a position to judge. 

• ' T have, &c. 

(For Sir Ernest Satow), 
(Signed) REGINALD TOWER. 
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Inclosure in No. 140. 
Memorandum by Commander Cradock respecting Operations in Relief of Tien^tsin. 

ON Thursday, the 21st June, a body of 600 Russians and 200 Americans starting 
from Chun-liang-cheng (the half-way station) endeavoured to reach Tien-tsin. They 
were driven back, leaving several killed on the field, and the Americans, owing to what 
they said was want of support by the Russians, lost their gun. They retired with their 
wounded on Chun-liang-cheng. Their advance had been tried by the left bank of the 
railway and river. That evening the British Naval Brigade, Welsh Fusiliers, detach- 
ment of Royal Engineers, and some Italians coming up from Tong-ku met them, 
conferred, and camped by them. 

Next morning, British and Italians, in spite of the Russian Coloners protestations 
as tQ inadvisability, moved out, and with an armoured truck, a gun, a truck of sleepers 
and an engine, continued their advance. 

Result. Rail was repaired and country cleared to within 8 miles of Tien-tsin. 

Railhead was formed. Americans joined up later. Russian General, with two 
regiments and some Cossacks, came up from Tong-ku and formed pamp on plain beyond 
railhead in the evening. 

Saw Russian General and arranged for general advance in the morning. 

June 23. — Moved out from camp at 3*30 a.m., and immediately after received 
message from General to request our mixed force of British, Americans, and Italians to 
clear the country and villages between the railway and left bank of the river. This 
was done. General said that Russians and Germans would take the right side of the 
railway. At the last creek (3 miles from Tien-tsin), owing to the bridges all national 
forces drew together to cross, and here there was some considerable opposition, a mine 
being blown up. The General requested my force to cross the bridges first, and also 
again asked me to continue my advance as before. This was done, country, villages, 
and all the houses opposite the settlement were cleared and set on fire, and not till 
opposite the British Consulate did the last of my men cross over. There was no more 
opposition, and the Chinese had fled. On the whole of the advance our left flank 
touched the river, and the right was well extended towards the railway. No Russian 
or German troops had anything whatever to do with clearing the left bank of the 
river. 

At no time (except at the last creek when crossing) were they ever in sight ; the 
railway embankment hid them. 

(Signed) CHRISTOPHER CRADOCK, Commander, 

Commanding Naval Brigade. 



No. 141. 

Sir E. Satow to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received March 2.) 

My Lord, Peking, January 7, 1901. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith translation of a communication from 
Field-Marshal Count von Waldersee to Lieutenant-General Sir Alfred Gaselee of the 
3rd instant, respecting the section of the railway to Peking which had been repaired by 
the Japanese troops. 

General Gaselee has telegraphed on the subject to Her Majesty's Minister at T6kid, 
and anticipated no serious opposition from the Japanese Government to an equitable 
arrangement, as soon as the whole railway line from Shanhaikwan to Peking shall have 
been transferred to British hands. 

I have, &c. 
(For Sir Ernest Satow), 
(Signed) REGINALD TOWER. 
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Inclosure in No. 141. 
Field-Marshal Count von Waldersee to Lieutenant- General Sir A. Gaaelee. 

(Translation.) Army Head^quarters^ Peking ^ January 8, 1900. 

HAS the honour to communicate to His Excellency that under date the 29th 
December, a letter has been received from General Tamaguchi, commanding Japanese 
troops, with reference to the proposal to hand over the Peking-Shanhaikwan section of 
the railway, in which it is stated as follows : — 

** On this occasion I ask permission to draw your attention to the following facts : — 
At the time when the Japanese Railway Company commenced to repair the line, the 
Boxers were in force in the neighbourhood, and it became necessary to disperse them 
by force, which resulted in the death of an Engineer officer and several non-com. 
missioned officers and men. Moreover, as it was not possible to procure locally the 
necessary materials for the repair of the railway, we had to send to Japan for them, 
and it was only through the arrival of this material that the Railway Company was able 
to bring the work to a satisfactory conclusion. 

" For this reason it will be difficult for me, on my own authority, to hand over to 
the British army that section of the railway which has been repaired by the Japanese 
troops, and 1 believe it to be my duty to warn your Excellency that I shall be obliged 
to refer the matter to my Government when the question of the transfer of the railway 
is brought forward." 

(Signed) A. WALDERSEE, 

CommanderAn^chief. 



No. 142. 

Sir E. Satow to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — (Received March 2.) 

My Lord, Peking^ January 8, 1901. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of the English text of the draft 
Convention between Russia and Germany for the transfer of the Railway, Shanhaikwan- 
Tang-tsun, to the German Army Head-quarters, brought up to date by the German 
Army Head-quarters to the 6th January. 

I have, &c. 
(For Sir Ernest Satow), 
(Signed) REGINALD TOWER. 



Inclosure in No. 142. 

Draft Convention for the Transfer on the part of the Russian Military Authorities of the 
Railway *' Shanhaikwan-Yangtsun^^ to the Army Head-quarters, simultaneous with the 
abrogation of the Convention concluded between the latter and the Russian Military 
Authorities on October 13, 1900. 

(Translation.) 

1. THE following Agreement, which takes the place of the one framed at Tien-tsin 
on the 13th October, 1900, between the office of the Commander-in-chief and the 
Russian Military authorities, has, as then, in view as sole object to regulate the military 
use of the line- in the interests of all the allied armies, and in no way affects any 
proprietary claims. 

2. The Russian Military authorities transfer and place at the disposal of the Army 
Head-quarters of the allied troops the line Tangtsun-Shanhaikwan, the majority of 
which was taken possession of by Russian troops, repaired, and worked by them. This 
includes all buildings, rolling-stock, workshops, and material required for the working of 
the line in so far as no special exceptions are hereinafter made. 

3. The Russian Military authorities reserve for themselves that part of the line and 
working material of the station of Shanhaikwan, which is necessary to maintain the line 
Shanhaikwan-Newchwang in working order. The necessary division of the station of 
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Shanhaikwan is to be arranged by a special Agreement to be arrived at locally between 
the Russian Military authorities and Army Head-quarters. 

4. Further, the Russian Military authorities reserve for themselves all workshops, 
workshop materials, and stores near Shanhaikwan which can be proved to have served for 
the purpose of erecting bridges, or were intended to serve such a purpose. As far as, 
from military considerations, the Army Head-quarters may consider it desimble to have 
the use of the fittings of the above works for the purpose of bridge building, the 
Russian Military authorities will not refuse their co-operation. 

5. The entire rolling-stock which belongs to or may be found on the line Peking- 
Newchwang, including the branch line Sinminting, i.e., will be so divided that half* of 
the same is available for the line Shanhaikwan-Peking, the other for the line Shan- 
haikwan-Newchwang. Further, the Russian Military authorities will, for military 
purposes, place at free disposal roUing-stock to the extent of half their share obtained 
as above, as soon as and as long as the Army Head-quarters consider that the material 
of the line Shanhaikwan-Peking is not sufficient to meet the military requirements. 
The detailed partition, at which due regard is to be paid to power, conditiom, source, and 
age of engines and carriages, is to be settled locally in the manner already indicated in 
paragraph 3. 

6. All engines and passenger carriages will, as a principle, remain on the line to 
which they have been allotted in accordance with paragraph 6. Goods-waggons must 
be taken over by one line from the other, but steps should be taken to reasonably 
replace the decrease of such rolling-stock on one line by the rapid return of the same or 
the transfer of an equivalent. For the use, if necessary, of the line Shanhaikwan 
Station -Chingwantau Station-Chingwantau Harbour no higher rates are to be charged 
the Russian Military authorities than are paid by other allies. 

7. The Russian Military authorities will arrange with the several Powers for the 
compensation due in consequence of their expenses incurred by them in forwarding 
troops and stores of the allied armies. 

8. As far as on the part of the Russian Military authorities Agreements have been 
entered into with third persons which may result in obligations on part of the 
Administration of the Shanhaikwan-Peking line, these niust be brought to the notice of 
the Army Head-quarters before this Agreement is signed. The fulfilment of obliga- 
tions which by that time have not been agreed to cannot thereafter be admitted. 

9. As regards materials which have been required for the purpose of construction 
and working of the former Russian and German sections of the line, and which have 
been handed over or exchanged for purposes of mutual assistance, tht. Russian and 
German Military Railway authorities will furnish each other with receipts. 

10. War material and stores at present lying at stations of Tien-tsin, Tongku, and 
Peitang may remain there until the recommencement of navigation enables its 
removal. 

11. The actual surrender of the line commences on the , and 
is to end by . The working and protection of the line will then 
have to be taken over by the Army Head- quarters. 

12. Prior to signing this Agreement, the Russian Representative present declared 
that the Russian Army Administration regards the line itself as the immediate guarantee 
for the expenses incurred in its repair. On the representatives of Army Head-quarters 
stating that this matter is beyond the scope of military discussion, and that it is one on 
which Army Head-quarters can give no decision, the Russian Representative agrees to 
the omission from this Agreement of a paragraph in the sense of his declaration. 

Peking, December 26, 1900. 

Brought up to date by German Army Head-quarters No. 121/01 A.O.K. of Peking, 
the 6th January, 1901. 



* Proposal of the British military authorities : " Three-fifths for the section Shanhaikwan-Peking can, 
according to the statement of Colonel Keller, be arranged if the sentence in paragraph 5, viz., from ' further, the 
Russian military authorities, &c.,^ down to ' military requirements,' is changed to read, ' That on demand of Army 
tl^ad-quarters, in case of military necessity, the Russian military authorities will help them as far as they can to 
the extent of two-iifths of the railway stock which falls to their share, on payment of the usual prices laid dowo 
in the Railway Traffic Agreement/" 
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No. 143. 
Sir E. Satow to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received March 2.) 

My Lord, Peking^ January 9, 1901, 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 26th ultimo respecting the seizure of 
land at Tien-tsin by the Russian troops, I have the honour to transmit herewith copy 
of a letter sent by my instructions on the 17th ultimo, by the British Acting Consul- 
General at Tien-tsin to the Russian Consul, to the effect that Her Majesty's Government 
'Can only consider the action of the Russian military authorities in regard to the left 
bank of the Pei-ho as of a temporary character, and that it will, of course, cease when 
peace is restored. 

I have this day learned from Mr. Campbell at Tien-tsin that the Russian Consul has 
issued a Circular to the Consular Body at that port, stating that, in consequence of an 
Agreement concluded between the Governments of Russia and China, Russia has acquired 
a. Concession on the left bank of the Pei-ho, within the limits which are marked by 
boundary stones. 

I inclose copy of the Russian Circular in question, dated the 24th December 
(6th January). 

Mr. Campbell states that about 2^ miles of the river bank are included, opposite 
to the foreign Concessions, and that the Concession reaches to the railway line to the 
: southward. 

Mr. Tower called at the Russian Legation this morning, and was informed that the 
Circular of the 6th January was issued by the direction of M. de Giers, the Russian 
Minister, after an Agreement has been concluded, through Li Hung-chang, in the name 
of the Chinese Government with Russia. Mr. Tower was informed that the property 
belonging to Messrs. Butterfield and Swire, mentioned in my telegram of the 28th 
l^ovember, had not been included in the Russian Concession. 

I had the honour to telegraph to your Lordship this day the substance of the above 
information. 

I may add that on the 20th November the French Consul-General notified to the 
Consular Body that the French Concession had been increased. Copy of Mr. Campbell's 
despatch of the 24th November with its inclosures is annexed herewith. 

I have further received from Mr. Campbell a despatch (copy of which is likewise 
inclosed of the 3rd instant), transmitting a Notification from the Japanese Consul that 
he ** will not recognize the validity of any transfer of ownership of land or premises 
within specified limits, made after the 17th June, the day of the opening of hostilities, 
or those transfers which, although made before the above date, have not been duly 
verified by the Chinese authorities at the time of such transfers/* The Japanese Consul 
informed Mr. Campbell at the time that the limits include a larger area than was 
conceded by the Chinese Government. Appended to Mr. Campbell^s despatch is a copy 
of the Notification by the Japanese Consul. 

I instructed Mr. Campbell, on the the 7th instant, to report to me any action of the 
Japanese authorities in the extended area (beyond the limits of the original Concession 
granted by the Chinese Government) in any case where British interests are involved, 
and told him to inform the Japanese Consul that British rights are reserved in any case 
of such a nature. 

I have, &c. 
(For Sir Ernest Satow), 

(Signed) REGINALD TOWER. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 143. 
Acting Consul-General Campbell to M. Poppe. 



Sir and dear Colleague, Tien-tsin, December 17, 1900. 

I AM instructed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th November, and 
to inform you that Her Britannic Majesty's Government can only consider the action of 
the Russian military authorities in regard to the left bank of the Pei-ho as of a temporary 
character, and that it will, of course, cease when peace is restored. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' C. W. CAMPBELL. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 143. 

M. Popp^ to Consuls at Tien-tsin. 

(Circulaire.) 

M. et cher CoUegue, Le 2i Decemhre^ 1900 (6 Janvier, 1901). 

D'ORDRE de la Legation Imp^riale de Russie k P6kin, j'ai I'honneur de porter k 
votre connaissance qu'en vertu d'un accord conclu entre les Gouvemements Russe et 
Chinois, la Russie a acquis une Concession k Tien-tsin sur la rive gauche de Pei-ho, dans 
les limites qui sont marquees par des homes en pieiTe. 

Aucune rente, Concession, ou transmission de terrain apr^s le 4 (17) Juin dernier 
sur le territoire en question, formani actuellement la Concession Russe, ne peut 6tre 
reconnue comme valahle, et tout Contrat post^rieur k cette date sera consid6r6 
nul. 

Je crois devoir aj outer que la Concession pr^cit^e est acquise par le Gouvernement 
Russe dans les conditions ^tahlies par la pratique des autres Concessions 6trang6res en 
Chine, et qu'il est bien entendu qu'aucune atteinte n'est port^e aux droits que des 
Strangers pourraient avoir en vertu de titres reguliers anterieurs an 17 Juin dernier, et 
que ces droits seront au contraire scrupuleusement sauvegard^s. 

Veuillez, &c. 
(Sign6) ^. POPPE, 

Consul de Russie^ ad interim. 

(Translation.) 

(Circular.) 

Sir and dear Colleague, T\en^tsin, December 24, 1900 {January 6, 1901). 

BY order of the Imperial Russian Legation at Pekkig, I have the honour to 
inform you that, in accordance with an agreement concluded between the Russian and 
Chinese Governments, Russia has acquired a Concession at Tien-tsin on the left bank 
of the Pei-ho, within limits which are marked by boundary stones. 

No sale, cession, or transfer of land after the Ith (17th) June last in the territory 
in question forming actually part of the Russian Concession, can be considered 
as valid, and every Contract subsequent to this date vrill be considered as null and 
void. 

I have to add that the above-mentioned Concession is acquired by the Russian 
Government imder the conditions observed in other Concessions to foreigners in China, 
and that it is quite understood that there is no infringement of the rights which 
foreigners might have by virtue of regular titles previous to 17th June last, and that 
these rights will on the contrary be scrupulously safeguarded. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) N. POPPfi, 

Russian Consul, ad interim. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 143. 

Acting ConsuUGeneral Campbell to Sir E. Satow. 

Sir, Tien-tsin, November 2Ji, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of the express referred to in my telegram 
of yesterday. Although dated the 20th November, it was, as you may see from the 
note at the foot, issued on the morning of the 22nd November. 

I am not aware whether or how the ground referred to by the French Consul- 
General was " actually annexed to the French Concession." This express is the first 
intimation I have had of the annexation, and I cannot learn that anybody else was 
earUer or better informed. 

In principle there can be no objection to the extension of the French municipal 
control over the ground mentioned. The British community recognized at the time o 
their own municipal extension, and earlier, that the land now *•' annexed" must 
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eventually come under the French municipality, but it was naturally expected that the 
French authorities would go through the same preliminaries as we went through in 1897 
and 1898. The preamble to the ** Land Regulations of the British Municipal Extension^ 
Tien-tsin/' states that ** it is understood that the obligation of other foreigners residing 
therein or owning property, leases, or feus therein anterior to the date of the Taotai's 
Proclamation to conform to and obey the said Regulations and subsequent bye-laws is 
derived from their individual assent, together with the sanction and approval of their 
own national authorities" (see inclosure in Mr. Bax - Ironside's despatch to this 
Consulate of the 7th June, 1899). That is to say, the individual consent of all 
foreigners concerned, and the approval of their Representatives at Peking, were obtained 
before the municipal extension was officially formed on the Land Regulations issued. 
There is a certain amount of British-owned property in the proposed French extra- 
Concession, and the owners will, 1 believe, expect the French Consular and municipal 
authorities to treat their rights with the same care as was shown by us in the British 
Municipal Extension of 1898. 

I must also mention that in the British extension non-British owners were not 
required to verify their titles at this Consulate. They were invited to register them in 
the Municipal Council's Land Register as a matter of evident convenience, but the 
verification of the owner's Consul was always accepted as conclusive. In any case I do 
not think that it is advisable to admit the right of the French Consul-General to 
examine into British titles acquired before his "annexation." My verification, subject 
to your approval in any doubtful case, should be sufficient for his purpose. 

The only other observation that occurs to me has reference to the declaration that 
the French Municipal Council " will not recognize the validity of any Contract posterior 
to the 17th June.'* I am aware of no transfers to British subjects since the 17th June, 
and of course I have no desire to embarrass M. du Chaylard vexatiously, but it is quite 
conceivable that the declaration as it stands might work injustice, and for that reason I 
draw attention to it. It is not reasonable to assume that the public between the 
17th June and the 22nd November had sufficient notice of the French intentions to 
nullify all contracts made after the first date. 

I have, 'Ac. 
(Signed) C. W. CAMPBELL. 



Inclosure 4 in No. 143. 
French Notification. 



LE Consul-G6n6ral de France, President du Conseil Municipal, d^sirant pr^venir les 
r^idents Strangers contre les suites auzquelles ils s'exposeraient en achetant des terrains 
sur la partie actuellement annexee k la Concession Fran9aise, a Thonneur de les informer 
que le Conseil Municipal ne reconnaltra la validity d'aucun contrat post^rieur au 17 Juin, 
date de Touverture des hostility. 

Tons les propri^taires porteurs de titres r^guliferement ^tabJis avant le 17 Juin 
sont invites k les produire au Consulat de France oil ils seront dAment v6rifi6s et 

enregistr^. 

L'extensions de la Concession porte sur tous les terrams compris : — 

1. Entre la Rue de Paris, la Taku Road, le Quai de France prolonge jusqu'^ Tancien 
b&timent de la London Mission sur la ville Chinoise. 

2. La zone situ^e h, Touest de la Concession Fran9aise limit^e par la route de Taku, 
Textra Concession Auglaise, la niuraille de terre et une ligne partant de la dite muraille 
et aboutissant k la riviere devant le bft,timent de la London Mission. 

Le Consul de France, 

(8ign6) G. DU CHATLAED. 

Tien-tsin, le 20 Novembre, 1900. 

(Translation.) 

THE Consul-General of France, President of the Municipal Council, desiring to 
^am foreigners against the consequences of buying land actually forming part of the 
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Erench Concession, has the honour to inform them that the Mimicipal Council will 
not recognize the validity of any contract made subsequent to the 17tii June, date of 
the commencement of hostilities. 

All landowners whose titles were regularly established before the 17th June are 
requested to produce them at the Prench Consulate, where they will be duly verified 
and registered. 

The extension of the Concession covers all land : — 

1. Between the Hue de Paris, the Taku Road, the Quai de France prolonged as 
far as the old buildings of the London Mission in the Chinese town. 

2. The zone lying west of the Erench Concession bounded by the Taku Bead, 
the British extra Concession, the earthen wall and a line starting from the said was- 
and ending at the river before the London Mission buildings. 

The Erench Consul, 

(Signed) G. DU CHAYLARD. 

Tien-tsiny November 20, 1900. 



Inclosure 5 in No. 143. 
Acting ConsuU General Campbell to Sir E. Satow. 

Sir, Tien-tsin^ January 8, 1901. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a JSTotification which was issued on the 28tb 
December by my Japanese colleague, Mr. Tei, warning the public that ** he will not 
recognize the validity of any transfer of ownership of land or premises within the 
following limits made after the 17th June, the day of the opening of hostilities, or 
those transfers which, although made before the above date, have not been duly 
verified by the Chinese ^thorities at the time of such transfers.'' The limits are 
then stated. 

Mr, Tei is probably entitled to make such a rule with regard to land within the 
boundaries of the Settlement which was actually conceded to him by the Chinese Govern, 
ment ; but the limits mentioned in his !N^otification include a much greater area. I 
can find no definite statement of the limits originally assigned to the Japanese 
Settlement. 

Its inception dates from a few years back, but up to June last the boundaries had 
not been promulgated, though they were, of course, known to the Japanese and Chinese 
authorities and were roughly estimated by foreigners generally. 

1 am not aware up to the present that British subjects hold land within the territory 
mentioned, but if British property is included, the observations made in my despatch 
of the 24th November with reference to the French ** annexation " appear to me to apply 
equally to the Japanese. 

There is one other matter which it is necessary to draw attention to in 
connection with the Japanese Settlement. The main roads to the South and East 
Gates of the city pass through it, and it is essential that there should be no interference^ 
without a common understanding, with the thoroughfares which have always existed 
between the British Concession and the city. 

(Signed) ' C. W. CAMPBELL. 

p.S. — Japanese Consul when pointing out the boundaries of his Settlement,, 
told me that they include a larger area than was conceded by the Chinese 
Government. 

C. W. C. 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 143. 
Japanese Notification. 

HIS Imperial Japanese Majesty's Consul, being desirous to prevent the possible 
coirfomrdkig 6P the right of ownernership of land and premises within the limit tof Vne) 
Japanese Settlement, has the honour to no*ify'that he will not recognize the* validity of 
sQiiy transfer of 'right of ownership of lavd or prcMisee within the following limits^ made 
iftef the 17th June, the day of the opening of hostilities, or those transfers wliiafa,i 
although made before date have not been duly verified by the Chinese' authorities at tbe^ 
time of such transfers. 

Limits of the Japanese Settlements : — 

North. — From a point 600 feet westward of the Nau-mfen (theSo«ith.i6ate);;to* 
Ohia-Kfeo^ along the ditch outside the Tien-tsin city wall. . t> .. . . 

North-East. — 'From Chia-Kao to the north-eastern boundary of Hhe French Seltie^ 
xnent along the Pei-ho. 

East. — ^The boundary-line between the French and Japanese Concessions. 

South.— The Mud Wall. 

West. — The straight line drawn from the point 600 feet westward of the Nau-men 
(the Soiitli'Gate) to tiie point 450 feet westward of the Hai-kwan-men (Mud Wall Gate 
near the Hai-kwan- :?). 

(Signed) NAGAMASA TEI, 

His Imperial Japanese Majesty* s Consul. 

December 28, 1900. 



t ■' ■•» No. 144. 

In(Ha Office to Foreign Office. — {Received March 12.) 

Sir, India Office, March 12, 1901. 

I AM directed to forward herewith, for the information of the Marquess ot 
Lansdowne, copy of two telegrams, dated Peking 8th and 9th March respectively, 
which have been received from the General OflScec Commanding British contingent, 
China expedition, relating to Eussian obstruction in connection with the transfer of 
6ertain railway property at Tien-tsin, Tongku, Shanhaikwan. 

With reference to the last sentence of the telegram of the 9th March, Lord 
Greorge Hamilton will be glad to learn what reply the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Afiairs would wish to send. 

* X have &c 

(Signed) ' HARDWICKE. 



Inclosure 1 in !No. 144. 

Lieutenant^General Sir A. Oaselee to India Office. 

(Telegraphic.) ^ Peking, March 8, 1901. 

THE transfer of certain railway property at Tien-tsin, Tongku, Shanhaikwan is 
greatly obstructed by the Russians. General Wogaok, commanding in Chihli, states 
that he' believes "buildings in question will be evacuated soon, but he has no authority4iO 
transfer ttiem. This retention is contrary to Railway Convention of the 26th DecemW. 
Russian Consul at Tifen-tsin claims on behalf of Russian'Subjects proprietary rights over 
certain railway land* across which we require to construct military line to meet 
increased traflSc. I have given orders for commencement of work, leavmg to Russians 
onus probandi. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 144. 
Lieutenant^ General Sir A. Gaselee to India Office. 

rTelegraphic.) Peking, March 9, 1901. 

PLEASE refer to my telegram of the 8th March. 

Colonels MacDonald and Swann visited General Wogack and urged early evacua- 
tion of certain railway godowns, sidings, buildings, &c., in accordance with Russian- 
(German Convention, paragraph 2. General expressed inability to give orders pending 
reference to Port Arthur. As regards land claims on behalf of Russian subjects at 
Tien-tsin, he said that it was not military affair. Wogack wrote to Director of the 
Eailway on commencement of work at the siding, 7th March : — '* In our last interview 
I agreed to act as a medium of communication regarding establishments occupied in 
several places by the Eussian military authorities. I am sorry to have to state that, 
afber the steps taken by the British military authorities in the Russian Concession, I am 
unable to do so any more in the case referred to and in any others that may arise.'* 



No. 145. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreian Office, March 13, 1901. 

I LAID before the Marquess of Lansdowne your letter of the 12th instant, 
inclosing a telegram from the General Officer Commanding the British contingent in 
China relating to Russian obstruction in connection with the transfer of certain 
railway property at Tien-tsin, Tongku, and Shanhaikwan. 

The Railway Convention of the 26th December having been made between Field- 
Marshal Count von Waldersee and the Russian military authorities, I am directed by 
Lord Lansdowne to suggest that Lieutenant-General Sir A. Gaselee should be autho- 
rized to bring the facts to Count von Waldersee s notice, and to point out to him that, 
unless the Russians carry out their part of the Agreement, it cannot be expected that 
*he British military authorities can give t^ the Russians the facilities conditionally 
accorded to them. 

I ani^ &c« 
(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 



No. 146. 

Sir E. Satow to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received March 15.) 

^Telegraphic.) Peking, March 15, 1901. 

THIS morning the Russians have stationed sentries on a piece of land at Tien-tsin, 
v^here the British military authorities were constructing a siding, in order to prevent 
•work being continued. This land is claimed by the Chinese Northern Railway, and 
forms part of the ground seized as a concession by the Russians (mentioned m my 
despatch of the 9th January), who state that it now belongs to a Russian subject. 
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No. 147. 

Sir E. Satow to the Marquess of Lansdowne. -^{Received March 16.) 

My Lord, Peking^ January 18, 1901. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 4th January, 1 have the honour to irtclose 
herewith to your Lordship copy of two indosures in a despatch from the British Acting 
Consul-General at Tien-tsin, being reports to Mr. Kinder from home of his railway 
employes as to the treatment of the railway by the Russian military forces. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ERNEST SATOW. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 147. 

Mr. Dixon to Mr. Kinder. 

Sir, Tongshan, January 2, 1901. 

AS you have not been to Tongshan, I beu; to inform you of the state of affairs here. 
I managed to get about half-way into the shops on the 29th December, but was turned ^ 
out again. I then went up the new head-gear of the Mining Company's new shaft, 
and had a good look round. The railway yard seems to be very bare, and from 
what I can find out three-quarters of the material in the stores has been taken away, 
as well as the machines out of the shops. The engines are in a very bad state of 
repair up here. From conversation with several of the shed hands who are still in the" 
employ of the Russians, I gather that the engines are not being washed out. From* 
the description of the damage to Nos. 7, 19, 25, and 38, all the fire-boxes seem to* 
have been burned. Two of the old drivers in the employ of the Russians tell me that all 
Baldwin's locomotives (10 by 20 ton cars) have been taken to Chin-chow, which may 
be right, as I can only find 30 by 10 by 20 ton cars at Tongshan. There are plenty of 
ballast cars, all the sidings at the junction being full. I can only find four covered cai^s. 
Nos. SI and 82 (Emperor's cars) are being run to Shanhaikwan. 

1 have been trying to get into the new works, but was not allowed past the gates. I 
am told that the Russians have taken away all the new machinery from there. Two 
British civilians who passed through from Chin-chow the other day told me that that 
place? wtis full of cars laden with drilHng, punching, planing, and other machinery, as well 
as axles, wheels, and some cylinders. In addition to Baldwin's they have taken three of 
our old engines, Nos. 11, 20, and 31, to Chin-chow. On the 31st December I saw one of 
the buburban tank engines, No. 70, at Tongshan, but it was sent back next day. They 
are using your own private car, which is badly knocked about. They have also burnt up. 
No. 8 locomotive cylinders. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. DIXOX. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 147. ^^ "" 

Mr. Rigby to Mr. Kinder. 

Dear Mr. Kinder, Newchwang, January 2, 1901. 

MY messenger to Chin-chow returned. He reports that there are some 300 
Russians in Chin-chow, 40 or 50 at Ta-ling-ho, and 400 at Kao-pan-tzu. Tien-chuang- 
tai has a small guard. He assures me that there are no Russians in Hsin-min-tun or any 
town between there and Kao-pan-tzu, nor are there any between Kao-pan-tzu and Tien- 
chuang-tai. The country is full of robbers, whom the Russians are doing nothing to 
suppress. Trains are running as far as Ta-ling-ho. The temporary bridge there is in a 
very bad state, and nothing is being done towards its repair. In fact, east of Ta-ling-ho no 
repairs are being made to the line. This might possibly be used as an argument on our 
side. 

The only things to be done are the repairs to Ta-ling-ho and Shuang-tai-tzu 
temporary bridges, relaying of track between Shuang-tai-tzu amd Tu-chia-tai (about 
8 miles), and repairs to earthwork. The material for repairing track is stored in 
[202] O 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



100 

adjoining villages. All heavy plant is reported as being all right, but small stores, &c., are 
all stolen or burnt. 

My messenger says he counted nine locomotives at Chin-chow and about 100 cars of 
all sorts. There are also two locomotives at Kao-pan-tzu both in repair, but not being 
used. The small engine taken from here by the Taotai, and disabled at Tieo-chuang-tsi, 
remains there untouched. The Uussians have cleared Cox' house, which is occupied by 
soldiers. The store-keeper at Ta-ling-ho sends me the inclosed list of things removed^ 
and suggests that Cox should write to the Russian authorities at Chin-chow and ask for 
them to be returned at once. , 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. H. RIGBY. 



No. 148. 

iSir E. Satow to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received March 16.) 

My Lord, Peking, January 24, 1901. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 8th instant, I have the honour to inclose 

herewith to your Lordship copy and translation of an Army Order by Field-Marshal 

Oount von Waldersee, and the German text, with translation, of the Russo-German 

•Convention relating to the transfer of Ihe Peking-Shanhaikwan hne from the Russian 

to the German military authorities. 

(Signed) ' ER2?EST SATOW. 



Inclosure in No. 148. 

Army Order. 

(Translation.) 

THE Convention concluded to-day with the Russian military authorities with regard 
to the railway from Shanhaikwan to Peking is annexed herewith. 

I have for the present entrusted the working of the whole line — Shanhaikwan to 
Peking — to the German railway battalion. The troops of the German, English, and 
Japanese detachments have temporarily taken over the repairing and guarding of ihe line. 
A time table for the whole line, and tariff for the passenger traffic conditionally permitted, 
will shortly be issued ; till then, the Regulations issued up to the present by the Russian 
and German military railway authorities will remain in force. 

(Signed) Count WALDERSEE, Field^Marshal. 

Army Head-quarters Palace, Peking, 
January 17, 1901. 



Subject. 

DEALING with the transfer of the line from Shanhaikwan to Tangtzun by the 
Russian military authorities to the army head-quarters, thus terminating the Convention 
concluded by the latter and the Russian milicarv authorities on the 13th October, 

1900:— 

1. The following Convention, which takes the place of that concluded at Tien-tsin bn 
the 13th October between the army head-quarters and the Russian military authorities, has 
the same object as the former Agreement, i.e., merely to regulate the military use of the 
railway in the interests of all the allied armies, and especially brings about no alteration in 
proprietary claims. 

2. The Russian military authorities hand over to the disposal of the officer in 
supreme command of the allied troops the line between Yangtzun and Shanhaikwan, the 

' greater part of which has-been taken possession of, restored, and also worked by Russian 
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: troops. Tbe traasfer iDcludes ail grounds used by the Railway A^ministratioD,, means pf 
working, worksbops^ and. materials, uiUess speeiaj Regulation^ a^ Jater herein la^d 
down. I I 

3. Tbe Russian military authorities reserve for themselves those portions of the 
railed road uod. means of ,working(^tl)(6,Une belonging to the station of Shankaikwan which 
are necessary i 4 qrder to w.oxk the line Sbapfeaikvfan to Newchwang, Tbe division of the 
station at Shaphaikwanj which wilLcon^equently be necessary, will be arranged by special 
Agreement, which will be concluded at the spot by representatiy,^c|' of the Russian 
military authorities and of army head-quarters. 

4. The Russian military authorities further reserve possession of all the workshops, 
workshops* fittings, and stores at Shanhaikwan proved Jo have served the purposes of 
bridge construction, or to have been destined for such a purpose. If it should appear to 
the army head-quarters advisable to make use of the fittings of the above-mentioned 
property' for the purpose of bridge construction, the Russian military authorities will not 
refuse their co-operation to that end. • 

5. The whole of the rolling-stock belonging to, or actually upon, the line Peking to 
Newchwang, inclusive of the branch line from Sinminting, will be go divided as to leave 
three-fifths of it at the disposal of the line from Shanhaikwan to Peking, and two-fifths for 
the Kne from Shanhaikwan to Newchwang. Should the army head-quarters desire it, the 
Russian military authorities will, in case of military necessity, lend half the share of 
material allotted to them on payment of the following prices per piece and per day :-t- , 



Triple br more coupled locomotiveH' ' 
Double coupled locomotiyes 

Lighter locomotives .. 

Passenger carriages of all classes 

Luiigage vans 

Large trucks to carry 20 tons or more 

Smaller trucks to cany less than 20 ions. . 



Mex. dols. 
20 
16 

10 

U 

r 

H 

1 



The individual division, in which due consideration must be had respecting capability, 
suitability, origin, and age of the locomotives, carriages, &c., will be determined on the 
spot, in a similar manner to that in No. 3. 

6. All engines and passenger-carriages will in the future actually remain on thiat 
portion of the line to which they for the future belong in accordance with Article V. 
Trucks must be taken over from one part of the line to the other, but a diminution on one 
part is to be remedied in due course by the other part, either by returning the stock 
which does not belong to them as quickhr as may be, or else by transferring their own 
stock. 

Should the Russian military authorities make use of the line Shanhaikwan Statioh- 
Chingwantao Harbour-Chingwantao, they are not to be charged any higher rates than the 
other allies. 

7. The Russian military authorities will come to a separate understanding with the 
Representatives of each Power with regard to the repayment of the expenses they have 
incurred by forwarding troops or property of the allied armies. 

8. Should any agreements have been concluded by the Russian military authorities 
with third parties, which might entail obligations on the Direction of the Shanhaikwan- 
Peking line, such agreements must be brought to the knowledge of the army head-quarters. 
It cannot be permitted to fulfil obligations for which special sanction has not up to that 
time been obtained. 

9. The Russian and German military railway authorities will give each other receipts 
in the case of materials which, for the purpose of building and working the single line, up 
to now Russian and German, have been bought, and either handed over or exchanged for 
mutual advantage. 

10. War and military material which is at the present time still at the stations of 
Tien-tsin, Tongku, and Peitang can remain stored there until the opening of navigation 
permits of its removal. 

11. The actual transfer of the>line commences on the 6th (I9th) January, and must 
he completed by thB 12th (25th) January. After this time tbe working and protection of 
the line is taken over by the army head-quarters. 

12.. Before signature of the Convention the Russian Representative present declared 
that the Russian Army Administration looks upon the line itself as the immedifitte 
guarantee for the costs they have incorred in the restoration of the line. 

Upon the declaration by the represelntatives of army head.quarter»:that this point was 
beyond the limits of militaiy ne^Q&i%tions, and that army head-quarterft was quite unable 
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to take up any positron with regard to it, the Russian Representative said he would not 
add a condition to the Ck)nvention in the sense of the above-mentioned declaration. 

For Army Head-quarters : 

Chief of the Staff, 
(Signed) von SOHWARZHOFF. 

For the Russian Military Authorities, 

(Signed) Colonel von KELLER. 

True copy : 
(Signed) Major Baueb. 

Army Head^quarters Winter Palace^ 
January 4(17), 1901. 



No. 149. 

Acting Consul- General Campbell to the Marquess of LanscUnvne. — (Received March 16.) 

My Lord, THen-tsin, January 31, 1901. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copies of a despatch and inclosure which I sent to Sir 
E. Satow on the 29th instant regarding the Russian Concession at this port. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) 0. W. CAMPBELL. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 149. 
Acting Consul- General Campbell to Sir E. Satow. 

Sir, THen-tsin, January 29, 1901. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose what 1 believe to be an authentic copy and translation 
of the Chinese version of the Agreement referred to by the Russian Consul in his Circular 
of the 6th January (Inclosure No. 1 in my despatch of the 7th January). As yoa 
will observe, the terms of it leave room for modification of the area to be definitely 
included within the hmits of the Russian Concession. 

I desire, however, to draw your attention to that part of Article 1 in which it is laid 
down that the *' salt-heap area ** (or areas) is to be excluded from the Concession. The 
salt hea|)s line the bank of the river above and below the railway station, and the 
"area** may or may not be construed to include the foreshore belonging to the Chinese 
Railway Administration, which lies between two collections of salt heaps ; but they are 
mainly opposite the French Concession and they just fail to reach that portion ot the bank 
opposite the British Concession. 

The effect is, therefore, to exclude, %vithout saying it in so many words, what may- 
be called the French frontage, leaving the whole of the British frontage and half of the 
German to form the bund of the Russian •Concession. 

T am sending copies of this despatch and inclosures to Lord Lansdowne. 

I have, &a 
(Signed) C. W. CAMPBELIv 



Inclosure 2 in No. 149. 
Agreement concluded between M. de Giers and Viceroy Li, dated December 31, 1900» 

(Translation.) 

WHEREAS Russian trade at Tien-tsin being on the increase, it is necessary that 
Russia should obtain a Concession to enable her merchants to reside there and establish 
business premises ; and 

Whereas the Chinese Government has consented to set apart a Russian Concession 
to the north-east of Tien-tsin city ; 

His Excellency li. Viceroy of Chihli, &e., and M. de Giers, Minister Plenipotentiary 
of Russia, &c., have concluded an Agreement, the terms of which are as follows : — 

Article 1. The Russian Concession at Tien-tsin shall be established to the east of Ihe 



Digitized by 



Google 



103 

river, and shall be a plot roughly included within the boundary-marks which have been 
greeted. The salt area bordering the river, which is within these marks, shall, as it involves 
interests of importance, be excluded from the Concession. 

Art. 2.* Alterations which may be necessary when the Concession comes to be 
surveyed and delimited, and all matters connected with the administration of the plot 
"vvrhich concern the interests of land-owners, shall be dealt with in accordance with the 
regulations and practice obtaining in other foreign Concessions. Special Deputies shall 
he appointed by both Governments to draw up the various regulations for the management 
of the Russian Concession. 

In token whereof duplicate copies of this Agreement have been signed and sealed, 
embodying the above Articles with reference to the Russian Concession at Tien-tsin. 

Done at Peking, this 10th day of the Uth moon in the 26th year of Kwang 
Hsu (31st December, 1900). 



No. 150. 
Major-General Barrotv to India Office. — (Communicated by India Office, March 16.) 

-(Telegraphic.) Peking, March 15, 1901. 

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL GASELEE'S telegram of the 9th March. 

Bussians placed sentries across t]ie siding this morning, to prevent working. Small 
Russian reinforcements arriving Tien-tsin by rail. 

After consulting British Minister I have telegraphed to General Campbell : — 

Telegram begins: You should endeavour to avoid collision pending reference to 
the Borne Government. Instruct railway to refuse facilities to Russian troops either at 
8hanhaikwan» Tong Eu, or Tien-tsin until they have vacated all railway property. Can 
jou not continue working portions of the ground not occupied ? Above subject to any 
orders you may get direct from Sir A. Gaselee. Ends. 



No. 161. 
MajoT'General Barrow to India Office. — {Comm.unicated by India Office, March 16.) 

<Telegraphic.) Peking, March 16, 1901. 

SEE my telegram of the 15th March. 

I have received following telegram from General Campbell : '* I have interviewed 
General Wogack. He states that he had strict orders to stop work, and has been 
reprimanded for allowing it to continue so long. He proposed we should withdraw 
troops^ and, as he is going to Port Arthur day after to-morrow, offered to arrange for 
separate siding for the use of the allies, with the sanction of Russian authorities. 
Executive Officer would commence de novo by asking leave to pass over disputed land, 
thereby giving military acknowledgment of Russian claim. I expressed to him my 
thanks for his courtesy. Troops remain where they were.*' Ends. 

General Campbell had not heard from Sir A. Gaselee, so I told him that his action 
appeared to me correct, subject to any orders from the latter. 

Have just received repeated telegram from Gaselee to Campbell ordei*s for 
suspension of work and settlement of the title to land by diplomatic action, also, if 
possible, mutual withdrawal of guards. Campbell doubtless acting upon this, as 
:strained situation is dangerous. Solicit instructions as early as possible. 



♦ The Chinese of this Article is not clear. The meaning of the last sentence is probably that special 
Deputies shall be appointed by both Governments to draw up the Regulations governing the two matters referred 
to in the first sentence. 
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- No. 152. 

^ ^' Mdjofr*&enemt 'Barrow to India Office^ — {Communicated by India Office^ March J 6.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking^ March 16, 1901. 

GENERAL CAMPBELL received visit from General Wogack^l^^t ni^t. He was 
aiyxious to avoid ooUision, bi^tjiisj/order^ preehide withdrawal. , l^oih gu^^ds remain in 
situation, but have strict orders against aggressive actiop, JOisturbance is not 
anticipated.' , ,^ 



No. 153. 
-Bir-E. Stttow fothe Mm^ifue^s-ofLansdowne. — {Received March 1 6.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking, March 16, 1901. 

1 LEABN that General Lome Campbell, at Tien-tsin, has been informed by the 
Russian General that he can suggest no other solution than that we should withdraw the 
British guard and working party ; further, that we should request permission of the 
Russian authorities to construct the railway siding for international use. 

The instructions given to the British General Officer Commanding at Tien-tsin are 
that he should keep the peace, while holding his ground, though the attitude assumed 
by the Russian soldiers is reported to be rather of a provocative nature. 

No. 154 

India Office to Lieutenant-General Sir A. Gaselee. — {Communicated by India Office^ 

March 16.) 

(Telegraphic.) India Office, March 15, 1901. 

YOUR telegram of the 9th March. 

You should represent facts to Waldersee and request his support, as the Railway 
Convention was made between Waldersee and Russians. Point out that unless Bussians 
carry out their part of the agreement, it cannot be expected that British will give them 
railway facilities granted conditionally. 



No. 155. 

Major- General Barrow to India Office. — {Communicated by India Office, March 16.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking, March 16, 1901. 

IN answer to your telegram of the 15th March I will see Schwartzoff, Chief of 
Staff. Waldersee unfortunately gone to Kiao-chau. 

No. 156. 

India Office to Lieutenant^ General Sir A. Gaselee. :^{Cammuni€ated by India Office, 

March 16.) 

(Telegraphic). India Office, March 16, 1901. 

, COUNT WALDERSEE, as Commander-in-chief of the allied forces in Chih-li, can 
most conveniently settle the dispute which has arisen as to right of British' and Russian 
troops to occupy certain points. 

You should, therefore, apply to him to settle the immediate differences between 
the British and Russian military authorities at Tien-tsin, reserving the question of the 
validity of the Concession as a whole, or of proprietary rights within it, tor future 
examination. 

In the meantime, do not use force except to repel aggression, and do not eject 
Bnssian sentries. 

Foreign Office is communicating with Sir B. Satow. 
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No. 157. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir F. Lascelles. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office^ March 16, 1901. 

' A TELEGRAM has been received, dated the 15th March, from His Majesty's 
Minister at Peking, reporting that sentries have been placed by the Russian military 
authorities on a piece of land at Tien-tsin which the Chinese Northern Railway claim 
as their property, and where a siding was being constructed by the British military 
authorities, their object being to prevent this work being proceeded with. 

The land in question forms part of that recently appropriated as a Concession by 
the ^Russians. 

Instructions have been sent to General Gaselee to the eflTect that the question as 
to the right of British and Russian troops to occupy certain points is one which Count 
Waldersee, as Commander-in-chief of the allied forces in Chihli, can most conve- 
niently settle. 

He has therefore been directed to apply to Count Waldersee to settle the imme- 
diate differences which have arisen between the British and Russian military authorities 
at Tien-tsin, while reserving for future examination the question of the validity of the 
Concession as a whole, or of proprietary rights within it for future examination. 

He is not, in the meantime, to eject the Russian sentries, or to make use of force, 
fexcept to repel aggression on their part. 

I request that you will urge the German Government at once to issue instructions 
to Count Waldersee to act in the manner proposed above. 

No. 158. 

The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir E. Satow. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, March 16, 1901. 

AKGLO-RUSSIAN dispute at Tien-tsin. 

Instructions are being given to the General Officer Commanding in China by 
telegraph to the effect that the dispute is one which Count Waldersee, as Commander- 
in-chief of the allied forces in Chih-li, can most conveniently settle. 

He is therefore instructed to apply to Count Waldersee to settle the immediate 
differences which have arisen between the British and Russian military authorities at 
Tien-tsin, while reserving for future examination the question of the validity of the 
Russian Concession as a whole or of proprietary rights within it. 

He is not, in the meantime, to eject the Russian sentries, or to make use of force 
except to repel aggression on their part. 

You should afford a]J[ the assistance in your power to the General Officer 
Commanding in strengthening the argument as to the right of British troops to 
remain M'here they are which he will address to Count Waldersee. 

Ilis Majesty's Ambassador at Berlin has been instructed to request the German^ 
Government to give Count Waldersee the requisite instructions. 



No. 159. 
Major^General Barrow to India Office. — (Communicated by India Office^ March VJ.y 

(Telegraphic.) Peking, March 17, 1901. 

I HAVE received following telegram from Campbell : — 

"No change in situation. Guards face each other on the ground in question. 
By arrangement with Wogack neither side advances. I tried again to arrange mutual 
and synchronous withdrawal of both, but fouled, as he said he could not recognize any 
terms involving movement of Russian troops within Russian territory except on 
Russian initiative. Practically, he wishes the movement to be acknowledgment of our 
having committed armed trespass on Russian territory. Guards therefore remain as 
before. To-morrow General Wogack leaves for Port .^^hur." Message ends. 

[202] P 
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No. 160. 

Major^'Oeneral Barrow to India Office.--^{Communicaled by India Office ^ March 17.) 

(Telegraphic.) PeUng, March 17, X901. ^ 

PLEASE see your telegram of 16th March. 
/ I saw Sohwartzoff yesterday ; also addressed him officially. I am suggesting that 
hoth parties should he told to withdraw troops from disputed point by Keld-Marshal 
Gonmianding-in-chief Local authorities have always been most averse to give up 
railway. 

No. 161. 
Major^General Barrow to India Office. — {Communicated by India Office March 18.) 

fTelegraphic.) Peking, March 18, 1901. 

IN continuation of my telegram of 17th March : 

In the name of Field-Marshal, General SchwarzhofE will order both parties to 
withdraw troops and discontinue work pending a settlement of question in dispute 
between the two Governments. Irrespective of the question of proprietarv rights, 
construction of siding is essential to the service of the allied forces, and, therefore, 
concurrence of the Kussian Government should be obtained for the construction. 



No. 162. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 19, 1901. 

GENERAL BAEROW, in his telegram of 18th March (communicated to this 
I Department on the 18th instant), states that, irrespective of the question of proprietary 

lights over the land at Tien-tsin occupied by the Russians^ the construction of a railway 
siding at that place is essential to the service of the allied forces. 

If this is the case, it appears to the Marquess of Lansdowne that the Commander- 
in-chief of the allied forces in Pechili should give the requisite instructions to the 
British military authorities to construct their siding and to the Russian military 
authorities not to oppose its construction, the rights to the land traversed being left for 
future discussion and settlement. 

I am directed by his Lordship to suggest that the General Officer Commanding the 
British contingent should be instructed to represent this view to Field-Marshal Count 
von Waldersee. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 



No. 163. 

Sir C. Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received March 20.) 

(Telegraphic.) St. Petersburgh, March 20, 1901. 

' WHEN I saw Count Latnsdorff to-day, he spoke to me of his own initiative with 
reference to recent occurrences at Tien-tsin, and stated that both be and the Minister of 
War had not yet received details, but that they were both anxious to avoid possible 
complications. 

• *■ M. de Giers has been instructed to report by telegraph, but his EKcellency desired 
me to submit to your Loi*dship^ at once, a proposal that orders may be sent for tli< 
simultaneous withdrawal of troops of both nationalities from the ground in dispute^ while 
the g[uestion of tUle and proprietary rigKts' shall be res*erved"Tor examination betweeirthe 
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•'t^o GoveH^tnents* if His Majesty's Government agree to adopt ^this course, the Ilu6(»iiiii 
* Minister of War will immediately telegraph^ impli^instructiona in this sense. i 

Tbe Imperial Government is, Count Lamsdorff assured me, most anxjous to aKQld 

anything tbat might lead to friction between the two Governments or give China reason 

to believe that there was any serions disagreement between us. 



No. 16du 

India Office to Major-General Barrow. — {Communicated by India Office, March 20.) 

(Telegraphic.) India Office, March 20, 1901. 

THE situation in Tien-tsin has become acute owing to allegation by Russians 
that British troops have offered affront to Eussian flag. As there is a dispute with 
3^gard to the facts, we are content to refer them to Count Waldersee, or to aAy 
CJourt which he may appoint, upon the understanding that if either side is found to 
have committed irregularities it shall apologize to the other. The construction of the 
Tiding, vrhich is, we are advised, essential for the convenience of the allied forces, 
shoxQd be continued under any conditions which Count Waldersee may think desirable, 
subject to the reservations mentioned in my telegram of 16th March, till matters are 
settled. Either General Gaselee or General Barrow should be on the spot at Tien-tsin. 



No. 165. 

India Office to Foreign Office, — (Received March 21.) 

Sir, India Office, March 20, 1901. 

I AM directed to forward herewith, for the information of the Marquess, of 
Lansdowne, copy of three telegrams, dated the 19th and 20th instant^ which have been 
received from General Barrow, relating to the situation at Tien-tsin. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) HARDWICKR 



Inclosure 1 in No. 165. 
Major-General Barrow to India Office. 



(Telegraphic.) Peking, March 19, 1901. 

REFERK.1NG to my telegram of 18th March : 

Wogack has replied to SchwartzhofF's telegram, regretting inability to accept pronosed 
arrangement, as the question in dispute has nothing to do with the feet of armed violation 
of the ground demarcated by Russian flags ; this is not regarded by Schwartzhoff as final, 
as his letter on the subject had not reached Wogack. Moreover, former wishes to await 
Reld-Marshars return to-night. I propose, if necessary, to. reinforce garrison by Australians 
ftom here and marines from Taku : also by detachment of Hong Kong regiment now on 
the railway, and am making preliminary arrangements. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 165. 
Major- General Barrow to India Office. 



(Telegraphic.) Peking, March 19, 190L 

1 HAVE received following telegram from General Campbell : — 
*^Ko change in position of guards. Russians running a road along the bank of river 
which, at present width and alignment, will cut position of our sentries at the head of 
siding to-morrow. I have sent courteous message hoping that sentries' beat may not be 
interfered with, as my orders preclude moving the sentries. I have received letter fr6m 
12021 P2 



Digitized by 



Google 



108 

Wogack accusing us of having moved Russian boundary pillars, which is not the case. 
Letter goes on to demand, irrespective of what ownership of land may be, that British 
military authorities should apologize for violating Russian territory as demarcated by their 
flags. I propose simplj to acknowledge its receipt/' 



Inclosure 3 in No. 165. 
Major- General Barrow to India Office. 



(Telegraphic.) Peking, March 20, 1901. 

IN continuation of my telegram of 1 9th March : 

I am dispatching 100 marines from Taku, 60 Australians from here, and 200 Hong 
Kong regiment to reinforce Tien-tsin garrison, in case of untoward disturbance. I have 
telegraphed to Wei-hai Wei to detain Gaselee. Field-Marshal Commanding-in-chief has 
arrived at Tien-tsin. I have given orders for Campbell to see him at once and explain 
the situation to him. 



No. 166. 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir F. Lascelles. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, March 20, 1901. 

INSTRUCTIONS have been sent to the General Officer Commanding British 
troops in China as follows : — 

'' The situation at Tien*tsin has become acute, owing to a Russian allegation that 
an a£Eront has been offered to the Russian flag hy British troops. 

" As there is a dispute with regard to the facts, we are content to refer them to 
Count Waldersee, or to any Court which he may appoint, upon the understanding 
that if either side is found to have committed irregularities, it shall apologize to the 
other/* 

Subject to the reservations mentioned in my telegram of the 16th March, the 
continuation of the siding, which is, we are advised, essential for the convenience 
of the allied forces, should be proceeded with under any conditions which Count 
Waldersee may think desirable. (See my telegram of the 16th March.) 

You should urge the German Grovemment.to send Count Waldersee the requisite 
orders. 



No. 167. 

Sir F. Lascelles to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received March 21.) 

^(Telegraphic.) Berlin, March 21, 1901. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship, in reply to your telegram 
of 20th March, that the night before last Count Waldersee was instructed by telegraph 
to take cognizance of the Anglo-B/Ussian dispute at Tien-tsin should the British 
Commanding Ofl&cer appeal to him, and leaving to the two Governments to settle the 
question of light, to decide the question from a military point of view only. 

No. 168. 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C Scott. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, March 21, 1901. 

DISPUTE at Tien-tsin. 

Ifou should inform Count Lamsdorff that His Majesty's Government entirely 
concur in the policy indicated in the final sentence of your telegram of the 
20th March, 

This has already been shown hy the proposals contained in my telegram 
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to Sir P. Lascelles of the 16th March, which accord in principle with those which 
Count Xiamsdorff now makes. 

Our military authorities will he instructed to carry out the withdrawal of our 
troops from the disputed points simultaneously with that of the Russians. 

In order to avoid aU risk of misunderstanding as to matters of detail, I think 
it should be arranged that such withdrawal shall be to the satisfaction of Count 
Waldersee. 

Questions as to the validity of the Concession and of proprietary rights within it 
must be reserved for future examination^ and, as we have ahready said, the settlement 
of the military difficulty must be without prejudice to them. 



No. 169. 

India Office to Major-Geaeral Barrow. — {Communicated by India Office^ March 22.) 

(Telegraphic.) India Office, March 21, 1901. 

THE Kussian Government has made proposal for immediate simultaneous with- 
drawal of troops on both sides from disputed points, leaving all questions of title and 
proprietary right for future examination between the two Governments. Russian 
Minister of War will, we understand, telegraph explicit instructions in this sense. 
You should infqrm Count Waldersee, confidentially, that His Majesty^s Government 
has agreed to this proposal, and they have further suggested to the Russian Govern^- 
ment that the joint withdrawal of troops is to be carried out to. his satisfaction, so that 
Bill risk of misunderstanding as to matters of detail may be avoided. 



No. 170. 
Sir C. Scott to the Marquees of fuansdovme. — {Received March 22.) 

(Telegraphic.) St. Petersburgh, March 22, 1901. 

I READ to Count Lamsdorff the message contained in your Lordship's telegram 

of the 21st instant, calling his special attention to the last paragraph. His Excellency 
' expressed his pleasure at receiving it, and added that he was glad to learn, in a telegram 

wmch he had received from M. de Giers, that amicable explanations and a settlement 

"between the Russian and British military authorities, without Count Waldersee's 
' intervention, had satisfetctorily closed the military incident. 

The removal of a Russian post, for which, as it was now explained, the British 

military authorities were in no way responsible, had apparently been the cause of 

alleged offence. 



No. 171. 

India Office to Foreign Office. — {Received March 23.) 

Sir, India Office, March 22, 1901. 

I AM directed to forward herewith, for the information of the Marquess of 
Lansdowne, copies of telegrams which have been received from the General Officer 
Commanding, China, dated the 21st and 22nd March, 1901. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) E. STEDMAN, Major- General, 

Military Secretary. 
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Indosnre 1 in Xo. 171. -^ < ' - ' 'ft 

Major-General Harrow to India Oj^ce. ' ' 

(Telegraphic.) Pefcmsr,MarcA 21, 1901. 

I HAVE to report that Tien-tsin incident is closed. Met by Wogack here to-day, 
and in Field-Marshal's presence arranged amicable withdrawal of sentries both sides, 
5 o*clock morning '22nd March. Engaged not to renew work at siding pending the 
receipt of orders of Oovernment. 1 am therefore ordering Marine Light Infantry 
back to Taku. When I have received Grierson's translation of German t^xt I will 
telegraph more fully. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 171. 
Major- General Barrow to India Office. 



(Telegraphic.) Peking, March 22, 1901. 

1 HAVE received your Lordship's telegram of 20th March. 

I am not aware that there has been any afiront upon the Bnssian flag, nor did 
Russian General press that point at the meeting 21st March. I refused to discuss 
the question of validity, but gave assurance no insult to flag was intended. I hope 
mutual withdrawal of the guards, morning 22 nd March, will render farther 
reference to the Field-Marshal Commanding-in-chief unnecessary, especially as Wogack 
does not ask for apology. I will go to Tien-tsin if matter not settled as arranged for 
22nd March, but absence from here most inconvenient to public business, as Gaselee has 
gone to Shanghae. After hearing from Tien-tsin I will send full particulars asked for. 



No. 172. 

India Office to Foreign Office. — (Received March 23.) 

Sir, India Office, March 23, 1901. 

IN continuation of this Department letter, dated the 22nd March, I am directed 
to forward herewith, for the information of the Marquess of Lansdowne, copy of 
telegram, dated the 22nd instant, received from the General Officer Commandingi 
China, and one from the Secretary of State for India to the General Officer Commanding, 
China. 

I am, &o. 
(Signed) E. STEDMAN, Major- General, 

Militar%i Secretary^ 

Inclosure 1 in No. 172. 

Major-General Barrow to India Office. 

(Telegraphic.) Peking, March 22, 1901. 

IN continuation of my telegram of 21st March. Abbreviated text of the agreemeut 
signed by Waldersee, Barrow, and Wogack is as follows : — 

" With a view to the termination of the incident caused by the construction of the 
siding for international use, at a meeting held at Field-Marshars head-qnarters 2l8t 
March Barrow declared : firstly, that no insult to the Russian flag was intended by Britisb 
authorities, and that alleged removal from boundaries marked, carried out neither under 
instruction nor with the knowledge of the same ; secondly, that work will not continoe 
until right of possession regulated by two Governments, or a mutual agreement arrived 
at; thirdly, that the British guard and sentries will be withdrawn. Wogack declares 
that the Russian guard and sentries shall also withdraw. For withdrawal agreed that 
both guards fall in at 5 o'clock morning 22nd March at guard tent, that sentries be 
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withdrawn to them, that both guards then present arms, whereupon officers commanding, 
^ball turn about guard and march off." 

I refused to discuss at the meeting the qu^tion of proprietary rights or the validity 
of our action, and I said that all he and I were concerned with was the termination of the > 

acute tension caused by the propinquity of the troops. \ 

, • Campbell ^ut^just reported mutual withdrawal has takeh place ia accordance with, the V 

agreement reported above. ^ 
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iBclosnre 2 in ]^o. 172. 
Majar^Oeneral Barrow to India Office. 

(Telegraphic.) Pekinq, March 22, 1901. 

I HAVE received following tel^ram from Campbell : — 

** All quiet to*day : the Russians have, however, continued work and plantation of fresh 
flags on the siding itself.? 

This is absolutely contrary to understanding with Wogack, which was based on idea 
oisteiu$ 9U0* J shall report to Field-Marshal Commanding-in*chief to-morrow morning. 
It is (oecesaary to insist that all Sags and landmarks not there prior to e{usode shall be 
removed. 

Indosure 3 in No. 172. 
India Office to Major-General Barrow. 

(Telegraphic.) India Office, March 22, 1901. 

IN reply to your telegram of 22nd March : 

Arrangements arrived at on 21st March supersede suggestions made in telegrams sent 
previous to that meeting. 

You need take no action as regards alleged affront to Russian flag unless some fresh 
difficulty occurs. No need now for General Gaselee or you to go to, or remain at, 
Tien-tsin. 



No. 173. 
The Marquess of Lansdovme to Sir C. Scott. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, March 23, 1901. 

IN ek telegram dated the 22nd March, the General Officer Commanding British 
troops at Tien-tsin reported that all was quiet that day, but that the Russians had 
continued work, and were planting fresh flags on the siding itself. * 

You should make a representation to the Russian Government on the subject, 
pointing out that these proceedings in regard to the site now in dispute are not in accord- 
ance either with the spirit or the terms of the Agreement made between the military 
authorities of the two countries, the maintenance of the status quo being the base upon 
which that Agreement was concluded. 

You should urge the Russian Government to issue instructions that all flags and 
landmarks not there prior to the recent incident be removed. 



No. 174. 

Sir C Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — (Received March 25.) 

My Lord, 8L Petersburgh, March 20^ 1901. 

WHEN I attended Count Lamsdorff^s reception lo-day, he told me that he had been 
startled by the reports which he had read in the press telegrams of a tension at Tien-tsin 
between the Russian and British military authorities, in consequence of a disputed title to 
land. He was very imperfectly acquainted with the circumstances^ but had at X)nc^ 
telegraphed to M^ de Giere to report full details ; meanwhile he had seen General 
Kuropatkine, who was equally in the dark as to the merits of the dispute^ but as 
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determibed as he was himself not to allow this matter, if possible; to develop '^ia to 
an incident which would cause any friction between our two Governments! lirVR 

I fold Count Lamsdorff what I had learnt of the controversy from tel^rams which I 
had received. 

He said that the Russian Government, when obtaining a Concession at Tien-tsin 
similar to those of other nationalities, had had no desire to trench on any proprietary 
rights, but to do so in a perfectly normal manner. 

The Minister of War had entirely agreed with him that every risk of accidental 
collision between our troops must be promptly averted, and he would therefore ask me to 
propose by telegraph to your Lordship to agree that the question of title and proprietary 
rights should be reserved for examination between the two Governments. Genera) 
Kuropatkine, he said, had telegraphed for a plan of the ground, and that meantime orders 
should be sent at once to withdraw on both sides our troops from the disputed 
ground. 

If His Majesty's Government agreed to this, General Kuropatkine would at once send 
explicit instructions in this sense to the Russian military authorities. 

He said that he thought that this would be a better plan than asking the Com<- 
mander-in-chief to interfere in the matter. 

He begged me to assure your Lordship that the sincere desii^e of the Russian 
Government was to avoid at this moment any possible cause of friction between our 
Governments, and not to present to the Chinese Government any appearance of even a 
slight disagreement between us. 

I promised to telegraph his Excellency's proposal to your Lordship at once, and I 
asked whether it would not be prudent on the part of General Kuropatkine to lose no 
time in instructing the Russian General to entertain at once any proposal ^hich might be 
made to him by the British military authorities on the spot for a simultaneous withdrawal 
of armed troops from the ground in dispute. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES S. SCOTT. 

No. 175. 

Sir C. Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received March 25.) 

My Lord, St. Petersburgh, March 21, 1901. 

WITH reference to my despatch of yesterday's date, I have the honour to report 
that I asked Count Lamsdorff to satisfy my personal curiosity by explaining how 
the Russian Government had obtained a valid Concession at Tien-tsin, in the abnormal 
circumstances of the absence from Peking of any Central Government, and while the 
Province of Pechili and Tien-tsin itself were in temporary occupation by the allied 
forces. 

He replied that the Concession had, he understood, been obtained in the ordinary way^ 
and other Powers had also obtained similar Concessions, and that Li Hung-chang bad 
full powers from the Central Government. I did not press the question any further or 
ascertain whether Li Hung-chang had conceded it in his capacity of Viceroy of Chibli or 
as joint Plenipotentiary at Peking. 

I said, however, that I saw that your Lordship had suggested that the question ot 
the validity of the Concession, as well as of the proprietary rights, might be reserved for 
examination. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES S. SCOTT. 

No. 176. 

• Major^General Barrow to India Office. — {Communicated by India Office, March 25.} 

(Telegraphic.) Peking, March 24, 1901. 

I HEAR from MacDonald that Russians are working at the disputed ground ia 
such a way as to render our position untenable. 1 do not quite understand 
him, and have telegraphed for diagram and explanation ; unless it is insisted on at 
St. Petersburgh that all work cease on the spot, it is clear that there will be more 
friction and more trouble. 
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No. 177. 
Sir C. Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — (Received March 25.; 

(Telegraphic.) St. Pelersburgh March 25, 1901. 

IMMEDIATELY upon receipt of your Lordship's telegram of the 23rd instant, I 
communicated its substance to Coimt ikmsdorff with a private letter in which I said 
that as his Excellency had assured me that both he and General Kuropatkine were 
extremely anxious that the importance of a serious incident should not be given to the 
question, I expected that immediate instructions in the desired sense would readily be 
telegraphed to the Russian authorities at Tien-tsin. 

His Excellency will no doubt reply to my letter after he has seen General 
Kuropatkine. 

No. 178. 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. Scott.^ 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, March 25, 1901. . 

BRITISH and Russians at Tien-tsin. 

The British Military authorities telegraph that the Russians are working on 
the disputed ground at Tien-tsin in such a way as to render untenable the British 
position. 

No. 179. 
Sir C. Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — (Received March 26.) 

(Telegraphic.) St. Petersburgh, March 2^, 1901. 

I COMMUNICATED the substance of your Lordship's telegram to Count 
Lamsdorff yesterday, and, at the same time, pressed that immediate information 
with regard to the instructions dispatched to Tien-tsin, in order to terminate a mis- 
understanding which threatened to assume a serious character, should be communicated 
to me. 

At an interview which I had with his Excellency to-day, he informed me that, on 
receiving my first letter, he had at once requested General Kuropatkine to direct that ^ 
instructions should be sent immediately to the military authorities, and he had himself 
dispatched telegrams to Tien-tsin and to Peking demanding explanations, and insisting 
that the terms of whatever agreement had been come to between the Russian and 
British authorities should be strictly observed. 

It had not been possible for him to se« General Kuropatkine yesterday, but he 
was expecting to hear from him at any moment, and then a reply to my last letter 
would at once be given. 

His Excellency told me confidentially that the reason why Count Waldersee 
should have been associated with the Agreement had not been clearly understood by 
General Kuropatkine, as his command-in-chief did not extend to the small Russian 
detachments left in Pechili, but only to the troops actually operating in that province. 

In reply, I said that the iDcident, as I understood it, was a railway question, and 
that the disposition of troops on the railway was a matter in which the Commander- 
in-chief was essentially concerned ; the disputed ground was claimed as the property 
of the railway, and it was for the use of the international troops that the construction 
of the siding was requisite. 

At the same time, I reminded his Excellency that, whenever we remonstrated 
against any proceedings of the Russian military authorities in connection with the 
railway, the Russian Foreign Office referred us to the mandate for its occupation 
which the international Commander-in-chief had given them, and said that they 
would not restore it to us or to the railway administration, but only to him. 

When, I added, we had complained of the proceedings of the Russian military 
authorities, our complaints had generally been met by denials of the accuracy of our 

• Also lo Sir F. Lascelles. 
[202] Q 
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information^ and it was, in my opinion^ a very wise precaution that, on this occasion,, 
in order that subsequent misunderstanding of the agreement should be avoided, we 
should call in an impartial witness. 

These remarks of mine his Excellency took note of for the enlightenment of 
General Kuropatkine. 

In conclusion, I said that the terms oi the agreement which he had proposed to 
me had been loyally complied with by us, and I looked to him to ensure that the 
Bussians on their side should observe it with equal loyalty. 



No. 180. 

India Office to Foreign Office. — (Received March 28.) 

Sir, India Office, March 26, 1901 . 

I AM directed to forward herewith, for the information of the Marquess of Lansdowne,. 
copy of a despatch dated Peking, the *2t)rd January last, which has been received from 
Lieutenant-General Sir Alfred Gaselee, commanding the British force in Northern China^ 
relating to the Military Convention by which the Shanhaikwan-Yangtsun line of railway 
was transferred by the Russians to army head-quarters. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 180. 

r ~ Lieutenant' Oeneral Sir A. Gaselee to Lord G. Hamilton. 

Head'^quarters, British Contingent, China Field Forcer 
(Extract.) Pekina, January 23, 1901. 

OlS receipt of your telegram of the 16th January last. General Barrow, on 
ray behalf, after consulting the British Legation, formally expressed my concurrence 
to the proposed Military Convention regarding the railway. A copy of his letter, dated' 
the 16th January last, is attached. It will be observed from paragraph 1 of the Con- 
vention that it '* has only in view the regulation of the military working of the railway in 
the interests of alt the allied armies, and in particular introduces no change in the legak 
claims to possession ;'* further, that our concurrence in the Convention was only given on 
the understanding that paragraph 1 above quoted was intended to reserve all political and 
finandal rights. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 180. 
Major-General Barrow to the Chief of the Staff to the Field-Marshal Commanding-in-chief 

January 16, 1901. 
IN continuation of my letter of the 12th January, T have now the honour to 
inform you that I am instructed by Her ^Majesty's Government that having in view the 
inability of the Field-Marshal to deal with matters beyond the Great Wall, no reference to 
that section of the railway is now considered necessary in the proposed military Conven- 
tion ; and that Her Majesty's Government authorize me to concur in the Convention^ 
provided all political and financial rights are reserved, and it is clearly understood and 
stipulated that the partition of rolling-stock and material is only a temporary arrangement, 
without prejudice to those rights. As paragraph 1 of the Convention in the copy now 
iniiialled by me appears to meet these conditions, 1 hereby express my concurrence. 
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No. 181. 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. 8coU. - 

I Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, March 28, 1901. 

TIBlJ-TSXN incident. 

With reference to jour telegram of the 26th mstant, I approre your language 
to Count Lamsdorff reported therein. 



No. 182. 
India Office to Foreign Office.— {Received March 29.) 

Sir, India Office, March 29, 1901. 

I AM directed to forward herewith, for the information of the Marquess of 
Lansdowne, copj of a telegram, dated Peking, 27th March, received from the General 
Officer Commanding, North China, relating to the dispute with the Russians at 
Tien-tain. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) E. 8TEDM AN, Major- Genera/, 

Military Secretary. 



Inclosure in No. 182. 
Major-General Barrow to India Office. 



(Telegraphic.) Peking, March 27, 1901. 

f BAVE to report that MacDonald returned to Tien-tsin to-day ; he says that two 
flags still on the siding. Saw Schwarzhoft to-day, and Ficld-Marshal Commanding-in- 
chief accepts our statement of the case and will take steps to remove the grievance. 



No. 183. 

Sir C. Seott tothe Marquess of Lansdowne.— {Received March 29.) » 

(Telegraphia) St. Petersburgh, March 29, 1901. 

. I HAVE just received a reply from Count Lamsdorff to my letter respecting the 
incident at Tien-tsin. It states that M. de &iei»' inquiries show that no houndary- 
posts have heen planted hy the Russian military authorities, and that the Uussian 
flag was not hoisted on the ground whicli the English guard had occupied. Prior to 
the inddent the Russian flag had heen planted on the ground occupied by the Russian^ 
post. 

Count liamsdorff inforois me that immediately on receipt of my note of the 
24th he communicated with the Minister of War, in order to insure the strict 
observance of our arrangement, and that fresh instructions to Colonel Olinsky, who 
is in command of the military detachment in Pechili, had been sent by M. de Giers^ 
with the same object. 



No. 184. 
Acting Consul- General Campbell to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received April l.) 
My Lord, Tien-tsin, January 10, 1901. 




I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. W. CAMPBELL. 
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fnclosurc 1 in No, 184. 

Acting Consul-General Campbell to Sir E. Salow. 

Sir, Tien-tsin^ January ?, 1901. 

I HA.VE the honour to inclose a copy of the Circular referred to in my 
telegram of yesterday. Mr. Carvill has noted roughly on a plan the limits 
naarked hy the houndary-stones, referred to by M. Popp6. About 2^ miles of the 
river bank are included, and at a rough guess I should say that the area involved is 
over 3,000 mou. For purposes of comparison I give the areas of the different Con- 
cessions as known before June last : — 

British Concession . . 

British Extra Concession . , , » 

German Concession . . 

French Concession , . 

(So-called) United States' Concession . . 





Mou. 




420 




.. 1,656 




.• 1,034 




360 




201 


I have, &c. 




(Signed) G. 


W. CAMPBELL. 



Inclosnre 2 in ]^o. 184. 
M. Popp^ to Con^ls at Tien-tsin, December 24, 1900 {January 6), 1901- 
[See Inelosure 2 in No. 143.] 



Inclosure 3 in No. 184« 
Acting Consul- General Campbell to Sir E. Satow. 

Sir, Tien-tsin, January 7, 1901. 

M. POPPlS called on me to-day with reference to the Circular inclosed in. my 
despatch of to-day*s date, and assured me that the rights of Messrs. Forbes and Co. 
(agents for property owned by Messrs. J. M. Dickinson and E. Cousins) and Messrs. 
Butterfleld and Swire were admitted, and would be scrupulously respected, and 
that the Russian Concession would be managed on the same liberal lines as the 
other foreign Concessions. 

I drew his attention at once to the invasions of the Russian military authorities 
on the rights of the two firms mentioned, and he gave me to understand that he 
disassociated himself and the Russian Ijcgation from the action of General Lin6vitch, 
and that the matter having now passed into his hands, the Russian fibgs planted on 
British property would be removed. 

I said that I was sending his Circular to you, and that for the present I could 
not usefully discuss the general question of a Russian Concession on the left bank of 
the Peiho opposite the British Concession. There were, however, I added, some 
aspects of the matter as it appeared to the British mercantile community here, which 
seemed to me to merit the attention of the Russian authorities. The land opposite 
the British Concession was valuable mainly in consequence of the presence of that 
Concession ; the position of the railway (also resulting in great part from the situation 
of the British Concession) made the land additionally valuable; the properties 
acquired by British subjects on that bank had been purchased with a view to con- 
nection with the railway by sidings, which indeed had been arranged with the 
Railway authorities before the Boxer troubles began ; the river was narrow — becoming 
narrower every year apparently — ^and there was not room for two lines of wharves ; 
the alteration of the status of the ground into a Russian Concession naturally helped 
to bar the way from the British Concession to the railway, and might be productive 
of serious difficulties in the future. Finally I pointed out that the Russian Grovem- 
mentj coming forty years after us, with no reasonable trade interests to support, could 
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not reasonably expect to appropriate all the benefit of our labours and the plum of 
the commercial situation at Tien-tsin, by a stroke of the pen. 

M. Popp^ held that although the cimmercial interests of Russia at Tien-tsin 
were not important, her political interests were, and it was for that reason that she 
wanted such a large Concession ; and that British merchants might rest assured that 
everything would be done to satisfy them and the nationals of other countries, 
because the welfare of the Concession would depend largely on their co-operation. 

I am sending copies of this and my despatch No. 8 to Lord Lansdowne. 

T ll AVA &C 

(Signed) ' C. W. CAMPBELL. 



No. 185. 

Lord G. Hamilton to Major^General Barrow. — {Communicated by India Office, April 2.) 

(Telegraphic.) India Office, March 30, 1901 • 

TOUR telegram of 24th March. 
I shall be glad if you will state precise nature and position of Russian works. 

No. 186, 

Lord G. Hamilton to Major* General Barrow. — {Communicated by India Office, April 2.) 

(Telegraphic.) India Office, April 1, 1901. 

I DESIRE to express liigh approval of correct judgment which you have- 
displayed^ and of the attitude adopted by you throughout recent difficult situation at 
Tien-tsin. 

No. 187. 
Major-General Barrow to India Office. — {Communicated by India Office, April 2.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peking, April 2, 1901. 

PLEASE refer to your Lordship's telegram of 30th ultimo. 

Work referred to has now ceased, but the Russian flag still flies at the river 
head of siding in the disputed area. This flag was not there prior to the incident. 

No. 388. 

Sir C. Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — {Received April 4.) 

(Telegraphic.) St. Petersburgh, April 4, 1901. 

IN a conversation which I had with Count Lamsdorff last night, his Excellency, 
leferrins^ to the Tien-tsin incident, informed me that a telegram had just been received 
from M. de Giers stating that, owing to telegraphic communication having been 
interrupted^ the instructions sent on the 28th March had only just reached him. 

No. 189. 

Lieutenant' General Sir A. Gaselee to India Office. — {Communicated by India Office, 

April 5.) 
(Telegraphic.) Peking, April 4, 1901. 

I HEAR from Campbell that remaining Russian flag in question has disappeared. 
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No. 190. 
' ' The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. Scott. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, April 5, 1901. 

TH£ only remaining Russian flag on the disputed ground !at Tien-tsin has been 
removed. 

No. 191. 
Sir C. Scott to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — (Received April 8.) 

My Lord, St. Petemburgh, March 28, 1901. 

ON i receipt of your Lordship's tel^ram of the 23rd instant, I lost no time ia 
communicating its substance on Sunday evening to Count Lamsdorff in a Memorandum, 
copy pf which I have the honour to inclose, adding in a private letter, copy of which ie also 
inclosed, that knowing that both he and General Kouropatkine were anxious not to let the 
occur r ence s at Tien-tsin assum e t h e aspect of a senons incident, I ie^i sure that-tnstruc. 
tions would at once be telegraphed to the Russian authorities at Tien-tsin in the sense 
desired by your Lordship. 

I placed myself at his disposal if he wished to see me on the subject. 

On the 26th instant I received your Lordship's further telegram, and at once wrote a 
furth(jr letter, copy of which is inclosed, to his Excellency, begging him to enable me, in 
view of the serious . aspect which the situation seemed likely to take, to enable me to 
reassure your Lordship at once as to the nature of the instructions which had be^n sent 
to Tien-tsin. 

Count Lamsdorff received me yesterday, and said that he regretted most sincerely 
that he had not yet been able to reply to my letters. He had not lost a moment in comh 
municating my request to the Minister of War, and, at the same time, he had dispatched 
a telegram to M. de Giers instructing him to report at once what had been done at 
Tien-tsin, and to insist on the strict observance of the arrangement concluded between 
the Russian and British military authorities on the withdrawal of the guards from the 
ground in dispute. 

He had hoped to have met Greneral Kouropatkine on his way back from Tsarskoe- 
5elo the previous day after his audience of the Emperor, but he had unfortunately missed 
him by a few minutes ; he had, howe\rer, sent him my second letter, and was expecting 
every moment to hear from him, and he would then let me know at once what had beetf 
done. 

Speaking quite unofficially, he added that General Kouropatkine had not quite under- 
stood why Count Waldersee had been asked to intervene in the settlement of a matter 
which could, he thought, have been easily arranged between the Russian and British 
Commanders on the spot. 

The Field-Marshal's authority as Commander-in-chief, he observed, was confined to 
the direction of operations in Fechili, but did not extend over the small Russian^ 
detachment left in that province not engaged in operations. 

I replied that, as I understood the question, it had immediate reference to the' 
railway in Pechili ; the ground in dispute was claimed as railway property, on which a 
siding was being constructed to meet the requirements of the international troops, and 
the disposition of troops guarding the railway was, in my opinion, essentially a matter 
which concerned the Commander-in-chief. 

I reminded him that in reply to the representations which His Majesty's Embassy had 
been obliged to make respecting the proceedings of the Russian Military authorities in 
connection with this railway, the Russian Government had referred to the mandate which 
the International Commander-in-chief had given them to occupy the line, and had in an 
official statement said that the line would not be handed back by them to the Railway 
Administration nor to the British Military authorities, but only to Count Waldersee, who 
might make what dispositions he thought best for its occupation and manag;ement. 

I said, further, that most of our complaints of the action of the Russian Military 
authorities in regard to the appropriation- of railway property and removal of stores, 
painting the locomotives in Russian colours, &c., had been rather curtly met by denials of 
the accuracy of our information, and that, under these circumstances, 1 considered it a 
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Tery wise precaution to have secured the services of aa impartial wimess like Count 
Waldersee, in order to avoid all risk of any subsequent misunderstanding of the terms of 
the Agreement arrived at. 

That Agreement, according to my information^ simply dealt with the military side of 
the question, and reserved for settlement between the two Governments the question of 
the validity of the title and proprietary rights involved in the ground in dispute, which was 
meantime to remain in statu quo ante. 

Count Lamsdorff took some notes of my remarks in order to enable him to explain 
matters to General Kouropatkine, as he seemed to bte himself imperfectly Acquainted with 
the local details/ and even with the object of the retention of Russian troops in the 
neighbourhood of the railway line. 

• I concluded my remarks by observing that we had on our side loyally Complied with 
the terms of the Agreement which he had himself proposed to me with the Minister of 
War's approval, and that I looked to his Bxcellency^ to insure that it should be equally 
loyally carried out by the Russian Military authorities at Tien-tsin. 

I subsequently received a letter from Count lamsdorff, of which I have the honour 
to inclose a copy. 

In it he* says that, according to a report just received from M. de Giers, the Russian 
Military authorities had not placed any fresh boundary marks nor hoisted the Russian 
flag on the ground which the British guard had occupied, but that it had been already 
posted on the ground which had been occupied by the Russian guard prior to the incident 
in question. 

He repeated that on receipt of my letters he had at once communicated with the 
Minister of War in order to insure the strict obsei^vance of our Agreement, and that 
M. de Giers had, with the same object, sent further indications to Colonel Glinsky, who is 
at present in command of the Russian Military detachments in Pechili. 

He has since explained to me that there had been some unavoidable delay owing to 
interruption of telegraphic communications. 

(Signed) ' CHARLES S. SCOTT. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 191. 
Sir C. Scott to Count Lamsdorff. 



(Particuli^re.) 

Mon eher Comte, Saint- P^tershourg, le 11 (24) Mars^ 1901. 

JE m'empresse de communiquer & votre Excellence, dans cette forme, et sans 
d^lai, le contenu des instructions que je viens de recevoir du Marquis de Lansdowne. 

Sachant votre d&ir et celui du G^n^ral Kouropatkine, de ne pas donner Timportance 
d'un incident s^ricux ^ ce qui a eu lieu k Tien-tsin, je me flatte que vous m'aiderez 
volontiers ^ aplanir tout malenteiidu, en faisant exp^dier les instructions voulues sans 
(felai ^ votre G^n^ral k Tien-tsin. 

En attendant je me tiens k la disposition de votre Excellence au cas que vousd^siriez 
me voir, et je saisis, &c. 

(Sign^) CHARLES S. SCOTT. 

(Translation.) 
(Private.) 
My dear Count LamsdorflF, St. Petersburg/!, March 11 (2ii), 1901. 

I LOSE no time in communicating to your Excellency in this form the instruc- 
tions which I have just received from the Marquess of Lansdowne. 

Kjiowing your desire, and that of General Kouropatkine, not to attach the im- 
portance of a serious incident to that which has occurred at Tien-tsin, I am pleased to 
think that you will assist me to smooth over any misunderstanding by sending without 
delay to your General at Tien-tsin the instructions desired. 

Meanwhile, I place myself at your Excellency's disposal, in case you should wish 
to see me, and I avail, &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES S. SCOTT. 
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iDclosure 2 in Ko. 191. 

Memorandum. • 

ACCORDING to a telegram received by His Majesty *8 Government from the 
General in command of the British troops at Tien-tsin, and dated the 9tb (22nd) Match, 
everything was quiet there on that date, the guards on both sides having been with- 
drawn, in accordance with the terms of an Agreement signed at the head-quarters of the 
Field- Marsh ul the previous day, by Count Waldersee, General Barrow, and General 
Wogack, the abbreviated text of this Agreement having been telegraphed to His Majesty's 
Government. 

General Barrow reports, however, that on the 22nd instant the Russians recom- 
menced work, and planted fresh flags on the siding itself in the ground under 
dispute. 

His Majesty's Ambassador is instructed to point out at once to Count Lamsdorff 
that these proceedings in regard to the ground in dispute are not in accordance with the 
spirit and terms of the Agreement made between the British and Russian Military 
authorities, which was based on the maintenance of the status quo ante^ until the 
question of proprietary rights should be regulated by the two Governments, or a mutual 
Agreement arrived at. 

Sir Charles Scott is directed to express a hope that immediate instructions will be 
sent to General Wogack to remove all flags and landmarks which were not on the: 
ground in dispute before the recent incident occurred. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 191. 
Sir C. Scott to Count Lamsdorff. 



Ambassade ctAngleterrCj Saint- Petersbourg, 
Mon cher Comte, le 13 (26) Mars, 1901. 

ES me r^fifrant ^ ma lettre du 1 1 (24) du mois courant je m'empres^e de faire 
part k votre Excellence du contenu d'une d6p6che que Lord Lansdowne vient de me 
t^l^graphier. 

Udit:— 

<< Nous venons de recevoir un t^^gramme de nos autorit^s militaires k Tien-tsin qui 
dit que leur position devient intenable par suite des travaux que les Russes continuent k 
faire sur le terrain en litige.*' 

En vue de cette s^rieuse nouvelle je prie votra Excellence de me mettre k m6me dc 
rassurer au plus t6t mon Gouvernement par rapport aux instructions exp^di^es de 
Saint P^tersbourg aux Autorites Russes k Tien-tsin, afin de terminer un malentendu qui 
pourrait prendre un caract6re assez grave. 

V^euillez &c. 
(Sign^) ' CHARLES S. SCOIT. 

(Translation.) 

British Embassy, St. Peicrsburghj 
Dear Count LamsdorfF, March 13 (26), 1901. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 11th (24th) instant, I hasten to inform 
your Excellency of the contents of a telegram I have just received from Lord 
Lansdowne. 

He says: — 

"We have just received a telegram from our military authorities at Tientsin 
saying that their position is becoming impossible owing to the works the Russians 
continue to throw up on the land in dispute." 

In consequence of this serious news, I heg your Excellency to put me in a 
position to reassure my Government as soon as possible as to the instructions sent 
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from St. Fetersburgh to the Eussian authorities at Tien-tsiD, in order to put hn end to 
a misunderstanding which might assume a serious cbai^cter. 

1 am, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES S. SCOTT. 



Inclosure 4 in No. 191. 
Count Lamsdorff to Sir C. Scott. 



Mon cher AmhasRadeur, Satnt-P^tersbourg, le 15 (28) MarSy 1901. 

A LA reception de votre leltre en date du 11 (24) Mars, annfe courante, desirant 
^galement aplanir tout malentendu^ j'ai invite le Ministre de Russie k P^kin ^ me trans* 
mettre des informations au sujet des faits mentionn^s dans la d^pficheque vous avez re9ue 
du Marquis de Lansdowne eoncernant Tincident de Tien-tsin. 

II resulte de ces informations qu*il n'a pas €i€ pos^ par les autorit^s militaires 
Russes de signes de demarcation et que le drapeau Russe n'a pas et^ hiss4 h, Tendroit 
oil se tenait le poste Anulais. A I'endroit oix se trouvait le poste Russe, notre drapeau 
avait dej^ 6t6 aibor^ ant^rieurement d Tincident. Je n'ai pas manqu6 dgalement de me 
mettre en rapport ^ ce sujet avec le Ministre de la Guerre pour la stricte execution de 
Tarrangement convenu entre nous. Pour les mfemes fins M. de Giei'S a fait parvenir 
de nouvelles indications au Colonel Ginsky, Chef du d^tachement militaire du Petchili. 

Veuillez, &c. 
(Signd) Comte LAMSDORFF. 

(Translation.) 

Dear Ambassador, St. Petersburgh, March 15 (28), 1901. 

ON receipt of your letter dated the 11th (24th) March of this year, and desiring 
like yourself to clear away all misunderstanding, I requested the Russian Minister at 
Peking to furnish me Avith information on the subject of the events mentioned in the 
telegram sent you by the Marquess of Lansdowne concerning the Tien-tsin incident. 

These inquiries have resulted in showing that no boundary marks have been 
placed by the Russian military authorities, and that the Russian flag has not been 
hoisted on the spot where the English guard was posted. Our flag had already been 
hoisted prior to this incident on the spot where the Russian guard was posted. I have 
likewise not failed to communicate on this subject with the Minister of War with a 
vJbw to the strict execution of the arrangement arrived at between us. M. de Giers 
%fe wnt f uith<T instructions with the same object to Colonel Ginsky, Chief of the 
MtHtiiry detachment in Pechili. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) Count LAMSDORFF. 



No. 192. 

India Office to Foreign Office. — {Received April 25.) 

Sir, India Office, April 23, 1901. 

IN continuation of this Department letter of the 26th March last, I am directed 
to forward herewith, for the information of the Marquess of Lansdowne, copy of a despatch 
frqm Lieu'enant-General Sir Alfred Gaselee, accompanied by a draft of a Convention for 
handing over the ruilway from Shanhaikwan to Peking, from army head-quarters to the 
Brlti^h military authorities. 

I am, &e. 
(Signed) HARDWICKE. 
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Inclosiire 1 in No. 192. 

• Lieutenant' General Sir A. Gaseiee to Lord G. Hamilton. 

Head -quarterns Staff Office, British Contingent^ 
My Lord, China Field, Force, February 19, 1901, 

IN coDtinQation of my telegram dated the 14!:h February, 1901, I have the honour 
to forward herewith a copy of the En<»lish version* cf the Convention governing the 
transfer of the Shanhaikwan-Peking Railway from the German to the British military 
authorities, as well as the subsequent working and protection of the line. 

2. The Convention was drafted in German, while Colonel J. M. Grierson, R.A., is 
responsible for the translation of the German text. 

3. It will be observed from Article I of the Convention that it is simply one for the 
regulation of military traffic, and makes no change whatever in the political or financial 
status of the line. Paragraph 5 (a) is now practically inoperative as the Franco- Belgian 
Hne, Fengtai— Pao-ting-fu, is now completed and open. Paragraph 6 (6) is only binding 
for the period of military control. Paragraph 12 is one over which there was considerable . 
divergence of views ; army head-quarters at first insisted that as long as the Field-Marshal 
commanded in Chih-li he alone could settle points in dispute. This position we could 
not admit and finally the present wording was mutually agreed to. It practically leaves 
the power of sanction or veto with the British Commander though the final orders will be 
issued in the name of the Field- Marshal. The remaining Articles of the Convention do 
not call for any special remark. 

4. As regards the Traffic Regulations attached to the Convention, I may observe 
that this was dravvn up with a view to regulating the incidence of charges between 
the different contingents, and also to provide a basis on which to deal with the 
Russian claims, as during the period of Russian occupation no such scale of charges 
existed. 

6. The negotiations first as regards transfer from the Russians to the German head- 
quarters and then from the latter to ourselves have been conducted throughout by 
Major-General von Schwarzhoff, Chief of the StaH' to the Field-Marshal, and Major- 
General E. G. Barrow, C.B., my Chief of the StaflF. Thedifficulties have been considerable, 
as many conflicting interests had to be reconciled and the whole question required the most 
delicate and tactful handling on both sides. Considering the intricate nature of the 
question, I am of opinion that the solution arrived at is most satisfactory to all parties, 
and though the terms of the Agreement may, at first sight, appear to take the form of a 
compromise, practically it places the entire control of the railway, so far as Chih-ii is con- 
cerned, in British hands, while oor rights beyond the Great Wall remain in exactly the 
same position as h^retofope. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ALFRED GASELEE, Lieutenant^ General, 

Commanding British Contingent, China Field Force. 



IncloBure 2. in No. 192. 

Project of a Convention for the handing over of the Railway from Shanhaikwan to Peking 
from Army Head^quarters to thl British Military Authorities. 

THE following terms are agreed upon between army head-quarters and the British 
military authorities : — ^' 

1, The following decisions have only in view the regulation of a military service on 
the line Shanhaikwan to Peking, which has been taken possession of partly by allied and 
partly by Russian troops and has been repaired by German, English, Japanese, and 
Russian troops, in the interests of all the allied contingents. More especially they intro- 
dace no change in the rights of possession. 

2. Army head-quarters hand over to the British military authorities the whole line from 
Shanhaikwan to Peking with all the appurtenances, means of traffic, workshop fittings, and 

* With copy of German original. 
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materials wjiich have been handed over to army head-quarters by the Russian military 
railway authorities or which have been laid down, procured, or built by the German or 
Japanese railway troops. Army head-quarters remain in no way responsible for wear arid 
tear, damage, or loss of railway property which may have arisen up to the time of handing 
over. The stores of all kinds which have been acquired by the German and Japanese 
railway troops for the construction and traffic of their sections, and which have not been 
utilized, remain at the disposal of the British military authorities and will be taken over 
by them at cost price. Whatever telegraph, telephone, and railway material belonging to 
the German, Russian, and Japanese railway troops is now used for the working of the line 
is to be set free as soon as possible, and at latest by the 1st April, and is to be handed 
back to the owners. 

3. The British military authorities take over the repair, traffic, and military protec- 
tion of the line Shanhaikwan to Peking in accordance with the conditions laid down in 
paragraph 2 and in the following paragraphs, with the express declaration that the military 
necessities of all the allied nations, without exception, will be met so far as the capacity of 
the line permits., In the event of civilian traffic bemg arranged for, this has always and 
everywhere to give way to military demands. 

4. The British military authorities recognize as binding upon them the Regalatious 
that have been issued by army head-quarters for military traffic on the line Shanhaikwan 
to Peking. 

5. The obligations which have been taken over by army head-quarters as regards the 
Franco- Belgian Railway Company, Pekmg-Paoting-fu-Hankow, which have already been 
communicated in writing to the British military authorities on the 13th November, 1900, 
viz. : — . 1 ' 

(a.) The supply every day of a material train of one engine and twenty trucks at cost 
price, and exclusive of any increase in tariffs for the hire and up-keep of rolling-stock on 
the line, Tongku to Peking, with a view to the repair of the line. Fengtai to Paoting-fu. 

(b.) Admission of a lowering of tariffs by fifty per cent, for ^U goods on the line 
Shanhaikwan-Tongku-Fengtai, which are destined for the line Fengtai- Paoting-fu, against 
an assurance of reciprocity on the part of the Franco-Belgian Railway Company. 

The above will be recognized by the British military authorities as binding upon them 
for the duration of the n.ilitary traffic or military control of the railway* 

6. The British military authorities undertake to repair the destroyed railway bridge 
at Hanku and to finish the necessary works at the latest ten weeks after the line has been 
handed over to them completely. - 1.. 

7. No charges for transport are to be made by the Railway Administration for the 
transport of the German and Japanese railway troops, and those protecting the railway, as 
also for their field equipment and construction material, to their fiiture garrisons or to the 
p<)int of embarkation. 

*.. 8. The British military authorities undertake to take over, at a monthly price of 
150 dollars, the house hired for the Directorate of the railway in Tien-tsin by the German 
railway authorities, and to keep it until the expiration of the present contract under the 
san^ conditidns, so far as the Commander of the German Expeditionary Corps may 
consider necessary. 

9. In the event of the British military authorities handing over the railway to a civil 
administration, the latter must be placed under military control and supervision, while the 
military occupation of Chih-li lasts. 

10. TbeMilitTary Directorate of the railway, which in consequence bf the above is in 
any case to be constituted, whether the railway is worked by the military or by civil 
adminibtration, consists of a Director and two Deputy Directors. The position 6f Director 
will be held by a British officer while the German and Japanese niilitary authorities will 
each appoint one of the Deputy Directors^ 

11. The Military Director has full responsibility for the traffic and administi'ation of the 
railway in all its branches, regulates the order of business in all its parts, issues all regula- 
tions on this subject, and appoints the officials. He signs in the name of the Administration, 
and represents it outwardly. 

V2. The Deputy Directors are charged with the supervision of the military affairs of 
the Administration. With a view to carrying out their duties they are at all times and 
itt all places allowed to examine all matters concerning traffic and administration. If a 
Deputy Director does not succeed in obtaming the adoption or abolition of measures 
which appear to him of military importance at his request, the Director and Deputy 
Directors, each for himself, must put their views down in writing on the subject. A 
decision in the matter is then reserved for army head-quarters, in communication with the 
Geueral Officer Commanding the British Forces. The Senior Deputv Director takes 
[202] ' R 2 
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the place of the Director if Ihe hitter is temporarily prevented from carrying out his 
duties. 

13. The Director may only give decisions as to the regulation of financial liabilities 
between the Railway Administration and the various contingents oa the basis of a majority 
of voles in the Directorate. 

The incidence of cost to the various nations of repairing, maintenance, and traflic on 
the line remains reserved for diplomatic settlement. 

14. Should the Directorate in certain cases require the assistance of railway or other 
troops for the repair, protection, or traffic of the line, the various contingents will afford 
such help as far as possible. 

15. To facilitate communication between the various contingents and the Railway 
Administration, the former may appoint station officers at all stations which appear to 
them to be of special importance, and every facility is to be given to them to guard the 
interests of their contingents. With this view they are permitted to correspond direct with 
the Directorate on all railway matters. 

16. Should special circumstances such as, for example, the withdrawal of the troops 
from Peking on the conclusion of peace, cause a great demand by all or several Powers at 
the same time for railway trains for the conveyance of troops or material, the regulation 
of the succession in which the various contingents are to be accommodated shall not be 
left to the Railway Administration. In this case army head-quarters will regulate the 
question in communication with the contingents concerned. 

17. The actual handing over of the railway will begin on the 21st February, and is to 
be finished by the 28th February, 1901. 

(Signed) von SCHWARZHOFF, Major-Generah Chief of the 

Staff, Army Head-quarters. 
E. G. BARROW, Major-General, Chief of the Staff, 
British Contingent. 
Peking, Februmy 15, 1901. 



Inclcsure 3 in No. 192. 

Regulations issued by Army Head-quarters for Military Traffic on the Line from 

Shanhaikwan to Peking. 

ALL kinds of railway traffic for the military purposes of all contingents will be 
accepted at the prices given in paragraph 8, in so far as the traffic capacity of the lioe 
permits, regard being had to the numerical strength of each contingent, includiog 
followers, in proportion to the total number of the allied troops in the Province of 
Chih-li. . ' . . 

2. The Railway Administration is not responsible for any dan^age or hurt to military 
persons or military goods while these are being transported on the railway. 

3. Military persons in uniform do not require to purchase tickets. With a view to 
the settlement of accounts between the Railway Administration and the various 
contingents, officers and military officials will inform the guard on duty of their 
destination, the number of soldiers and horses accompanying them, and the number of 
articles of luggage, while non-commissioned officers and men must be provided with an 
order signed by an officer or a military official, which will serve as a pass fo^* the journey, 
and will be given up at the end of it to the guards on duty. 

4. For civilians who are travelling on military duty, and who are not [required to 
purchase tickets, a pass must be made out as above by some military authority, and 
provided with his office stamp, giving the destination and amount of the goods. 

5. In the transport of goods, their loading, unloading, and guarding <luring the 
journey must be arranged for by the military authority dispatching them. 

With every waggon-load two men, and with every living animal one man will be 
forwarded free on the goods trucks. 

6. In the case of troops and goods which are to be transported as a body or in one 
load in the trains laid down in the time tables, at least twenty-four hours' notice must be 
given to the railway direction at Tien-tsin or at the station of dispatch. Demands for 
special trains are to be restricted as much as possible. Passenger special trains can only 
be supplied for the Commandei-s and Generals of the various contingents. 

7. Everybody is bound to obey the orders of the military personnel of the railway 
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To facilitate communication between the latter and the military persons belonging to other 
nations who are travelling, station officers belonging to the various contingents who 
represent the interests of the latter are to be found at all the larger stations. 
8. Tariff: 





For each Kilometre 
or part of one. 


(A.) — Persons — 

Officers, inilitaiy officials, and Ist cLiss passengers 
Non-commissioned officers and men and 2nd class passengers 
8rd class passengers (cArried in open or closed waggons) . . 

( I^.)"" -^•^•"^ Animals — 

A horse, a cow • • * * 1 ^^^ whole f • . 
An ahs or pony • • * * r ^^'^So^'^ 1^^ ^^ ^ * * 
A pig, calf, sheep, or goat • • J not cheaper (^ . . 


2 cents. 

1 cent. 
0*5 cent, 

5 cents. 

3 „ 

2 ,. 



(C.) — Passenger Luggage — 

Hand baggage, the bulk and weight of which permit its 
being allowed in the passenger carriage, is carried free. 

Passenger baggage of the usual bulk and weight, which 
must be carried in the luggage van, is charged 5 cents 
for each travelling zone or part of a sane, t.#^ Peking to 
'Fien-tsin, Tien-tsin to Tongsimn, Tongshan to Shan- 
haikwan. 



(D.y-Goodt— 
A waggon 


load of 30 tons 


if 

»9 


9* 
*9 


20 
15 
10 





Single articles the weight of which is attested by a military 
authority on a certificate provided with his office stamp, 
for every 100 kilog. or part of the same • • • • 

For goods packages not so attested, after these have been 
weighed or judged by the railway authorities^ the starting 
on Uie journey being accepted as coufirming this weigh* 
ing, for every 10 kilog. or part of same • • , , 

(E.)— J/i/iAiry Carriages^^ 

Four-wheeled carriage or field gun and limber, either whole 
or taken to pieces . • . . . . . . . . 

Two-wheeled carts, field guns, or limbers , . 



(F.) — Special Waggons and Special TraitiB — 

Passenger carriages, 1st and 2ud class , . 
Luggage or guard vans . . \ . 

Goods waggons of 30 tons . . , . 

>f >» ^" f» • • • • 

ti »» *^ f» •• •• 



36 cents. 

24 ,, 

18 „ 

12 ,. 



0*5 cent. 



01 






For special trains the above prices are to be eltarged, and 
further for the loan of a locomotive and tender 60 dollars 
fur each day or part of a day, but at least 2 dollars for 
each kilometre of run, and not less than 75 dollars 
in all. 



10 cents. 


5 


>j 


30 


cent*;- 


16 


»» 


36 


Tf 


24 


•» 


18 


?» 


12 


•> 



9. Hiring of locomotives and waggons : 

For the loan of the rolling-stock of the line to other Administrations, counting from 
the time of its transfer to their line until its return, the following prices are to be charged 
for each vehicle and for each twenty-four hours or part of the same : — 



Locomotive with three or more couples of driving wheels 

„ with two couples of driving wheels 
Lighter locomotives .. ,. 

Passenger carriages of all classes « • 
Luggogevans., 

Large goods wa^goos of 20 or more tons capacity . • 
Smaller goods waggons of less than 20 tons capacity. . 



Mcx, dollum, 
20 

li> 
10 

If 
1 

u 

t 
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10. Delays in loading and unloading : 

For loading and unloading of goods waggons which last longer than twenty-four 

hours after notice of the arrival of the waggon haa been given, the following rales will be 

charged for each waggon and part of twenty-four hours : — 

Dollars. 
Goods wag*5on« of 30 tons- i. ..-^•' • .. ,, . ,.9 

)9 44 aU jf , % ,. •• .. •• .. O 

., V 15 „ .. . 4-5 

., 10 , 3 

No change is hereby made in the rights of the Railway Administration to use for 
other purposes waggons which have been detained more than twenty-four hours for 
loading or unloading, or to cause the goods which have been loaded in them to be 
unloaded at the cost of the sender, and without the railway being responsible for their safe 
keeping. 

1 1 . Postal arrangements : 

The military postal packages of all the allied contingents will be carried free. 

12. Utilization of the railway telegraph : 

Military telegrams will be sent along the whole line at an unit word price of 40 cents 
for ordinary service messages (to be marked S), and of 60 cents for urgent service 
messages (to be marked X S), provided that the necessity for the use of the railway 
telegraph is attested by a military authority with his office stamp, and that the service of 
the railway permits of the telegraph line being so used. Urgent service messages rank 
behind train reports and before line service telegrams ; ordinary service messages after line 
service telegrams, . : : 

For Army Head-quarters, 

(Signed) VON SCHWARZHOFF. 



No. 193. 
India Office to Foreign Office. '^{Received April 27.) 

Sir, India Office, April 26, 1901. 

I AM directed to forward herewith, for the information of the Marquess of 
Lansdowne, extracts from a despatch, dated Peking, the 11th March, which has been 
received from the General Officer Commanding British Contingent, China Expeditionary 
Force, relating to the courtesy and tact displayed by the German ''Head-quarters' 
Staff throughout the difficult and delicate negotiations connected with the handing 
over of the Peking-Shanhaikwan Railway. 

Lord George Hamilton desiries to draw special attention to the ready and able 
assistance afforded throughout this business by Major Bauer, of the German Railway 
Staff, of whose cordial co-operation Sir Alfred Gaselee writes in the highest terms, and 
trusts that under the orders of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs his special 
services may be brought to the notice of the German Government. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) HARDWIOKE. 



Inclosure in 2fo. 193. 

Lieutenant' General Sir A. Gaselee to Lord G. BamiltQn. ^ • . 

(Extract.) 

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL J. R. MACDONALD, R.E,, Director of Railways 
in Northern China> writes : — 

"I wish to bring to your notice the excellence of the arrangements made by 
Major Gerhaud, on behalf of the German railway troops, to facilitate the transfer. 

" I would, however, bring to your special notice the name of Major Bauer, who 
represented army head-quarters during the transfer of the railway. He had already 
taken over the railway from the Russians, and throughout the whole period of the 
present transfer his work was incessant ; while his thorough grasp of the situation 
and the cordial way in which he worked with the British railway authorities 
contributed to a very great extent to the rapid and harmonious transfer of the railway. 
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I have already in connection with my Report on the work of reconstruction of the 
section of the railway intrusted to the British had occasion to mention the name 
of Major Bauer while referring to the excellent understanding which prevailed between 
the British and German railway troops. 

**Now that his active connection with the Peking-Shanhaikwan Railway 
terminates, and he reverts to his position on the Staff of his Excellency the Eield- 
Marshal, I would venture to specially recommend his name for your very favourable 
consideration.*' 

I can fully indorse all that is said by Lieutenant-Colonel Macdonald regarding 
the ready and able assistance afforded by Major Bauer, of the German Railway Staff, 
and T beg to commend him to your Lordship's notice 

I would also take this opportunity of acquainting your Lordship with the 
invariable courtesy, tact, and patience which the authorities at German H^^ad-quarters 
have exhibited throughout in all matters connected with this transfer. 



No. 194. 

Lord G. Hamilton to Lieutenant-General Sir A. Gaselee, — {Communicated by India Office^ 

April 27.) 
(Telegraphic.) India Office^ April 26, 1901. 

PLEASE see your despatch, dated 11th March last : Transfer of railway. 

Please convey to Field-Marshal Waldersee expression of my cordial recognition 
of courteous co-operation and assistance throughout this matter. I have bad much 
pleasure in furnishing to Secretary of State for Foreiga Affairs extracts from your 
despatch for information of the German Government, and I have directed particular 
attention to special services rendered by Major Bauer, 



No. 196. 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir F. Lascelles. 

Sir, Foreign Office^ May 1, 1901. 

I TRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith a copy of a letter from the India 
Office,* inclosing extracts from a despatch from the General Officer Commanding the 
Bcitish Contingent in China as to the assistance afforded by Major Bauer, of the 
German Head-quarters Staff, during the transfer of the Peking-Shanhaikwan Railway 
line to the British military authorities. 

I have to request your Excellency to bring to the notice of the German Govern- 
ment the testimony borne by Sir A. Gaselee and Colonel Macdonald to the value of 
Major Bauer's services, and to state that the assistance rendered by that officer to the 
British military authorities is much appreciated by His Majesty's Government. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 



• No. 193. 
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